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1 THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE  

ANNOTATE & SUMMARIZE When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the 

political bands which have connected them with another and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal 

station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that 

they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.   

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are 

instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.   

hat whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, 

and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them 

shall seem, most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established 

should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly, all experience hath shewn that mankind are more disposed 

to suffer, while evils are sufferable than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a 

long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute 

Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security. 

Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former 

Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all 

having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a 

candid world.   

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.   

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his 

Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.   

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the 

right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.   

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their Public 

Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.   

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.   

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected, whereby the Legislative Powers, incapable 

of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the meantime exposed to all the 

dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.   

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of 

Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of 

Lands.   

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary Powers.   

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries.   

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harass our people and eat out their substance.   

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.   

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil Power.   

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving 

his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:   

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:   

For protecting them, by a mock Trial from punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these 

States:   

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:   

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:   

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefit of Trial by Jury:   

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences:   
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For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and 

enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these 

Colonies:   

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:   

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.   

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us.   

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.   

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation, and tyranny, 

already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & Perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the 

Head of a civilized nation.   

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the 

executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.   

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless 

Indian Savages whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.   

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been 

answered only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to 

be the ruler of a free people.   

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their 

legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and 

settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our 

common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too 

have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our 

Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.   

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme 

Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, 

solemnly publish and declare, That these united Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States, that they are 

Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, 

is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, 

contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. — And 

for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other 

our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.   

— John Hancock  

 New Hampshire: Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple, Matthew Thornton  Massachusetts: John Hancock, Samuel Adams, John 

Adams, Robert Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry  Rhode Island: Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery  Connecticut: Roger Sherman, 

Samuel Huntington, William Williams, Oliver Wolcott  New York: William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis Lewis, Lewis 

Morris  New Jersey: Richard Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark  Pennsylvania: Robert 

Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin Franklin, John Morton, George Clymer, James Smith, George Taylor, James Wilson, George 

Ross   

Delaware: Caesar Rodney, George Read, Thomas McKean  Maryland: Samuel Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles 

Carroll of Carrollton  Virginia: George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, Thomas Nelson, Jr., 

Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton  North Carolina: William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn  South Carolina: Edward 

Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur Middleton  Georgia: Button GwiApril 30, 20153:37 PM ET  Heard 

on Morning Edition Karen Grigsby Bates  

 

 

 

 

http://www.npr.org/programs/morning-edition/2015/05/01/403437388
http://www.npr.org/people/2100211/karen-grigsby-bates


Page 8 of 118 
 

3 – Civil Rights Law & History 

The Declaration of Independence, issued on July 4, 1776, stated "We hold these truths to be self-
evident: That all men are created equal..." Yet the new nation declaring its independence permitted 
the continuation of the practice of slavery for people of African heritage - a practice that continued 
until the Civil War in the 1860s. At the conclusion of the Civil War, much remained to be done to 
ensure the rights and privileges of citizenship to all Americans. As America became a more diverse 
nation, welcoming immigrants from around the globe, problems of racial discrimination endured 
for many minority group members. Women and persons with disabilities also fought for and 
obtained laws that provided for fairness and equality.  

Background and Introduction 

On January 1, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation which freed 
the slaves held in the states still fighting in the Civil War. After the War, the Thirteenth Amendment 
to the Constitution, adopted in 1865, abolished slavery everywhere in the United States. The 
Fourteenth Amendment, adopted in 1868, made the former slaves, and any other person born in 
the United States or naturalized, a citizen and required that all citizens be granted equal protection 
of the law. The Fifteenth Amendment, adopted in 1879, made it against the law to deny any citizen 
the right to vote because of his or her race or color or because he or she was formerly a slave.  

Despite the promises of these new laws, the former slaves and their descendants, along with other 
racial and ethnic minorities, did not receive equal treatment under the law. In fact, in 1896, the 
Supreme Court of the United States ruled that State governments could separate people of different 
races as long as the separate facilities were equal. This "separate but equal" doctrine lasted until 
1954 when the Supreme Court overruled its previous decision in cases involving schools in Kansas, 
South Carolina, Virginia, and Delaware. Also in the 1890s, African-Americans were kept from 
exercising their right to vote by taxes, called "poll taxes", that had to be paid before a person could 
cast a vote and by tests given by voting registrars who had the power to pass or fail an applicant 
based on the color of his or her skin. Poll taxes and voting tests were finally outlawed by the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965.  

On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks, a seamstress in Montgomery, Alabama, refused to give up her 
seat on a public bus to a white man who had boarded the bus after she did. At that time, public 
buses in the South were segregated, and African-Americans not only had to ride in the back of the 
bus, but also had to give up their seats to any white person who wanted to sit. Ms. Parks was 
arrested and taken to jail for refusing to give up her seat. On December 5, 1955, African-Americans 
in Montgomery began a boycott of the public buses led by a minister who had recently come to the 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The peaceful boycott 
continued for 381 days during which time 90% of the African-Americans in Montgomery refused to 
ride the buses. At the end, the buses in Montgomery were desegregated.  

Public Accommodations and Facilities 

Title II of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibits discrimination in places of public accommodation 
because of race, color, religion, or national origin. Places of public accommodation are hotels, 
motels, restaurants, movie theaters, stadiums, and concert halls.  
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Until the Civil Rights Act of 1964, persons from minority groups were excluded from, or segregated 
in, restaurants, motels, theaters, and other places of public accommodations. On February 1, 1960, 
4 African-American students at North Carolina Agricultural and Technical College went into the 
Woolworth's store in Greensboro, North Carolina, sat down at the lunch counter and ordered cups 
of coffee. The waitress refused to serve them coffee unless they stood up to drink it because only 
whites were allowed to sit at the lunch counter. The black students sat at the lunch counter until the 
store closed, but were never served their coffee. The next day they returned with more students 
and the peaceful protest called a "sit-in" was begun. Across the South, peaceful sit-ins by students 
took place in more than 100 cities in 1960. Although the protesters were beaten, and sometimes 
sent to jail, they continued to peacefully sit-in until they achieved their goals - desegregation of 
places of public accommodation.  

In 1961, a new phase of the movement to desegregate places of public accommodation began - the 
"Freedom Rides." African-Americans were still sitting in the back of the buses in the South and were 
not permitted to use "whites only" restroom facilities in the terminals even though the Supreme 
Court had outlawed segregation on interstate buses (buses that traveled between states) in 1946. 
In May 1961, the first group of 13 Freedom Riders, white and black ranging in age from college 
students to a 60-year-old professor and his wife, left Washington, DC, on their way via Georgia, 
Alabama and Mississippi to New Orleans, Louisiana. They went in 2 buses. Riders in the first bus 
were attacked in both Anniston and Birmingham, Alabama. The Freedom Riders on this bus were 
beaten by men with pipes. The second bus was firebombed just outside of Anniston, Alabama.  

Title III of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibits discrimination in public facilities because of race, 
color, religion, or national origin. Public facilities are facilities owned, operated or managed by state 
or local governments, like courthouses or jails. At the same time as the sit-ins and Freedom Rides, 
other protesters demonstrated against segregation in public facilities.  

Education 

Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibits discrimination in public schools because of race, 
color, religion, sex, or national origin. Public schools include elementary schools, secondary schools 
and public colleges and universities.  

In 1954, the Supreme Court ruled in Brown v. Board of Education that segregation in the public 
schools was a violation of the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution. But implementation of 
the Court's decision went slowly, with massive resistance from the states. In 1957, a federal court 
ordered the desegregation of public schools in Little Rock, Arkansas. The Governor of Arkansas, 
Orval Faubus, ordered the Arkansas National Guard to prevent the 9 black children who were 
enrolled in Central High School from attending the school. Mobs of angry people greeted the 
students on the first day of school. These students were prevented from attending the school until 
President Eisenhower made the National Guard part of the federal army and also sent 1,000 
paratroopers of the 101st Airborne Division of the US Army to protect these 9 children. In 
September 1958, Governor Faubus closed all the schools in Little Rock to prevent any more black 
children from attending white schools. The schools remained closed until August 1959, when the 
U.S. Supreme Court ordered them re-opened. 

In January 1961, James Meredith, an African-American, applied for admission to the University of 
Mississippi. Officials at the school returned his application. Mr. Meredith took his case to court. On 
September 10, 1962, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that he had the right to attend the University of 
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Mississippi. The Governor of Mississippi, Ross Barnett, personally blocked Mr. Meredith from 
registering at the University even after the Supreme Court ruled. Finally, on September 30, 1962, a 
Sunday, Mr. Meredith was escorted onto the campus by federal marshals and Civil Rights Division 
lawyers. Stationed on or near the campus to protect him were 123 deputy federal marshals, 316 US 
Border Patrolmen, and 97 federal prison guards. Within an hour, the federal forces were attacked 
by a mob that would grow to number 2,000 and who fought them with guns, bricks, bottles, and 
Molotov cocktails. The marshals had been ordered not to shoot and so used tear gas to try to stop 
the rioting. The violence continued until President Kennedy sent 16,000 federal troops to the 
campus. When it was over, 2 people were dead, 28 marshals had been shot, 160 people were 
injured, and James Meredith became the first black student to attend the University of Mississippi.  

Employment 

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibits employment discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, or national origin.  

In 1962, Cesar Chavez set out to organize migrant farm workers in the California grape fields into a 
union. The farm workers were mostly Hispanic, although there were other ethnic groups 
represented, and had an average family income of about $2,000 per year. In 1965, the farm workers 
went on strike in a movement known as La Causa. In 1966, Mr. Chavez led a 250-mile march from 
Delano to Sacramento to bring attention to the farm workers' conditions. The nonviolent strike 
lasted 3 years. In the end, most California grapes were grown in fields with Farm Workers Union 
labor.  

In February 1968, sanitation workers in Memphis, Tennessee, went on strike to protest unfair 
treatment. During a period of bad weather, 22 black workers had been sent home without pay 
while white workers were not sent home and were paid. The striking sanitation workers marched 
for their rights, but no resolution was reached. On several occasions during March, Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. came to Memphis to speak, but still no settlement of the strike was made. Dr. King 
returned to Memphis again on April 3 to lead a march on behalf of the striking workers. On April 4, 
1968, at the Lorraine Motel, Dr. King was assassinated.  

Voting Rights 

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 prohibits discrimination in voting practices or procedures because of 
race and color. In 1957 and 1960, Congress had enacted voting rights laws that took small steps 
toward increasing minority voting participation for all Americans. The 1965 Act, however, made 
huge strides towards making voting rights a reality. The Act prohibited literacy tests and poll taxes 
which had been used to prevent blacks from voting. In 1975, Congress recognized the need to 
protect citizens who did not read or speak English well enough to participate in the political 
process and expanded the protections of the Voting Rights Act to them.  

In 1963, civil rights activists began an effort to register black voters in Dallas County, Alabama. 
During 1963 and 1964, although they brought potential voters by the hundreds to the registrar's 
office in the courthouse in Selma, they were unable to get them registered to vote. In January and 
February 1965, protests were held in Selma to bring attention to this violation of rights. The 
protests were met by violence by Sheriff James Clark and his deputies. On February 17, a small civil 
rights march ended in the shooting of Jimmy Lee Jackson who died from his wounds several days 
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later. The civil rights activists decided to hold a memorial march from Selma to the state capitol in 
Montgomery on March. 7.  

Approximately 600 marchers started out on the march that Sunday morning. When the marchers 
crossed the Edmund Pettus bridge on the outskirts of Selma, they were met by about 200 state 
troopers, and Sheriff Clark and his deputies mounted on horseback, all armed with tear gas, night 
sticks and bull whips. The marchers were ordered to turn back. When they did not, they were 
attacked by the law enforcement officers. The air filled with tear gas and marchers were beaten, 
whipped and trampled by the horses. Finally, they turned around and returned to Selma. 17 
marchers were hospitalized.  

Dr. King and his supporters filed a federal lawsuit requesting to be permitted to proceed with the 
march. On March 21, the march began again, with federal troops protecting the marchers, and 
proceeded to Montgomery. In Montgomery, a rally was held on the steps of the state capitol. 
However, within hours of the end of the march, 4 Ku Klux Klan members shot and killed Viola 
Liuzzo, a white 39-year-old civil rights volunteer from Detroit, Michigan, who had come to support 
the Alabama African-Americans. President Lyndon Johnson said, "Mrs. Liuzzo went to Alabama to 
serve the struggle for justice. She was murdered by the enemies of justice who for decades have 
used the rope and the gun and the tar and the feather to terrorize their neighbors." In August, 1965, 
Congress passed the Voting Rights Act.  

