
TED TALK RUBRIC 

4 3 2 1 Total/Notes 

Content In-depth, insightful information Interesting, unique 
information 

Information is basic 
but accurate.

Superficial info.

Slides & 
Graphics  

Slides are attractive. Text is easy 
to read. No bullet points were 
used. 

Slides are attractive. Text is 
easy to read. 

Slides are easy to read. 
Too many words - 
crowded. Bullet points  
used. 

The slides are not easy 
to read. Too many 
words - crowded. 
Bullet points used. 

Voice & Eye 
Contact

Presents in a loud, clear voice 
and maintains constant eye 
contact. Does not read directly 
from slides.

Presents in a loud, clear voice 
but often reads from the slides 
or notes with some eye 
contact.

Presents in a clear 
voice but has little eye 
contact. Reads from 
the slides.

Does not present in a 
loud or clear voice. 
readsfrom the 
presentation.

Grammar No grammatical errors. There are less than 2 
grammatical errors.

There are less than 4 
grammatical errors.

There are many 
grammar errors.

Order The speaker has a dynamic 
introduction, interesting details, 
and strong closing.

The speaker has an 
appropriate introduction, 
supporting details, and a 
closing.

The speaker has an 
introduction, details, 
and a closing.

The speaker does not 
have an introduction, 
details, and a closing.

References/
Citations

All images & information cited 
correctly. Reference Page was 
the last slide with correctly cited 
sources. 

Most images and info. cited 
correctly. Reference Page was 
the last slide with correctly 
cited sources. 

Limited use of 
citations. Some 
restricted images were 
used.

No use of citations, 
and/or restricted 
images were used.

Inspiration/
Subject 
Matter

The presentation was 
inspirational and/or thought-
provoking. Thoughtful and 
logical development of the 
subject matter.

The presentation was 
somewhat inspirational and/or 
thought-provoking. Subject 
matter is presented in a logical 
fashion.

Subject matter could 
be presented in a more 
logical manner. 
Somewhat 
inspirational and/or 
thought-provoking.

Questionable flow to 
the presentation's 
subject matter. Not 
inspirational or 
thought-provoking.