According to a report of the Bureau of the Census from 1982, in 1960 there were 22,000 African-
Americans registered to vote in Mississippi, but in 1966 the number had risen to 175,000. Alabama 
went from 66,000 African-American registered voters in 1960 to 250,000 in 1966. South Carolina's 
African-American registered voters went from 58,000 to 191,000 in the same time period.  

Housing 

The Fair Housing Act, contained in Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968, prohibits discrimination 
in the sale, financing or rental of housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin.  

Shortly after the signing of the Voting Rights Act, in the summer of 1965, a riot erupted in the Watts 
section of Los Angeles over accusations of police brutality against a black motorist. During the next 
4 summers, similar riots and unrest broke out in cities throughout the United States. The quest for 
civil rights had moved out of the South and spread to the rest of the country.  

In 1966, Dr. Martin Luther King. Jr. went to Chicago to lead rallies and protests on a number of civil 
rights issues. In a report of the U.S. Civil Rights Commission in 1959, Chicago had been called "the 
most residentially segregated large city in the nation." Soon, the attention of all the civil rights 
activists in Chicago turned to the issue of fair housing. Black residents of Chicago were squeezed 
into small areas of the city and were unable to find housing outside of those areas. The civil rights 
movement began to march into white-only areas of Chicago only to be met by mobs of whites. In 
July 1966, marchers were attacked with stones and bottles. One march of 350 was met by a mob of 
4,000. Finally, at the end of August, city leaders met with Dr. King and agreed to a program of fair 
housing.  

The law first passed in 1968 did not work well. Under the law, the Federal government had a small 
role in enforcing fair housing laws. In 1988, Congress enacted amendments to the Fair Housing Act 
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that gave the Departments of Justice and Housing and Urban Development a large role in enforcing 
the law. The Department of Justice litigates Fair Housing cases in court, while the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development investigates and attempts to resolve complaints of housing 
discrimination.  

Rights of Institutionalized Persons 

The Civil Rights of Institutionalized Persons Act of 1980 ensures that the rights of persons in 
institutions are protected against unconstitutional conditions. Those confined in government 
institutions include persons with disabilities, the elderly in government-run nursing homes, and 
prisoners.  

In March of 1972, a group of parents, volunteer organizations, and individual residents at the 
Willowbrook State School for the Mentally Retarded filed a federal lawsuit against the State of New 
York and the administrators of the school to correct conditions at the school. At that time, 
Willowbrook had a population of 5,700 housed in 43 buildings. Officially 65% over capacity, it was 
the largest institution of its kind in the United States. Over 75% of the residents were profoundly or 
severely retarded and over half had been in Willowbrook for more than 20 years. Conditions for the 
residents at Willowbrook were hazardous to the health, safety and sanity of the residents. The 
residences were dirty, people didn't have clean clothes to wear, the plumbing didn't work, and 
there were not enough doctors and nurses to take care of them. During 8 months in 1972, there 
were over 1,300 reported incidents of injury, assaults or fights. The Deputy Commissioner of the 
New York State Department of mental Hygiene in charge of Willowbrook described the institution 
as a "major tragedy." The Civil Rights Division intervened in the lawsuit as amicus curiae (which 
means "friend of the court") to help the parents and others prove that the rights of the residents 
were being violated. After 3 years of court actions, all the parties to the lawsuit agreed on a 
settlement to correct the conditions at Willowbrook. It was, however, several years before 
everything that was wrong with Willowbrook was fixed.  

Americans with Disabilities 

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) prohibits discrimination in employment, in 
places of public accommodation, including all hotels, restaurants, retail stores, theaters, health care 
facilities, convention centers, parks, and places of recreation, in transportation services, and in all 
activities of state and local governments because a person has a disability. 

Approximately 43,000,000 Americans have one or more physical or mental disabilities, and this 
number is increasing as the population as a whole is growing older. Individuals with disabilities 
continually encounter various forms of discrimination, including outright intentional exclusion and 
access to lesser services, programs, activities, benefits, jobs, or other opportunities.  

Think how difficult it would be to communicate with 911 (the emergency number) if you couldn't 
hear. A Telephone Device for the Deaf (TDD) is a machine that is used in conjunction with a 
telephone to communicate with others who are deaf, hard of hearing, or who have speech 
impairments, by typing and reading communications. A TDD user types his or her conversation, 
which is read on a display by the receiver using a TDD. Both parties must have TDDs to 
communicate. A TDD is similar to the teletypewriters used by Western Union to "wire" 
transmissions. When typing on a TDD, each letter is transmitted by an electronic code called 
Baudot, which is sent through the telephone line to the TDD on the receiving end of the call -- the 
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same way voice communications occur between two parties. The receiving TDD transforms the 
tones back to letters on a small display screen. But, until the ADA, most emergency services didn't 
have TDDs.  

For people in wheelchairs, there are many barriers in everyday life. Every building that has steps, 
but no wheelchair ramp, is out of reach. Even once inside a building, some carpets are so deep that 
the wheels on the chair can't be moved.  

In 1992, a 9 year old Seminole, Florida girl who has spina bifida and uses a wheelchair wanted to 
participate in a Sears, Roebuck and Co. modeling program - a 4 session course in fashion modeling 
for children ages 8-17. According to the girl's mother, the Model's Club Program instructor said that 
the girl could not participate in the program because they used a ramp for the models that was one 
foot off the ground and that the girl would be out of place with the other children. The U.S. 
Department of Justice's Civil Rights Division investigated the complaint and entered into a 
settlement agreement with Sears to ensure that this girl, and any other child with a disability, 
would be able to attend the modeling program.  

American Indians 

American Indians are those peoples who were on the North American continent before the arrival 
of Christopher Columbus in 1492. There were hundreds of different tribes native to both North and 
South America. Historically we have called these Native peoples Indians by mistake - Columbus 
thought he had reached the Continent of India. Today we use the term American Indian because 
that is the term used in the Constitution. Indian tribes call themselves by many names. They might 
be known by both an English name and a name in their tribal language. The Navajo call themselves 
Dine' which means "the People." The Tohono O'odham (People of the Desert) were known for many 
years by the name Papago.  

The Constitution of the United States specifically refers to Indian tribes where it says that "Congress 
shall have the power to regulate Commerce with foreign nations, among the several states, and with 
the Indian tribes."  

There are over five hundred and fifty American Indian tribes that have tribal governments that are 
recognized by the United States in a government to government relationship. There are also 
approximately 300 federal Indian reservations in the United States. On an Indian reservation the 
tribal government performs many of the same functions that State governments do. There are tribal 
court systems, departments of justice and police forces on most reservations.  

Indian reservations are usually lands that the tribes kept when they entered into treaties with the 
federal government. Indian Treaties have the same recognition under federal law as do treaties 
with foreign governments such as France or Germany. Some Indian Reservations are land bases 
that are larger than some states. The Navajo Reservation is approximately 14,000,000 acres of land. 
The State of Massachusetts is only 5,284,480 acres. The Wind River Reservation in Wyoming is 
1,888,000 acres. The State of Rhode Island is 776,960 acres. There are twelve Indian Reservations 
that are larger than Rhode Island and nine reservations larger than Delaware (1,316,480 acres). 
The Navajo Reservation, which is the largest, is larger than nine States (Maryland, Vermont, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Hawaii, Connecticut, Delaware and Rhode Island).  
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American Indians are also a racial group who sometimes face discrimination the same as African 
Americans do. In fact, before the civil rights laws were enacted, in some states you could find three 
separate drinking fountains labeled "whites," "Colored" and "Indian." There were also three 
sections in some movie theaters. All of the civil rights laws that protect people from discrimination 
because of race or color or national origin also protect American Indians.  

Recently the U.S. Department of Justice sued a school district in Utah for not having a high school in 
the remote community of Navajo Mountain. The Navajo and Paiute high school age students who 
live in this community all had to go more than 90 miles from home and live in dormitories or with 
relatives and attend boarding schools operated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. The school district 
had built high schools in the communities where non-Indians lived. The school district argued that 
because the Indians live on a reservation they didn't have a right to a public school built and 
operated by the district. American Indians are citizens of the United States and of the States where 
they live. The court ruled that even though they live on an Indian reservation, American Indians 
have a right to receive all of the same services that state and county governments offer to all other 
citizens of the state. The settlement of this lawsuit required the school district to build a new high 
school in this community. A temporary high school program began in September 1997. This lawsuit 
was the first time the Civil Rights Division had ever enforced the education statutes on behalf of 
American Indians. This lawsuit was originally filed by Indian students and their parents. Both the 
Navajo Nation and the United States joined in the lawsuit to support the students and their parents.  

Japanese American Interment 

On December 7, 1941, the country of Japan bombed the United States military base at Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii. As a result, the United States entered World War II against Japan, Germany and Italy. As a 
result of the war with Japan, many people in the U.S. did not trust people of Japanese ancestry. Even 
Japanese-Americans who were born in this country were mistakenly thought to be loyal to Japan. 
There was no proof that they were disloyal to America. However, the federal government and its 
military leaders decided that no one of Japanese ancestry could live on the west coast of the United 
States, while people of Italian and German ancestry could remain. On February 19, 1942, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066, which began this prohibition.  

Over 120,000 people, including children and the elderly, were required to leave their homes in 
California and parts of Washington, Oregon and Arizona. Most people did not have time to store or 
sell their household goods at a fair price. Some people moved to other states, but the majority went 
to internment camps. They were only allowed to take few belongings with them, and many families 
lost virtually everything they owned except what they could carry. Internees spent many years in 
camp, behind barbed wire fences and with armed guards patrolling the camps. Entire families lived 
in cramped, one room quarters that were poorly constructed.  

In 1980, the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians was established by 
Congress. This commission reviewed the impact of Executive Order 9066 on Japanese-Americans 
and determined that they were the victims of discrimination by the Federal government.  

On August 10, 1988, President Ronald Reagan signed the Civil Liberties Act of 1988. The Act was 
passed by Congress to provide a Presidential apology and symbolic payment of $20,000.00 to the 
internees, evacuees, and persons of Japanese ancestry who lost liberty or property because of 
discriminatory action by the Federal government during World War II. The Act also created the 
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Civil Liberties Public Education Fund to help teach children and the public about the internment 
period.  
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5- UFW Strikes & Boycotts 
 
For more than a century farmworkers had been denied a decent life in the fields and communities 
of California's agricultural valleys. Essential to the state's biggest industry, but only so long as they 
remained exploited and submissive farmworkers had tried but failed so many times to organize 
the giant agribusiness farms that most observers considered it a hopeless task. And yet by the 
early 1960's things were beginning to change beneath the surface. Within another fifteen years 
more than 50,000 farmworkers were protected by union contracts. 
The Bracero program, an informal arrangement between the United States and Mexican 
governments, became Public Law 78 in 1951. Started during World War II as a program to provide 
Mexican agricultural workers to growers, it continued after the war.  

Public Law 78 stated that no bracero-a temporary worker imported from Mexico-could replace a 
domestic worker. In reality this provision was rarely enforced. In fact the growers had wanted the 
Bracero program to continue after the war precisely in order to replace domestic workers. 

The small but energetic National Farm Labor Union, led by dynamic organizer Ernesto Galarza, 
found its efforts to create a lasting California farmworkers union in the 1940's and 50's stymied 
again and again by the growers' manipulation of braceros. 

Over time, however, farmworkers, led by Cesar Chavez, were able to call upon allies in other 
unions, in churches and in community groups affiliated with the growing civil rights movement, to 
put enough pressure on politicians to end the Bracero Program by 1964. 
 

CONDITIONS OF FARM WORKERS & THEIR WORK  

 

But some things hadn't changed. Grape pickers in 1965 were making 
an average of $.90/hour, plus ten cents per "lug" (basket) picked. 
State laws regarding working standards were simply ignored by 
growers. At one farm the boss made the workers all drink from the 
same cup "a beer can"in the field; at another ranch workers were 
forced to pay a quarter per cup. No ranches had portable field toilets. 
Workers' temporary housing was strictly segregated by race, and 
they paid two dollars or more per day for unheated metal shacks-
often infested with mosquitoes-with no indoor plumbing or cooking 
facilities.  

Farm labor contractors played favorites with workers, selecting friends first, sometimes accepting 
bribes. Child labor was rampant, and many workerswere injured or died in easily preventable 
accidents. The average life expectancy of a farmworker was 49 years.  

NEW ORGANIZATIONS, NEW POSSIBILITIES 
 
Two organizations attempted to represent and organize the farmworkers. One had been formed in 
1959 by the AFL-CIO, called the Agricultural Workers Organizing Committee. It was an outgrowth 
of an earlier farmworker organization, the Agricultural Workers Association (AWA), founded by 
Dolores Huerta. AWOC was mostly composed of Filipinos, Chicanos, Anglos and Black workers. 
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The Filipino workers in particular had experience organizing unions in the fields and with strikes. 
Two of its early leaders were Larry Itliong, a Filipino, and Dolores Huerta, a Chicana. 

The National Farm Workers Association (NFWA) was started by a young Chicano named Cesar 
Chavez in 1962. Chavez, the son of a family of extremely poor farmworkers, had risen through the 
ranks of the grassroots Community Service Organization (CSO) to become its national director. 
CSO worked with communities to solve problems through organizing and direct action. But when 
CSO refused to concentrate its efforts on organizing farmworkers, Chavez left to found the NFWA. 
From his base in Delano, he traveled for three years from town to town in the central valleys of 
California, meeting with groups of farmworkers in their homes, tirelessly building an organization 
he hoped would one day become an effective union. His co-founder was Dolores Huerta, one of the 
CSO's farmworker activists. 

BEFORE THE BEGINNING 
 
Two short strikes occurred in the spring of 1965. Eighty-five farmworkers in a McFarland rose 
farm asked the NFWA to help them gain a wage increase. Assisted by Chavez and Huerta, the 
workers struck. After a few days the growers agreed to the wage increase but not to union 
recognition. The workers contented themselves with the money and returned to work. 

Around the same time AWOC led a walkout of hundreds of Filipino and Mexican grape pickers in 
Coachella Valley. Although the bracero program had officially ended the year before, a new U.S.-
Mexico agreement allowed growers to import Mexican workers, if they were paid $1.25 an hour, 
and never paid more than domestic workers. When Coachella grape growers attempted to pay the 
local workers less than the imported workers, the Filipinos, many of whom were AWOC members, 
refused to work. 

Coachella grapes, grown in southernmost California, ripen first in the state. Getting the grapes 
picked and to market quickly is crucial to the Coachella growers' profits. After ten days the 
growers decided to pay everyone $1.25 per hour, including Chicanos who had joined the Filipinos. 
Once more, however, no union contract was signed. 

IT STARTED IN DELANO 
 
At the end of summer the grapes were ripening in the fields around Delano, a farm town north of 
Bakersfield. Many of the farmworkers from the successful Coachella action had come up to Delano, 
trailing the grape harvest. Farmworkers demanded $1.25 per hour, and when they didn't receive 
it, on September 8 nine farms were struck, organized by AWOC's Larry Itliong. 

After five days growers began to bring in Chicano scabs from the surrounding area. AWOC 
approached Chavez and asked the NFWA to join the mostly Filipino strike. At a meeting on 
September 16, packed with hundreds of workers, at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church in 
Delano, the NFWA voted unanimously, to shouts of "Viva la Huelga!", to strike too. Chavez was 
apprehensive. Asked later when he felt his organization-which had $100 in its bank account, 
would have been ready to go out on a big strike, he replied, "About 1968." 

In joining the strike, the NFWA, with many more members than AWOC, took the lead. It also 
strengthened the ethnic make up of the strike: now the majority of workers involved were 
Chicano. By September 20 more than thirty farms were out, with several thousand workers 
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leaving the fields. Despite the large numbers of striking farmworkers, however, the workers could 
not muster picket lines at all the ranches simultaneously. There were many fields strung across 
hundreds of miles. 

NFWA and AWOC set up a system of roving pickets, with different fields picketed each day. Fifteen 
or twenty cars full of pickets would go to a field where a grower was attempting to use 
strikebreakers. Striking workers, often harassed by the growers and police, sometimes violently, 
would try to get the scabs to leave the fields. Remarkably, their appeals were successful much of 
the time in persuading workers to join the strike. 

The growers made a mistake almost immediately. They had always been able to end strikes with 
small wage concessions. Soon after the strike began, they raised wages to $1.25 per hour. This 
time they were shocked to discover it wasn't enough. The raise merely encouraged the strikers to 
believe they were being effective. Now there had to be a union, too. 

SQUEEZING THE COMPANIES WITH A BOYCOTT 
 
Shortly after the strike erupted, Chavez called upon the public to refrain from buying grapes 
without a union label. Union volunteers were sent out to big cities, where they established boycott 
centers that organized friendly groups-unions, churches, community organizations-to not buy 
grapes, and in turn to join in publicizing the boycott. 

The strikers' cause was boosted by other events in the nation at the same time. The Civil Rights 
movement had increased public awareness of the effects of racism, including lowered standards of 
living for the victims of prejudice in housing, employment, schools, voting, and other areas of daily 
life. The Civil Rights movement focused attention on the treatment of Blacks in the south. But the 
situation in the fields of California proved similar enough that the largely Chicano and Filipino 
farmworkers benefited by the new public understanding of racism. As a result, millions of 
consumers stopped buying table grapes. 

THE BIGGER THEY ARE . . . 
 
The two biggest growers in the Delano area, Schenley and DiGiorgio, were the most vulnerable to 
the boycott. Both companies were owned by corporate entities with headquarters far from 
Delano. For each company grape growing was a relatively minor part of a larger economic empire. 
Schenley and DiGiorgio had union contracts with workers in many other parts of their business. 
The boycott had the potential to hurt sales in other product areas, and to harm labor relations 
with their other workers. 

Schenley was the first to crack. Soon after the strike began Schenley had sprayed striking workers 
with agricultural poisons. In protest the NFWA organized a march to Sacramento. Seventy strikers 
left Delano on foot on March 17, 1966, led by Chavez. They walked nearly 340 miles in 25 days. 
Along the way they picked up hundreds of friends and rallied with thousands of people. A Chicano 
theater group, El Teatro Campesino, staged skits about the struggle from the back of a flatbed 
truck every night. The march attracted media attention and public support. Arriving in 
Sacramento on Easter morning, Chavez announced to a cheering demonstration of 10,000 
supporters in front of the Capitol building that Schenley had bowed before the pressure and 
signed an agreement with the NFWA. 
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Within weeks, DiGiorgio agreed to hold a representation election. But before the election could be 
held, a complication arose. The International Brotherhood of Teamsters, ignoring the questions of 
social justice at the core of the farmworkers' campaign for union recognition, offered itself to 
DiGiorgio as a conservative alternative to the NFWA/AWOC. The grower eagerly assented. Chavez 
and the NFWA, infuriated at this betrayal by another union, called for the workers to boycott the 
election. Heeding the call of the union, more than half the 800 workers at DiGiorgio's huge Sierra 
Vista ranch refused to vote. 

Governor Pat Brown appointed an arbitrator, who ordered another election. This time the NFWA 
beat the Teamsters decisively. The two largest growers in Delano were employers of union labor. 

LA HUELGA CONTINUES 
 
However, the strike dragged on at dozens of grape farms throughout the Delano area. In the past a 
farmworkers' union would have been unable to survive such a long conflict. But there was 
strength in worker solidarity. NFWA and AWOC merged during the summer, just before the 
DiGiorgio election. On August 22, the two organizations became the United Farm Workers 
Organizing Committee, AFL-CIO (UFWOC). The new union received organizing funds from the 
AFL-CIO, as well as strike support from other unions consisting of food, cash, and office 
equipment. 

Despite continuing Teamster collusion with the growers, the UFWOC organized steadily in the 
fields, and the grape boycott gathered steam in the cities. By 1970 the UFW got grape growers to 
accept union contracts and effectively organized most of that industry, claiming 50,000 dues 
paying members - the most ever represented by a union in California agriculture. Gains included a 
union-run hiring hall, a health clinic and health plan, credit union, community center and 
cooperative gas station, as well as higher wages. The hiring hall meant an end to discrimination 
and favoritism by labor contractors. 

In cities around the country UFW support became stronger. UFWOC, as Chavez had envisioned, 
had become both a union and a civil rights movement, and this was the key to its success. The dual 
character of the farmworkers organization gave it a depth of moral pressure and sense of mission 
felt by members and supporters alike. It seemed as if the farmworkers of California had finally 
created a union that would last. 
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6 – CRF Civil Rights Protest 

Social Protests 

The modern civil rights movement grew out of a long history of social protest. In the South, any 
protest risked violent retaliation. Even so, between 1900 and 1950, community leaders in many 
Southern cities protested segregation. The National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP), the leading civil rights organization of this era, battled racism by lobbying for 
federal anti-lynching legislation and challenging segregation laws in court. 

Following World War II, a great push to 
end segregation began. The NAACP grew 
from 50,000 to half a million members. 
The walls of segregation that existed 
outside the South started crumbling. In 
1947, Jackie Robinson broke the color 
barrier in Major League Baseball and soon 
black athletes participated in all 
professional sports. In 1948, President 
Harry S. Truman ordered the integration 
of the armed forces. 

The greatest victory occurred in 1954. In 
Brown v. Board of Education, the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled unconstitutional 
separate schools for blacks and whites. 
This deeply shocked many Southern 
whites. White Citizens Councils, joined by 
prominent citizens, sprouted throughout 
the South. They vowed that integration 
would never take place. In this 
atmosphere, the social protests of the civil 
rights movement were born. 

The Montgomery Bus Boycott 

In December 1955 in Montgomery, 
Alabama, one of the first major protests 
began. Rosa Parks, a black woman, 
refused to give her bus seat to a white 
passenger, as required by the city’s segregation laws. Although often depicted as a weary older 
woman too tired to get up and move, Parks was actually a longtime, active member of the NAACP. A 
committed civil rights activist, she decided that she was not going to move. She was arrested and 
jailed for her defiant and courageous act. 

The NAACP saw Parks’ arrest as an opportunity to challenge segregation laws in a major Southern 
city. The NAACP called on Montgomery’s black political and religious leaders to advocate a one-day 
boycott protesting her arrest. More than 75 percent of Montgomery’s black residents regularly used 
the bus system. On the day of the boycott, only eight blacks rode Montgomery’s buses. 

 

Rosa Parks’ act of defiance helped spark the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott. Behind Parks is the 
Reverent Martin Luther King Jr. (Wikimedia 
Commons) 
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The success of the one-day boycott inspired black leaders to organize a long-term boycott. They 
demanded an end to segregation on the city’s buses. Until this demand was met, blacks would 
refuse to ride Montgomery’s buses. A young Baptist minister named Martin Luther King Jr. led the 
boycott. 

Car pools were organized to get black participants to work. Many walked where they needed to go. 
After a month, Montgomery’s businesses were beginning to feel the boycott’s effects. Some 
segregationists retaliated. Blacks were arrested for walking on public sidewalks. Bombs exploded in 
four black churches. King’s home was firebombed. 

King conceived of a strategy of non-violence and civil disobedience to resist the violent opposition 
to the boycott. In school, Henry David Thoreau’s writings on civil disobedience had deeply 
impressed King. But King did not believe the Christian idea of “turning the other cheek” applied to 
social action until he studied the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi, who introduced the “weapon” of 
non-violence during India’s struggle for independence from Great Britain. “We decided to raise up 
only with the weapon of protest,” King said. “It is one of the greatest glories of America.... Don’t let 
anyone pull you so low as to hate them. We must use the weapon of love.” The tactic of non-violence 
proved effective in hundreds of civil rights protests in the racially segregated South. 

The Montgomery bus boycott lasted 382 days. It ended when the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that 
segregation on the city’s buses was unconstitutional. 

The success of the boycott propelled King to national prominence and to leadership in the civil 
rights movement. When some Southern black ministers established the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) in 1957, they chose King as its leader. The SCLC continued to lead 
non-violent boycotts, demonstrations, and marches protesting segregation throughout the South. 

The Sit-ins 

In February 1960, four black college freshmen sat down at a segregated Woolworth’s lunch counter 
in Greensboro, North Carolina, and politely asked to be served. They were ignored but remained 
seated until the counter closed. The next day they returned with more students, who sat peacefully 
at the counter waiting to be served. They, like the protesters in Montgomery, were practicing non-
violent, civil disobedience. The Greensboro lunch-counter demonstrations were called “sit-ins.” As 
word of them spread, other students in cities throughout the South started staging sit-ins. By April 
1960, more than 50,000 students had joined sit-ins. 

The tactic called for well-dressed and perfectly behaved students to enter a lunch counter and ask 
for service. They would not move until they were served. If they were arrested, other students 
would take their place. 

Students in many cities endured taunts, arrests, and even beatings. But their persistence paid off. 
Many targeted businesses began to integrate. 

In October 1960, black students across the nation formed the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC — pronounced “snick”) to carry on the work that students had begun in the 
Greensboro sit-ins. SNCC operated throughout the deep South, organizing demonstrations, teaching 
in “Freedom Schools,” and registering voters. 



Page 22 of 118 
 

The Freedom Ride 

Some of the most dangerous and 
dramatic episodes of the civil rights 
movement took place on the Freedom 
Ride. This was organized in 1961 by the 
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), a 
civil rights group committed to direct, 
non-violent action. More than a decade 
earlier, the U.S. Supreme Court had 
declared segregation on interstate buses 
and in interstate terminals 
unconstitutional. Despite this decision, 
the buses and stations remained rigidly 
segregated. 

In May 1961, black and white freedom 
riders boarded buses bound for 
Southern states. At each stop, they 
planned to enter the segregated areas. 
CORE Director James Farmer said: “We 
felt we could count on the racists of the 
South to create a crisis so that the 
federal government would be compelled 
to enforce the law.” At first, the riders 
met little resistance. But in Alabama, 
white supremacists surrounded one of 
the freedom riders’ buses, set it afire, 
and attacked the riders as they exited. Outside Birmingham, Alabama, a second bus was stopped. 
Eight white men boarded the bus and savagely beat the non-violent freedom riders with sticks and 
chains. 

When he heard about the violence, President Kennedy sent federal agents to protect the freedom 
riders. Although the president urged the freedom riders to stop, they refused. Regularly met by mob 
violence and police brutality, hundreds of freedom riders were beaten and jailed. Although the 
Freedom Ride never reached its planned destination, New Orleans, it achieved its purpose. At the 
prodding of the Kennedy administration, the Interstate Commerce Commission ordered the 
integration of all interstate bus, train, and air terminals. Signs indicating “colored” and “white” 
sections came down in more than 300 Southern stations. 

Birmingham 

In 1963, Martin Luther King announced that the SCLC would travel to Birmingham, Alabama, to 
integrate public and commercial facilities. In defiance of Supreme Court orders, Birmingham had 
closed its public parks, swimming pools, and golf courses rather than integrate them. Its 
restaurants and lunch counters remained segregated. 

Peaceful demonstrators singing “We Shall Overcome” met an enraged white populace and an irate 
police chief named Eugene “Bull” Connor. Day after day, more demonstrators, including King, were 

 

A Freedom Rider sits in an Alabama hospital after 
being beaten. (Wikimedia Commons) 
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thrown in jail. After a month, African-American youth, aged 6 to 18, started demonstrating. They 
too were jailed, and when the jails filled, they were held in school buses and vans. As 
demonstrations continued, Connor had no place left to house prisoners. Americans watched the 
evening news in horror as Connor used police dogs, billy clubs, and high-pressure fire hoses to get 
the children demonstrators off the streets. As tension mounted, city and business leaders gave in. 
They agreed to desegregate public facilities, hire black employees, and release all the people in jail. 

March on Washington 

The violence in Birmingham and elsewhere in the South prompted the Kennedy administration to 
act. It proposed a civil rights bill outlawing segregation in public facilities and discrimination in 
employment. The bill faced solid opposition from Southern members of Congress. In response, civil 
rights leaders organized a massive march on Washington, D.C. On August, 28, 1963, hundreds of 
thousands of Americans traveled to the nation’s capital to demonstrate for civil rights. The peaceful 
march culminated in a rally where civil rights leaders demanded equal opportunity for jobs and the 
full implementation of constitutional rights for racial minorities. Martin Luther King delivered his 
famous “I Have a Dream” speech. It inspired thousands of people to increase their efforts and 
thousands of others to join the civil rights movement for the first time. Full press and television 
coverage brought the March on Washington to international attention. 

Mississippi Freedom Summer 

Much of the civil rights movement focused on voting rights. Since Reconstruction, Southern states 
had systematically denied African Americans the right to vote. Perhaps the worst example was 
Mississippi, the poorest state in the nation. Many Mississippi counties had no registered black 
voters. Blacks lived under the constant threat of violence. Medgar Evers, a major civil rights leader 
in Mississippi, was murdered outside his home in 1963. 

In 1964, SNCC and other civil rights organizations turned their attention to Mississippi. They 
planned to register Mississippi blacks to vote, organize a “Freedom Democratic Party” to challenge 
the whites-only Mississippi Democratic Party, establish freedom schools, and open community 
centers where blacks could obtain legal and medical assistance. 

In June, only days after arriving in Mississippi, three Freedom Summer workers disappeared. They 
had been arrested for speeding and then released. On August 4, their bodies were found buried on a 
farm. The discovery directed the media’s attention to Mississippi, just two weeks before the 
Democratic National Convention was scheduled to begin. 

A major dispute over the Mississippi delegation was brewing. The Mississippi Freedom Democratic 
Party had elected delegates to attend the convention. They demanded to be seated in place of the 
segregationist Mississippi Democrats. Ultimately, a compromise was struck, but the power struggle 
at the convention raised the issue of voting rights before the entire nation. 

Selma 

In December 1964, the SCLC started a voter-registration campaign in Selma, Alabama. Although 
blacks outnumbered whites in Selma, few were registered to vote. For almost two months, Martin 
Luther King led marches to the courthouse to register voters. The sheriff responded by jailing the 
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demonstrators, including King. The SCLC got a federal court order to stop the sheriff from 
interfering, but election officials still refused to register any blacks. 

King decided to organize a march from Selma to Montgomery, the state capital. As marchers 
crossed the Edmund Pettis Bridge out of Selma, state police attacked. A national television audience 
watched police beat men, women, and children mercilessly. This brutal attack shocked the nation 
and galvanized support for the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which would put elections in Southern 
states under federal control. 

Two weeks later, the march resumed under federal protection. More than 20,000 people celebrated 
when the marchers reached Montgomery, the site of the bus boycott 10 years earlier. 

The North 

Civil rights 
demonstrations 
also took place 
in the North. 
Although legal 
segregation 
existed 
primarily in the 
South, Northern 
blacks endured 
discrimination 
in employment 
and housing. 
Most lived in 
poverty in 
urban ghettos. 
King led 
demonstrations 
in Chicago, 
which the U.S. 
Commission on 
Civil Rights 
called the “most 
residentially 
segregated large city in the nation.” Complaints of police brutality mobilized many African 
Americans and their supporters. They organized street rallies, picket lines, and other forms of non-
violent protest that had dominated the civil rights movement in the South. Like their counterparts 
in the South, many of these protesters encountered hostility among the white population. 

Until the 1960s, the civil rights movement had been integrated and non-violent. As the decade 
continued, however, the mood of confrontation intensified, reflecting the growing frustration of 
millions of African Americans. Major riots broke out in American cities, including Newark, Detroit, 
and Los Angeles. Thousands of injuries and arrests intensified the social conflicts. The 1968 
assassination of Martin Luther King sparked more violence, forcing the United States to confront its 
most troubling domestic crisis since the Civil War. 

 

Thousands of Americans joined the March on Washington in August 1963. 
(Wikimedia Commons) 
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A “black power” movement emerged, challenging the philosophies of non-violence and integration. 
Like the non-violent movement, this development had powerful historical roots. It originated in the 
violent resistance against slavery and continued in the outlook of major black spokespersons 
throughout the 20th century. In the late 1960s, SNCC and CORE adopted “black power.” Activists 
argued that legal gains alone without corresponding economic and political power would deny 
millions of African Americans equal opportunity. 

By the end of the decade with the Vietnam War escalating, the entire nation was in turmoil. Anti-
war protests crossed paths with unrest in the cities. Black power took many forms. The Nation of 
Islam preached black separatism. Members of the Black Panther Party set up breakfast programs 
for children and published a daily newspaper while they armed themselves for a revolution. The 
media shifted focus from non-violent black leaders to the most radical black spokespersons. These 
new, more militant philosophies created considerable anxiety in mainstream America. By the mid-
1970s, however, the Vietnam War had ended and the protests had subsided. 

But the civil rights movement left a lasting legacy, forever changing the face of America. It pushed 
America toward its stated ideal of equality under the law. Blacks now vote freely throughout the 
South. The injustices and indignities of racially segregated restaurants, bathrooms, and theaters 
have become a regrettable relic of the past. The civil rights movement did not end America’s racial 
problems, but it showed that great changes are possible. 

For Discussion and Writing 

1. What do you think were the most effective strategies used during the civil rights 
movement? Why? 

During the civil rights movement, Martin Luther King stressed the involvement of many groups and 
reached out to people of all colors in the struggle for equality. The black power movement focused 
on organizing blacks, sometimes to the exclusion of other groups. What are the strengths and 
weaknesses of each approach? Which do you think is more effective? Why? 
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7- Is It An 'Uprising' Or A 'Riot'? Depends On Who's Watching 
http://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2015/04/30/403303769/uprising-or-riot-depends-
whos-watching 

It's no surprise that people can't agree on a label for what's happening in Baltimore. There was little 
agreement about what to call Ferguson, too: The action in both has been described as "riots," 
"uprisings" and "civil unrest." People use different terms in different contexts for different reasons. 

In Los Angeles in 1992, fires blossomed after four LAPD officers were acquitted of the assault on 
Rodney King — even though half the world had seen what's now known as the "Rodney King 
Video," captured by an appalled onlooker. 

Two years ago, University of Southern California sociologist Karen Sternheimer wrote "Civil Unrest, 
Riots and Rebellions: What's the Difference?" for the Everyday Sociology Blog. 

While the 1992 crisis was often called a riot, Sternheimer wrote that it had elements of all three 
terms: "Civil unrest often occurs when a group strives to gain attention for something they feel is 
unjust." When the jury declared "not guilty" for the officers on trial, there was disbelief. 

"People felt angry enough to disrupt the social order," Steinheimer continued, "because many felt 
like the justice system had severely let them down." 

Over time, black communities in LA and Ferguson, Mo., had come to believe they were occupied by 
hostile police departments that didn't resemble their civilian populations and focused their policing 
on containment and suppression, rather than protecting and serving. In LA, the last straw was the 
exoneration of the officers despite clear video evidence of the abuse: Parts of the city burned in a 
matter of hours. Fifty-five people died and property damage reached $1 billion. 

"Riots are characterized by unruly mobs, often engaging in violence and mayhem," Sternheimer 
wrote. 

Jack Schneider, an assistant professor in the education department at the College of the Holy Cross, 
noted at the Huffington Post last year that throughout American history, white citizens were lauded 
when they rose up against perceived tyranny. Actions that came to be known as Shay's Rebellion 
and Bacon's Rebellion were called rebellions; participants were considered patriots. "When blacks 
become involved, however," Schneider wrote, an uprising isn't a rebellion. It's a riot. Harlem, Watts, 
Chicago, or more recently, Ferguson." 

These have been characterized as "resistance to authority or control," Schneider added. The 
assumption by those in power is those instances of civil unrest were hooliganism, not "simmering 
resentment and honest anger" to oppressive conditions. 

Need a clear example of how perspective can cloud the media mirror? Here's this, from the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, after a student riot in 2011 that left windows smashed and cars flipped: 

"More than 10,000 students rallied Wednesday night in anger after Penn State University trustees 
announced that longtime football coach Joe Paterno had been fired." 

http://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2015/04/30/403303769/uprising-or-riot-depends-whos-watching
http://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2015/04/30/403303769/uprising-or-riot-depends-whos-watching
http://www.everydaysociologyblog.com/
http://www.everydaysociologyblog.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jack-schneider/ferguson-race-riots-rebellion_b_6354102.html
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What was a riot became a rally. 

Riots can also start out as one thing and morph into something else. Ferguson protests were largely 
peaceful until an aggressive police response infuriated many marchers. What started as a 
demonstration against police brutality and racism became, some said, a demonstration of police 
brutality. 

"There can be resistance to oppression," said Marc Lamont Hill, a political commentator and 
Morehouse College professor, in a conversation with CNN anchor Don Lemon. 

Resistance, Hill said, "looks different ways to different people." And, he added, it's not something 
that can be neatly contained or scheduled. "You can't tell people where to die-in, where to resist, 
how to protest." While many in and on the media were referring to the Baltimore demonstrators as 
rioters, Hill refused. "I'm calling these uprisings," he insisted, "and I think it's an important 
distinction to make." 

Baltimore, Hill said, is one in a series of cities where people pushed back against "the state violence 
that's been waged against black female and male bodies forever." Just as the media are covering the 
flames when cities are burning, Hill told Lemon, they should also be looking at root causes behind 
the fires. Riot, unrest, rebellion, uprising — what we call them is not a to-may-to, to-mah-to 
argument. The words may describe the same event, but they mean very different things. 
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8- Civil Unrest, Riots, and Rebellions: What's the Difference?  

By Karen Sternheimer  

This year marks the twentieth anniversary of what is commonly known as the 1992 Los Angeles 
riot, events triggered by the acquittal of four LAPD officers charged with beating suspected drunk 
driver Rodney King. Here in Los Angeles, there have been many reflections on the events that took 
place over a six day period, which ended with the deaths of 54 people, thousands of injuries, and 
estimates of $1 billion in property damage due to thousands of buildings set on fire. 

Typically, the events are called riots, but some refer to what happened as a rebellion, uprising, or 
civil unrest. Do all of these terms apply? While it might just seem like semantics, sociologists who 
study collective behavior can help us understand the differences between these concepts and help 
us better understand what happened twenty years ago—and many other times throughout history. 

The term civil unrest is the broadest term of the three. Simply put, civil unrest involves a disruption 

of the typical social order; it can involve a strike or protest, and it can be peaceful or involve 

violence. Both riots and rebellions are forms of civil unrest. Civil unrest often occurs when a group 

strives to gain attention for something they feel is unjust.  

According to this definition, the events of 1992 clearly fit in the category of civil unrest. People 

felt angry enough to disrupt the social order because many felt like the justice system had 

severely let them down. While many African Americans had experienced police brutality over 

the years, seldom was there video evidence that seemed to support their complaints. 

The grainy video, taken by a bystander from his home, appeared to show that [Rodney] King was 

not resisting arrest when the beating continued. While virtually everyone has a video camera 

today, they were far less common in the early 1990s, and so this video was unique. That the 

officers were found not guilty suggested that even with video evidence, police brutality against 

African Americans could go unchecked. This helped fuel outrage in a community with a long 

history of tensions with police. 

In 1992, much of this anger took the form of arson, looting, and violence. Riots are 

characterized by unruly mobs, often engaging in violence and mayhem. There is no doubt 

that a great deal of rioting took place during those days in 1992. Some people were pulled from 

their cars and beaten, most notably a truck driver named Reginald Denny, whose brutal beating 

happened on live television. This kind of senseless violence tends to drown out any legitimate 

grievance a group may have, and helps characterize rioters as out-of-control thugs. 

Nineteenth century French sociologist Gustave Le Bon believed that people can become 

overtaken by a crowd mentality, and essentially can cease to behave rationally. He argued that 

because people feel anonymous, they commit acts of violence more freely. And yet several of the 

men who were found guilty of beating Denny had criminal pasts and were active gang members. 

One of the main assailants was later convicted of murdering a drug dealer, so rather than 

everyday people caught up in the moment, in this case the central attackers had violent pasts. But 

some of the other participants did not. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Karen-Sternheimer/98567192539?ref=s
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rodney_King
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2012/04/la-riots-memories-of-mob-violence-fade-at-florence-and-normandie.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Collective_behavior
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_unrest
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riot
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reginald_Denny_incident
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gustave_Le_Bon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reginald_Denny_incident#The_.22L.A._Four.22
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More recently, sociologists have considered crowds to be more complex than Le Bon did. Rather 

than a uniform contagion, people tend to be involved in episodes of civil unrest for different 

reasons. David Snow, Louis Zurcher, and Robert Peters noted that participants can range from 

people who have a significant personal stake in a cause to those who take advantage of the 

lawlessness of the moment. 

Clearly, many people saw the unrest as an opportunity to commit crime with little consequences. 

I lived in Los Angeles in 1992 and remember getting on the freeway during the second day of the 

unrest and noticing that fewer people paid attention to speed limits than usual. It was a free for 

all. I thought I recognized one of the looters on the news, carrying a television set from an 

electronics store, as someone who worked in a store I had frequented too. 

These are the kinds of images that get the most media attention—they are frightening and 

dramatic. Images of people burning cars and buildings, beating passers-by, and stealing from 

stores does not create a lot of public sympathy and tends to dominate the way we view events. 

That’s why we tend to view the incident as a riot. 

For some people—those involved in public protests, whose intentions were to challenge the 

injustice they saw in the verdict—their purpose was rebellion. Unlike a riot, a rebellion 

tends to be more organized and has clearer goals for change. Rebellions can be violent or 

non-violent, and they are often characterized by attempts to change the social order in 

some way. Rather than merely blowing off steam fueled by anger, participants see their 

actions as part of a larger rebellion that aims to create policy changes. 

After the dust settled and the fires were put out, some gang leaders brokered a gang truce, trying 

to reduce the amount of violence in their neighborhoods. A nonprofit organization, Homeboy 

Industries, began a jobs training program for former gang members looking to get away from 

gang life. City business leaders formed a group called Rebuild LA, which promised to bring 

businesses to the areas hardest hit by riots, areas with high unemployment rates and few basic 

amenities like major grocery chains. Although it had some success, many of its promises went 

undelivered. 

So were the events of 1992 an example of civil unrest, a riot, or a rebellion? From a sociological 

perspective, all of the above. 

Posted by W. W. Norton on May 03, 2012 in Behind the Headlines, Class and Stratification, 

Crime and Deviance, Karen Sternheimer, Race and Ethnicity, Social Problems, Politics, and 

Social Change, Social Psychology 

 

http://www.everydaysociologyblog.com/2012/05/civil-unrest-riots-and-rebellions-whats-the-

difference.html?cid=6a00d83534ac5b69e20168ebb35d82970c#comment-

6a00d83534ac5b69e20168ebb35d82970c 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rebellion
http://articles.latimes.com/1997-05-18/local/me-60016_1_gang-truce
http://homeboy-industries.org/
http://homeboy-industries.org/
http://www.npr.org/2012/04/29/151608071/after-l-a-riots-an-effort-to-rebuild-a-broken-city
http://www.npr.org/2012/04/29/151608071/after-l-a-riots-an-effort-to-rebuild-a-broken-city
http://www.everydaysociologyblog.com/behind_the_headlines/
http://www.everydaysociologyblog.com/making_the_personal_sociological/
http://www.everydaysociologyblog.com/trends/
http://www.everydaysociologyblog.com/karen_sternheimer/
http://www.everydaysociologyblog.com/race_and_ethnicity/
http://www.everydaysociologyblog.com/changing_the_world/
http://www.everydaysociologyblog.com/changing_the_world/
http://www.everydaysociologyblog.com/social_psychology/
http://www.everydaysociologyblog.com/2012/05/civil-unrest-riots-and-rebellions-whats-the-difference.html?cid=6a00d83534ac5b69e20168ebb35d82970c#comment-6a00d83534ac5b69e20168ebb35d82970c
http://www.everydaysociologyblog.com/2012/05/civil-unrest-riots-and-rebellions-whats-the-difference.html?cid=6a00d83534ac5b69e20168ebb35d82970c#comment-6a00d83534ac5b69e20168ebb35d82970c
http://www.everydaysociologyblog.com/2012/05/civil-unrest-riots-and-rebellions-whats-the-difference.html?cid=6a00d83534ac5b69e20168ebb35d82970c#comment-6a00d83534ac5b69e20168ebb35d82970c
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9- Understanding Why People Riot 

By Ken Eisold, Ph.D.  

Hidden Motives 

Riots are more complex than "criminality, pure and simple."  

We hear it all the time about riots: "hooliganism" or, as David Cameron put it last week, 

"criminality, pure and simple." But riots are complex events, hard to reduce to something as simple 

as that. 

It's no surprise that established authorities, feeling attacked, see the violent behavior of their 

citizens in such terms. They react by becoming dismissive and punitive. The Chinese government 

used the same language to characterize student protests in Tiananmen Square, as did Arab leaders 

recently to describe rebellions in their countries. 

And often there is an element of truth in such descriptions. If you have ever been in mob that was 

agitated about some injustice, you know how contagious it can be. Ordinary people, normal citizens, 

you and me - we get swept up and do things that would be unlikely under other circumstances: 

shouting, shoving, throwing rocks, smashing windows, and, yes, even looting. 

It usually takes an incident to get a riot started, such as an accident or the police attacking or killing 

an innocent bystander. But once it has begun, the raging mob has a life of its own. Deep-seated 

resentments, repetitive frustrations and long standing disappointments galvanize people into 

action. And the mob provides cover, an anonymity that makes it easier to overcome one's usual 

reticence or moral scruples. One is immersed, engulfed. And it can become an exuberant 

experience, a joyful release for long suppressed emotions. It can also become manic, driven, a 

means of restlessly seeking new outlets. Leadership emerges spontaneously and changes rapidly. 

It offers a kind of intense belonging, not dissimilar to what spectators feel at a sports event or fans 

at a rock concert. But because it isn't focused on a game or performance, it easily gets out of hand. 

Freud described such "mass psychology" in 1924, in the tumultuous aftermath of World War One. 

Others have studied it since as a recurrent form of group behavior. 

This is not to justify the behavior of the mob, but to recognize that we all can so easily become 

"hooligans" ourselves. To be sure, delinquents and petty thieves can easily join in under the cover 

the mob provides. But riots do not rely on criminals or "criminality, pure and simple." 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/politics
https://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/ethics-and-morality
https://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/leadership
https://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/sport-and-competition
https://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/freudian-psychology
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Thinking that way, though, can distract us from the underlying conditions that give rise to such 

events. They can be appeals to be heard, when normal channels don't work. They can be eruptions 

of rage, when frustrations boil over. They can be expressions of hope that things could change. And 

they could be all these things - and more. 

Newsweek reminded us last week of something about the recent riots that many politicians would 

prefer not to think: "If there's one underlying condition that these movements share, it has to do 

with unemployment and bitter poverty among people who desire to be part of the middle class, and 

who are keenly aware of the sharp inequality between themselves and their country's wealthy 

elite." 

Distracted by the flames and the looting, we can easily forget that these are, as Newsweek put it: 

"social revolutions with a small ‘r,' protests against social conditions that have become unbearable.  

https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/hidden-motives/201108/understanding-why-people-
riot 
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10- Nonviolence as Compliance 

Officials calling for calm can offer no rational justification for Gray's death, and so 
they appeal for order. 

 

Jim Bourg / Reuters  

Rioting broke out on Monday in Baltimore—an angry response to the death of 
Freddie Gray, a death my native city seems powerless to explain. Gray did not die 
mysteriously in some back alley but in the custody of the city's publicly appointed 
guardians of order. And yet the mayor of that city and the commissioner of that city's 
police still have no idea what happened. I suspect this is not because the mayor and 
police commissioner are bad people, but because the state of Maryland prioritizes 
the protection of police officers charged with abuse over the citizens who fall under 
its purview. 

The citizens who live in West Baltimore, where the rioting began, intuitively 
understand this. I grew up across the street from Mondawmin Mall, where today's 
riots began. My mother was raised in the same housing project, Gilmor Homes, 
where Freddie Gray was killed. Everyone I knew who lived in that world regarded the 
police not with admiration and respect but with fear and caution. People write these 
feelings off as wholly irrational at their own peril, or their own leisure. The case 
against the Baltimore police, and the society that superintends them, is easily made: 

Over the past four years, more than 100 people have won court judgments or 
settlements related to allegations of brutality and civil rights violations. Victims 
include a 15-year-old boy riding a dirt bike, a 26-year-old pregnant accountant who 
had witnessed a beating, a 50-year-old woman selling church raffle tickets, a 65-year-

http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2015/04/24/the-police-officers-bill-of-rights/
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/04/the-brutality-of-police-culture-in-baltimore/391158/
http://data.baltimoresun.com/news/police-settlements/
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old church deacon rolling a cigarette and an 87-year-old grandmother aiding her 
wounded grandson .... 

And in almost every case, prosecutors or judges dismissed the charges against the 
victims—if charges were filed at all. In an incident that drew headlines recently, 
charges against a South Baltimore man were dropped after a video showed an officer 
repeatedly punching him—a beating that led the police commissioner to say he was 
“shocked.” 

The money paid out by the city to cover for the brutal acts of its police department 
would be enough to build "a state-of-the-art rec center or renovations at more than 
30 playgrounds." Instead, the money was used to cover for the brutal acts of the 
city's police department and ensure they remained well beyond any semblance of 
justice. 

 

Related Story 

 

A State of Emergency in Baltimore 

 

Now, tonight, I turn on the news and I see politicians calling for young people in 
Baltimore to remain peaceful and "nonviolent." These well-intended pleas strike me 
as the right answer to the wrong question. To understand the question, it's worth 
remembering what, specifically, happened to Freddie Gray. An officer made eye 
contact with Gray. Gray, for unknown reasons, ran. The officer and his colleagues 

http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/04/a-state-of-emergency-in-baltimore/391607/
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/04/a-state-of-emergency-in-baltimore/391607/
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then detained Gray. They found him in possession of a switchblade. They arrested 
him while he yelled in pain. And then, within an hour, his spine was mostly severed. 
A week later, he was dead. What specifically was the crime here? What particular 
threat did Freddie Gray pose? Why is mere eye contact and then running worthy of 
detention at the hands of the state? Why is Freddie Gray dead? 

When nonviolence begins halfway through the war with the aggressor calling time 

out, it exposes itself as a ruse. 

The people now calling for nonviolence are not prepared to answer these questions. 
Many of them are charged with enforcing the very policies that led to Gray's death, 
and yet they can offer no rational justification for Gray's death and so they appeal for 
calm. But there was no official appeal for calm when Gray was being arrested. There 
was no appeal for calm when Jerriel Lyles was assaulted. (“The blow was so heavy. 
My eyes swelled up. Blood was dripping down my nose and out my eye.”) There was 
no claim for nonviolence on behalf of Venus Green. (“Bitch, you ain’t no better than 
any of the other old black bitches I have locked up.”) There was no plea for peace on 
behalf of Starr Brown. (“They slammed me down on my face,” Brown added, her 
voice cracking. “The skin was gone on my face.") 

When nonviolence is preached as an attempt to evade the repercussions of political 
brutality, it betrays itself. When nonviolence begins halfway through the war with 
the aggressor calling time out, it exposes itself as a ruse. When nonviolence is 
preached by the representatives of the state, while the state doles out heaps of 
violence to its citizens, it reveals itself to be a con. And none of this can mean that 
rioting or violence is "correct" or "wise," any more than a forest fire can be "correct" 
or "wise." Wisdom isn't the point tonight. Disrespect is. In this case, disrespect for 
the hollow law and failed order that so regularly disrespects the community. 
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11- Burned, Baby, Burned 

  

By John McWhorter 
Sunday, August 14, 2005  

While many people this month are focused on the controversy surrounding the 40th anniversary 

of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, I have another civil-rights-related 40th anniversary on my 

mind. On Aug. 11, 1965, the Watts neighborhood of Los Angeles broke out in flames on the 

nation's television screens. Many cherish the memory as the moment when the militant became 

mainstream in a "fed-up" black America, replacing the nonviolent, gradualist efforts of old-guard 

civil rights leaders. The Watts riot indeed shaped modern black American history more 

decisively than the Voting Rights Act. The question is whether it was in a good way.  

In comparison with the polite sleeve-tugging and forms of nonviolent protest typical of the 

earlier civil rights generation, the sea change in 1965 may seem at first glance to have been an 

overdue response to the injustice that black America had endured for so long. But after 

researching the riot and the policies established in its aftermath, I have come to a different 

conclusion. In teaching poor blacks that picturesque battle poses were an "authentic" substitute 

for constructive intentions, the "Burn, Baby, Burn" ethos ultimately did more harm than good to 

a people who had already been through more than enough.  

The eternal question about the riots has been: Why did they happen just then? Leaders like 

Martin Luther King were baffled about this at the time, and the question is still relevant to 

assessing the black condition. In 1965, black Americans had been dealing with the short end of 

the stick for almost 400 years. If black American history from the early 1600s to 2005 could be 

condensed to 24 hours, then these riots took place at 10 p.m. Why not before?  

 

The Watts riot began when white police officers stopped an intoxicated black driver in South 

Central Los Angeles. He resisted arrest and was forcibly subdued. A rumor quickly spread that 

the officers had beaten a pregnant black woman, and a growing mob started throwing rocks and 

bottles at the cops. The incident snowballed into a five-day conflagration, with blacks destroying 

a thousand businesses. Thirty-four people died, more than 1,000 were hospitalized and nearly 

4,000 were arrested.  

This was the first episode in a series of "long hot summers" in the late '60s, when blacks went on 

to riot and loot in one city after another. The Detroit rendition two years later was especially 

horrific, with 43 deaths, more than 7,200 arrests, and about 2,500 stores trashed.  

The conventional wisdom at the time was that blacks were rebelling against the conditions they 

were forced to live in. I was born two months after Watts, but growing up, this was the 

justification I heard time and again. The Watts rioters lived in an America where about one in 

three black families lived below the poverty line while just a little more than one in 10 white 

families did. Twice as many black as white men were unemployed. Redlining policies barring 
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blacks from white neighborhoods were in force until the Fair Housing Act of 1968 -- and under 

the table, even afterward.  

But even so, there were a few too many things about the Watts riot and the later ones that did not 

quite make sense if they were to be seen as the outcome of injustice.  

For one thing, these were the first urban race riots driven by blacks instead of whites. Before this, 

race riots in American cities involved white bigots storming into black neighborhoods and 

terrorizing residents, often because of rumors that a black man had "assaulted" a white woman, 

as was the case when whites torched the prosperous black quarter of Tulsa in 1921. For 

struggling blacks, burning down their own neighborhoods only became a part of the protest 

vocabulary in the mid-'60s -- just as the Great Society was getting into gear. Moreover, black 

rioters in Watts ruined black-owned businesses as lustily as white ones, even when stores had 

"Soul Brother" signs in the window. How was this a rebellion against racism?  

Another strange thing: The worst riots happened in places where conditions for blacks were best. 

If one had to predict in August 1965 where black-led riots might be most likely, the obvious 

choice would have been the deep South. And yet, very few of the riots in the late '60s took place 

in the most bigoted region in America: There was no memorable race riot in Atlanta or 

Birmingham. As for Watts, just the year before the riots, the National Urban League had rated 

Los Angeles the best city in the nation for blacks to live in. Several studies have shown no 

correlation between the destructiveness of the black-led riots in a given city and conditions for 

blacks there.  

Some suppose that the Civil Rights Act had dangled before blacks a promise of improvement 

that seemed to bear no fruit. But the Watts riot happened just one year after the Civil Rights Act 

came into effect. It is an insult to say that blacks would burn their own neighborhoods down in 

fury because America was not a brand-new place just months after passage of this legislation, as 

if change ever occurs that fast. And there had been smaller black-led riots in a few places such as 

Harlem and Rochester in July of 1964 -- just after the Civil Rights Act was signed.  

In general, black America had been "fed up" for centuries before 1965. A useful black history 

must identify a different factor that sparked the events in Watts and across the land. This factor 

was a new mood. Only in the 1960s did a significant number of blacks start treating rebellion for 

its own sake -- rebellion as performance, with no plan of action behind it -- as political activism.  

This did not come from nowhere, to be sure -- and where it came from was whites. In the '60s, it 

became a hallmark of moral sophistication among whites to reject establishment mores, 

culminating in the counterculture movement. The movement was based initially on laudable 

intentions: Few today could condemn young, informed whites for rising up against political 

censorship, racism and later the Vietnam War, or a newly concerned white ruling class for 

turning its attention to poverty and its disproportionate impact on black people.  
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13 - Why riots happen in places like Baltimore 

Experts say civil unrest breaks out when other social institutions aren’t up to the task of 

channeling frustration 
April 28, 2015 3:25PM ET  

by Ned Resnikoff @resnikoff  

As flames, property destruction and violent confrontations spread across West Baltimore on Monday night, state and 

federal authorities were quick to draw a distinction between rioting and so-called “legitimate” forms of protest. 

“I condemn the senseless acts of violence by some individuals in Baltimore that have resulted in harm to law 

enforcement officers, destruction of property and a shattering of the peace in the city of Baltimore,” U.S. Attorney 

General Loretta Lynch said in a statement. “Those who commit violent actions, ostensibly in protest of the death of 

Freddie Gray, do a disservice to his family, to his loved ones, and to legitimate peaceful protesters who are working 

to improve their community for all its residents.” 

Similarly, Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan on Monday argued that there is “a significant difference between protesting and 

violence.” 

That declaration has become a common refrain in the aftermath of racially charged civil unrest. When Ferguson, 

Missouri erupted last year over the shooting death of an unarmed black teenager and a grand jury’s decision not to 

indict the police officer who pulled the trigger, President Barack Obama drew a sharp rhetorical line between those 

who “just want their voices heard around legitimate issues” and “the handful of people who may use the grand jury’s 

decision as an excuse for violence." 

But scholars of American social movements say the distinction might not be so clear. Instead, they argue rioting is 

often what happens when marginalized groups feel they have no other outlet for expressing their grievances. 

“What you have in places where rioting tends to occur is the long-running abandonment by institutions,” said Justin 

Paulson, a political sociologist at Carleton University in Ottawa, Canada. “Not that they’re fully abandoned, it’s just the 

institutions you and I expect to make things run smoothly, to make people’s lives better, are actually turned against 

the members of these communities." 

The Kerner Commission — a panel established in 1967 by then-President Lyndon B. Johnson to investigate the root 

causes for the race riots of the time — suggested as much in its final report. “Ineffectiveness of the political structure 

and grievance mechanisms” was one of the motives fueling riots, said the report. 

Martin Luther King Jr. alluded to a similar point in a 1968 speech during which he said it would be “morally 

irresponsible” to condemn rioting “without, at the same time, condemning the contingent, intolerable conditions that 

exist in our society." 

“These conditions are the things that cause individuals to feel that they have no other alternative to engage in violent 

rebellions to get attention,” said King. “And I must say tonight that a riot is the language of the unheard." 

http://america.aljazeera.com/profiles/r/ned-resnikoff.html
http://www.twitter.com/resnikoff
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/4/27/freddie-gray-protests-violence-police.html
http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/statement-attorney-general-lynch-situation-baltimore
http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/statement-attorney-general-lynch-situation-baltimore
http://governor.maryland.gov/2015/04/27/statement-from-governor-larry-hogan-on-violence-in-baltimore-city/
http://governor.maryland.gov/2015/04/27/statement-from-governor-larry-hogan-on-violence-in-baltimore-city/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/11/24/remarks-president-after-announcement-decision-grand-jury-ferguson-missou
http://www.eisenhowerfoundation.org/docs/kerner.pdf
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William Darity Jr., a professor of public policy at Duke University, said police behavior “seems to be the primary 

source” of riots such as the ones which occurred in Baltimore and Ferguson, as well as the unrest examined by the 

Kerner Commission. 

“The fact that police lynchings of unarmed blacks have gone on for upwards of 50 years without any significant steps 

to curb police behavior makes it clear that trying to protest through established channels doesn’t make a difference,” 

he said. 

“I am no great enthusiast for anarchy and chaos, but I can also understand why at a certain point people say there’s 

no point in behaving, and I’d like to put this in quotes, ‘legitimately.’" 

Rick Perlstein, a historian who has written extensively about social unrest in the 1960s, said “a radical sense of 

dispossession” fueled rioting both then and now. In particular, distrust of the police — and specific incidences of 

police violence — have often been a major precipitating factor, he said. Citing an In These Times article he wrote 

during the protests in Ferguson, Perlstein noted that violent encounters with the police led to the 2015 Baltimore riot, 

2014 Ferguson riots, 1964 Harlem riot, 1965 Watts riot, 1967 Newark riot, and others. 

The most recent riots in Ferguson and Baltimore have been “much, much less intense” compared to their 

predecessors, he said. Police have become more effective at containing them, and cities are not subject to the same 

demographic pressure they experienced during the Great Migration of the 20th century, as African-Americans moved 

en masse from the South to northern cities. 

“There just aren’t that many places undergoing these kinds of ethnic and racial transitions,” said Perlstein. 
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14 – Racism’s Psychological Toll 

Our screens and feeds are filled with news and images of black Americans dying or being 
brutalized. A brief and yet still-too-long list: Trayvon Martin, Tamir Rice, Walter Scott, Eric Garner, 
Renisha McBride. The image of a white police officer straddling a black teenager on a lawn in 
McKinney, Tex., had barely faded before we were forced to grapple with the racially motivated 
shooting in Charleston, S.C. 

I’ve had numerous conversations with friends and colleagues who are stressed out by the recent 
string of events; our anxiety and fear is palpable. A few days ago, a friend sent a text message that 
read, “I’m honestly terrified this will happen to us or someone we know.” Twitter and Facebook are 
teeming with anguish, and within my own social network (which admittedly consists largely of 
writers, academics and activists), I’ve seen several ad hoc databases of clinics and counselors crop 
up to help those struggling to cope. Instagram and Twitter have become a means to circulate 
information about yoga, meditation and holistic treatment services for African-Americans worn 
down by the barrage of reports about black deaths and police brutality, and I’ve been invited to 
several small gatherings dedicated to discussing these events. A handful of friends recently took off 
for Morocco for a few months with the explicit goal of escaping the psychic weight of life in America. 

It was against this backdrop that I first encountered the research of Monnica Williams, a 
psychologist, professor and the director of the University of Louisville’s Center for Mental Health 
Disparities. Several years ago, Williams treated a “high-functioning patient, with two master’s 
degrees and a job at a company that anyone would recognize.” The woman, who was African-
American, had been devastated by racial harassment by a director within her company. Williams 
recalls being stunned by how drastically her patient’s condition deteriorated as a result of the 
treatment. “She completely withdrew and was suffering from extreme emotional anxiety,” she told 
me. “And that’s what made me say, ‘Wow, we have to focus on this.’ ” 

In a 2013 Psychology Today article, Williams wrote that “much research has been conducted on the 
social, economic and political effects of racism, but little research recognizes the psychological 
effects of racism on people of color.” Williams now studies the link between racism and post-
traumatic stress disorder, which is known as race-based traumatic stress injury, or the emotional 
distress a person may feel after encountering racial harassment or hostility. Although much of 
Williams’s work focuses on individuals who have been directly targeted by racial discrimination or 
aggression, she says race-based stress reactions can be triggered by events that are experienced 
vicariously, or externally, through a third party — like social media or national news events. She 
argues that racism should be included as a cause of PTSD in the American Psychiatric Association’s 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (D.S.M.). 

Williams is in the process of opening a clinical program that will exclusively treat race-based stress 
and trauma, in a predominantly black neighborhood in Louisville. Shortly after the Charleston 
shooting 

 

 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/m/trayvon_martin/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/12/us/judge-finds-probable-cause-to-charge-officers-in-tamir-rice-death.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/08/us/south-carolina-officer-is-charged-with-murder-in-black-mans-death.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/14/nyregion/eric-garner-police-chokehold-staten-island.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/04/us/theodore-wafer-sentenced-in-killing-of-renisha-mcbride.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/09/us/mckinney-tex-pool-party-dispute-leads-to-police-officer-suspension.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/20/us/charleston-shooting-dylann-storm-roof.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/20/us/charleston-shooting-dylann-storm-roof.html
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/culturally-speaking/201305/can-racism-cause-ptsd-implications-dsm-5
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16 - I was a civil rights activist in the 1960s. But it’s hard for me to get behind 
Black Lives Matter. 

I support BLM's cause, but not its approach. 
By Barbara Reynolds  

August 24, 2015  

Reynolds is an ordained minister and the author of six books, including the first unauthorized 

biography of the Rev. Jesse Jackson. She is a former editor and columnist for USA Today. 

As the rapper Tef Poe sharply pointed out at a St. Louis rally in October protesting the death of 
unarmed teenager Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mo.: “This ain’t your grandparents’ civil rights 
movement.” 

He’s right. It looks, sounds and feels different. Black Lives Matter is a motley-looking group to this 
septuagenarian grandmother, an activist in the civil rights movement of the 1960s. Many in my 
crowd admire the cause and courage of these young activists but fundamentally disagree with their 
approach.  Trained in the tradition of Martin Luther King Jr., we were nonviolent activists who won 
hearts by conveying respectability and changed laws by delivering a message of love and unity. 
BLM seems intent on rejecting our proven methods. This movement is ignoring what our history 
has taught. 

The baby boomers who drove the success of the civil rights movement want to get behind Black 
Lives Matter, but the group’s confrontational and divisive tactics make it difficult. In the 1960s, 
activists confronted white mobs and police with dignity and decorum, sometimes dressing in 
church clothes and kneeling in prayer during protests to make a clear distinction between who was 
evil and who was good. 

But at protests today, it is difficult to distinguish legitimate activists from the mob actors who burn 
and loot. The demonstrations are peppered with hate speech, profanity, and guys with sagging 
pants that show their underwear. Even if the BLM activists aren’t the ones participating in the 
boorish language and dress, neither are they condemning it. 

The 1960s movement also had an innate respectability because our leaders often were heads of the 
black church, as well. Unfortunately, church and spirituality are not high priorities for Black Lives 
Matter, and the ethics of love, forgiveness and reconciliation that empowered black leaders such as 
King and Nelson Mandela in their successful quests to win over their oppressors are missing from 
this movement. The power of the spiritual approach was evident recently in the way relatives of the 
nine victims in the Charleston church shooting responded at the bond hearing for Dylann Roof, the 
young white man who reportedly confessed to killing the church members “to start a race war.” One 
by one, the relatives stood in the courtroom, forgave the accused racist killer and prayed for mercy 
on his soul. As a result, in the wake of that horrific tragedy, not a single building was burned down. 
There was no riot or looting. 

“Their response was solidly spiritual, one of forgiveness and mercy for the perpetrator,” the Rev. 
Andrew Young, a top King aide, told me in a recent telephone interview. 

http://www.amazon.com/Jesse-Jackson-Americas-Barbara-Reynolds/dp/093570700X
http://www.amazon.com/Jesse-Jackson-Americas-Barbara-Reynolds/dp/093570700X
http://www.freep.com/story/news/nation/2014/10/13/ferguson-october-rally-shows-divide-civil-rights/17196139/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2015/03/06/i-fought-for-voting-rights-in-1965-racism-in-the-north-hurt-me-as-much-as-racism-in-the-south/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dj4ARsxrZh8
http://a.abcnews.com/images/US/gty_baltimore_protest_tl_150428_16x9_992.jpg
http://a.abcnews.com/images/US/gty_baltimore_protest_tl_150428_16x9_992.jpg
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2015/06/19/i-forgive-you-relatives-of-charleston-church-victims-address-dylann-roof/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/06/19/us/charleston-church-shooting-main/
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“White supremacy is a sickness,” said Young, who also has served as a U.S. congressman, 
ambassador to the United Nations, and mayor of Atlanta. “You don’t get angry with sick people; you 
work to heal the system. If you get angry, it is contagious, and you end up acting as bad as the 
perpetrators.” 

The loving, nonviolent approach is what wins allies and mollifies enemies. But what we have seen 
come out of Black Lives Matter is rage and anger — justifiable emotions, but questionable strategy. 
For months, it seemed that BLM hadn’t thought beyond that raw emotion, hadn’t questioned where 
it would all lead. I and other elders openly worried that, without a clear strategy and well-defined 
goals, BLM could soon crash and burn out. Oprah Winfrey voiced that concern earlier this year, 
saying, “What I’m looking for is some kind of leadership to come out of this to say, ‘This is what we 
want. This is what has to change, and these are the steps that we need to take to make these 
changes, and this is what we’re willing to do to get it.'” 

For her wise counsel, Oprah became the target of a deluge of tweets from young activists, who 
denounced her as elitist and “out of touch,” which caused some well-meaning older sages to grit 
their teeth in silence. Now, nearly 10 months later, BLM has finally come around, releasing a list of 
policy demands last week. If this young movement had embraced the well-meaning advice of its 
elders earlier, instead of responding with disdain, it could have spent recent months making 
headway with political leaders, instead of battling the disheartening images of violence and 
destruction that have followed its protests against police brutality in black neighborhoods. 

This opportunity for mentorship is fleeting, evidenced by the recent deaths of civil rights movement 
giants Maya Angelou, Julian Bond and Louis Stokes. Seizing the wisdom of veteran civil rights 
activists will only help Black Lives Matter achieve its goals. The Revs. Jesse Jackson and Al Sharpton 
would be the most obvious assets to BLM, as civil rights leaders who have run for president and led 
political campaigns — but BLM has welcomed neither. Long before they targeted Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, a Democratic presidential candidate, young activists stormed the stage and stole the 
microphone at Sharpton’s “Justice for All” march against police brutality in Washington in 
December. 

Some have defended the young activists. Speaking at a conference at Boston University’s Social 
Justice Institute in April, Pamela Lightsey, a noted theologian and lecturer on queer theology at 
Boston University’s Theological Seminary who chronicled the Ferguson protests, explained the 
disconnect between Black Lives Matter and the older civil rights cohort: BLM activists “respect the 
leaders of another day, but they are not going to bow down to them. They can’t come into a protest 
march and demand a front seat or to jump on the front lines when the cameras are on.” 

She added that, while there are clergy participating in the BLM protests, “the movement is not a 
black church initiative.” 

Young doesn’t take BLM’s dismissive attitude toward preachers and the movement’s lack of 
discipline lightly. 

“In our movement, we were not only spiritual, we were thoughtful,” he said. “The reason our 
campaigns for change were successful in Montgomery and Birmingham was because they were 
undergirded by boycotts. We didn’t burn any businesses down. I don’t see that discipline here. We 
also trained people not to get angry because we knew our minds, not our emotions, were our most 
powerful weapons. We knew — to lose your wits was to lose your life.” 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/sf/national/2015/02/07/the-public-life-and-private-doubts-of-al-sharpton/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2015/01/02/protesters-slam-oprah-over-comments-that-they-lack-leadership/
https://twitter.com/TefPoe/status/551117309046042625
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http://www.thenation.com/article/maya-angelous-civil-rights-legacy/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/julian-bond-charismatic-civil-rights-figure-and-naacp-leader-dies-at-75/2015/08/16/8c7eebaa-4424-11e5-846d-02792f854297_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/louis-stokes-first-black-us-congressman-from-ohio-dies-at-90/2015/08/19/85bfe282-4673-11e5-846d-02792f854297_story.html
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What Young is selling — discipline, respect for elders, restraint — is badly needed in the 
movement. But right now, BLM isn’t buying. 

“BLM rejects the usual hierarchical style of leadership, with the straight black male at the top giving 
orders,” Lightsey said. The BLM also gives special “attention to the needs of black queers, the black 
transgendered, the black undocumented, black incarcerated and others who are hardly a speck on 
today’s political agenda.” 

In this way, BLM has improved on the previous generation. The new movement has embraced black 
women as leaders and was, in fact, founded by three black women. King’s model, by contrast, was 
sexist to the core, imitating the tone of the country at that time. Civil rights heroines such as Fannie 
Lou Hamer, Ella Baker and even Rosa Parks — whose refusal to move to the back of the bus in 
Montgomery launched the 1960s movement — were not allowed to speak or march with the male 
leaders at the 1963 March on Washington. 

 In social movements of the past, “black” meant male and “women” meant white, but BLM is 
unapologetically refusing to let the plight of black women go unnoticed. Black women are 
incarcerated at three times the rate of white women. Recent deaths of black women in police 
custody generally haven’t received the widespread news coverage that black men killed by officers 
have. The names of these black women are hardly known: Raynette Turner; Joyce Curnell; Ralkina 
Jones and Kindra Chapman. But with the backing of BLM, the case of Sandra Bland, a black woman 
who died in a Texas jail cell after she was aggressively arrested in a minor traffic violation, was 
given nationwide coverage last month. 

Still, the movement has remained too narrow in its focus. I understand why, as a new movement, 
BLM has focused on black pain and suffering. But to win broader appeal, it must work harder to 
acknowledge the humanity in the lives of others. The movement loses sympathy when it shouts 
down those who dare to utter “all lives matter.” Activists insist that this slogan diverts attention 
from their cause of racial justice, saying it puts the spotlight on people whose lives have always 
mattered. 

But we should remember the words of King: “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” 
The civil rights movement was not exclusively a black movement for black people. It valued all 
human lives, even those of people who worked against us. I can’t believe that the life of a murdered 
white police officer, or an Asian child sold into sex slavery, or a hungry family in Appalachia are 
lives that don’t matter. In a sense, even the slogan “Black Lives Matter” is too broad because the 
movement overlooks black-on-black homicides, the leading cause of death for black males between 
the ages of 15 and 34. That horrific fact remains off the movement’s radar, for fear that it puts black 
men in a negative light. So which black lives really matter? 

In an attempt to unify the different groups, some organizations are hosting interracial and 
intergenerational events. Black Women for Positive Change has established Oct. 17- 25 as the Week 
of Non-Violence in 10 cities, where officials, faith institutions and youth groups will come together. 
Keith Magee, director of Boston’s Social Justice Institute, is organizing a rally and all-day talk-a-thon 
on Oct. 10 with similar goals. 

 “The older generation can no more retire to the sidelines than the BLM can isolate itself just 
focusing on black lives mattering,” Magee said. “We must create a space for people to come together 
and listen to each other.” 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/2015/03/04/alicia-garza-black-lives-matter/24341593/
http://www.msnbc.com/melissa-harris-perry/how-womens-voices-were-excluded-the
http://www.msnbc.com/melissa-harris-perry/how-womens-voices-were-excluded-the
http://www.sentencingproject.org/doc/publications/cc_incarcerated_women_factsheet_sep24sp.pdf
http://pix11.com/2015/08/18/town-hall-meeting-held-to-discuss-death-of-raynette-turner-in-mount-vernon-jail-cell/
http://www.abcnews4.com/story/29612530/sled-investigating-after-female-inmate-found-dead-at-charleston-county-jail
http://www.cleveland.com/cleveland-heights/index.ssf/2015/08/cleveland_heights_officials_refuse.html
http://www.cleveland.com/cleveland-heights/index.ssf/2015/08/cleveland_heights_officials_refuse.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/kindra-chapman-death_55a9063fe4b04740a3dfa844
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2015/08/04/family-of-sandra-bland-sues-texas-trooper-and-county-jail-for-wrongful-death/
http://www.cdc.gov/men/lcod/2013/Blackmales2013.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/men/lcod/2013/Blackmales2013.pdf
http://www.blackwomenforpositivechange.org/2015-week-of-non-violence-flyer/
http://www.blackwomenforpositivechange.org/2015-week-of-non-violence-flyer/
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Admittedly, baby boomers like myself can be too judgmental, expecting a certain reverence for our 
past journey. But it is critical that these two generations find a middle ground. Among Americans 
killed by police, blacks are more than twice as likely to be unarmed than whites. To reach their 
common goal of ending this unequal treatment, baby boomers and millennials must overcome their 
differences and pair the experience of the old with the energy of the young to change a criminal 
justice system that has historically abused both. 

Xavier Johnson, a 32-year-old pastor in Dayton who monitors the movement for his doctoral 
dissertation, argues that boomers should do more to fix the generational misunderstanding. “When 
you look at this group [BLM] from the bottom up, you see young people who are grieving from the 
pain inflicted on black bodies,” he told me. “They saw Michael Brown, someone their age, uncovered 
in the street for four hours baking in the hot sun. There were unarmed Eric Garner in New York, 
and Tamir Rice, a little kid police killed who was playing with a toy gun. They see churches on 
mostly every corner, but not where they are. They see a black president who they feel ignores them. 
They are showing righteous indignation for a system that does not value their humanity.” 

Johnson encouraged me, and others in my cohort, to spend more time trying to understand BLM 
activists, instead of judging them. To help me gain insight, he referred me to a popular song. “Every 
movement has its own soundtrack,” he told me. “One of ours is by rapper Kendrick Lamar, who 
sings ‘Alright.’” 

So I listened to the song, expecting it would be as uplifting as “We Shall Overcome.” I was terribly 
disappointed. The beat was too harsh; the lyrics were nasty and misogynistic. 

“Let me tell you about my life / Painkillers only put me in the twilight / Where pretty pussy and 
Benjamin is the highlight.” 

Instead of imparting understanding, the song was a staunch reminder of the generation gap that 
afflicts civil rights activism, and the struggle it is going to take to overcome it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/jun/01/black-americans-killed-by-police-analysis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-48u_uWMHY
http://genius.com/5047458
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Wednesday, March 4, 2015 

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCES FINDINGS OF TWO CIVIL RIGHTS 

INVESTIGATIONS IN FERGUSON, MISSOURI 

Justice Department Finds a Pattern of Civil Rights Violations by the Ferguson Police 

Department 

The Justice Department announced the findings of its two civil rights investigations related to Ferguson, 

Missouri, today.  The Justice Department found that the Ferguson Police Department (FPD) engaged in a 

pattern or practice of conduct that violates the First, Fourth, and 14th Amendments of the 

Constitution.  The Justice Department also announced that the evidence examined in its independent, 

federal investigation into the fatal shooting of Michael Brown does not support federal civil rights charges 

against Ferguson Police Officer Darren Wilson. 

“As detailed in our report, this investigation found a community that was deeply polarized, and where 

deep distrust and hostility often characterized interactions between police and area residents,” said 

Attorney General Eric Holder.  “Our investigation showed that Ferguson police officers routinely violate 

the Fourth Amendment in stopping people without reasonable suspicion, arresting them without probable 

cause, and using unreasonable force against them.  Now that our investigation has reached its conclusion, 

it is time for Ferguson’s leaders to take immediate, wholesale and structural corrective action.  The report 

we have issued and the steps we have taken are only the beginning of a necessarily resource-intensive and 

inclusive process to promote reconciliation, to reduce and eliminate bias, and to bridge gaps and build 

understanding.”  

“While the findings in Ferguson are very serious and the list of needed changes is long, the record of the 

Civil Rights Division’s work with police departments across the country shows that if the Ferguson Police 

https://www.justice.gov/
https://www.justice.gov/
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Department truly commits to community policing, it can restore the trust it has lost,” said Acting 

Assistant Attorney General Vanita Gupta of the Civil Rights Division.  “We look forward to working with 

City Officials and the many communities that make up Ferguson to develop and institute reforms that will 

focus the Ferguson Police Department on public safety and constitutional policing instead of 

revenue.  Real community policing is possible and ensures that all people are equal before the law, and 

that law enforcement is seen as a part of, rather than distant from, the communities they serve.” 

Attorney General Holder first announced the comprehensive pattern or practice investigation into the 

Ferguson Police Department after visiting that community in August 2014, and hearing directly from 

residents about police practices and the lack of trust between FPD and those they are sworn to 

protect.  The investigation focused on the FPD’s use of force, including deadly force; stops, searches and 

arrests; discriminatory policing; and treatment of detainees inside Ferguson’s city jail by Ferguson police 

officers. 

In the course of its pattern or practice investigation, the Civil Rights Division reviewed more than 35,000 

pages of police records; interviewed and met with city, police and court officials, including the FPD’s chief 

and numerous other officers; conducted hundreds of in-person and telephone interviews, as well as 

participated in meetings with community members and groups; observed Ferguson Municipal Court 

sessions, and; analyzed FPD’s data on stops, searches and arrests.  It found that the combination of 

Ferguson’s focus on generating revenue over public safety, along with racial bias, has a profound effect on 

the FPD’s police and court practices, resulting in conduct that routinely violates the Constitution and 

federal law.  The department also found that these patterns created a lack of trust between the FPD and 

significant portions of Ferguson’s residents, especially African Americans.  

The department found that the FPD has a pattern or practice of: 

 Conducting stops without reasonable suspicion and arrests without probable cause in violation of 

the Fourth Amendment; 

 Interfering with the right to free expression in violation of the First Amendment; and 

 Using unreasonable force in violation of the Fourth Amendment. 

The department found that Ferguson Municipal Court has a pattern or practice of:  

 Focusing on revenue over public safety, leading to court practices that violate the 14th 

Amendment’s due process and equal protection requirements. 

 Court practices exacerbating the harm of Ferguson’s unconstitutional police practices and 

imposing particular hardship upon Ferguson’s most vulnerable residents, especially upon those 
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living in or near poverty.Minor offenses can generate crippling debts, result in jail time because of 

an inability to pay and result in the loss of a driver’s license, employment, or housing. 

The department found a pattern or practice of racial bias in both the FPD and municipal 

court:  

 The harms of Ferguson’s police and court practices are borne disproportionately by African 

Americans and that this disproportionate impact is avoidable. 

 Ferguson’s harmful court and police practices are due, at least in part, to intentional 

discrimination, as demonstrated by direct evidence of racial bias and stereotyping about African 

Americans by certain Ferguson police and municipal court officials. 

The findings are laid out in a 100-page report that discusses the evidence and what remedies should be 

implemented to end the pattern or practice. The findings include two sets of recommendations, 26 in 

total, that the Justice Department believes are necessary to correct the unconstitutional FPD and 

Ferguson Municipal Court practices.  The recommendations include: changing policing and court 

practices so that they are based on public safety instead of revenue; improving training and oversight; 

changing practices to reduce bias, and; ending an overreliance on arrest warrants as a means of collecting 

fines. 

The Justice Department will require that the recommendations and other measures be part of a court-

enforceable remedial process that includes involvement from community stakeholders as well as 

independent oversight.  The Justice Department has provided its investigative report to the FPD and in 

the coming weeks, the Civil Rights Division will seek to work with the City of Ferguson and the Ferguson 

community to develop and reach an agreement for reform, using the recommendations in the report as 

the starting point.       

The federal criminal investigation into the fatal shooting of Michael Brown sought to determine whether 

the evidence from the events that led to Brown’s death was sufficient to prove, beyond a reasonable doubt, 

that Wilson’s actions violated federal civil rights laws that make it a federal crime for someone acting with 

law enforcement authority to willfully violate a person’s civil rights.  As part of the investigation, federal 

authorities reviewed physical, ballistic, forensic, and crime scene evidence; medical reports and autopsy 

reports, including an independent autopsy performed by the U.S. Department of Defense Armed Forces 

Medical Examiner Service; Wilson’s personnel records; audio and video recordings; internet postings, 

and; the transcripts from the proceedings before the St. Louis County grand jury.  Federal investigators 

interviewed purported eyewitnesses and other individuals claiming to have relevant information.  Federal 

prosecutors and agents re-interviewed dozens of witnesses to evaluate their accounts and obtain more 
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detailed information.  FBI agents independently canvassed more than 300 residences to locate and 

interview additional witnesses. 

The standard of proof is the same for all criminal cases: that the defendant committed the crime beyond a 

reasonable doubt.  However, unlike state laws, federal criminal civil rights statutes do not have the 

equivalent of manslaughter or a statute that makes negligence a crime.  Federal statutes require the 

government to prove that Officer Wilson used unreasonable force when he shot Michael Brown and that 

he did so willfully, that is, he shot Brown knowing it was wrong and against the law to do so.  After a 

careful and deliberative review of all of the evidence, the department has determined that the evidence 

does not establish that Darren Wilson violated the applicable federal criminal civil rights statute.  The 

family of Michael Brown was notified earlier today of the department’s findings.  

Due to the high interest in this case, the department took the rare step of publicly releasing the closing 

memo in the case.  The report details, in over 80 pages, the evidence, including evidence from witnesses, 

the autopsies and physical evidence from the analysis of the DNA, blood, shooting scene and 

ballistics.  The report also explains the law as developed by the federal courts and applies that law to the 

evidence. 

Updated August 26, 2015 
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19 - Before Charleston’s Church Shooting, a Long History of Attacks 

By DOUGLAS R. EGERTONJUNE 18, 2015  

 

The Denmark Vesey monument in 

Hampton Park, Charleston, S.C. Credit 

Ralph Cohen  

In 1868, three men assassinated the 

Rev. Benjamin Randolph in broad 

daylight as he was boarding a train in 

Abbeville County, South Carolina. 

Randolph, a black man, had recently 

won a seat in the State Senate and 

was then campaigning for the 

Republican slate. Having served as an 

Army chaplain with the 26th 

Regiment United States Colored 

Troops, Randolph asked the 

Freedmen’s Bureau to send him 

“where he can be most useful to his 

race.” He settled in South Carolina in 

time to take part in the 1865 

rededication of the Emanuel African 

Methodist Episcopal Church in 

Charleston. It was that church’s long 

history of spiritual autonomy and 

political activism that caught the 

attention of the white vigilantes who 

gunned him down and rode away. 

Randolph’s fate was repeated 

yesterday with the murder of nine 

people, including the pastor of the 

church, the Rev. Clementa Pinckney, 

who, like Randolph, also served as a 

state senator. 

Reports of yesterday’s tragedy have 

invariably noted that an earlier incarnation of the Emanuel Church was home to Denmark Vesey, 

a lay minister who was one of the church’s founders, but the connections between Vesey, the 

congregation’s long history of activism and the events of June 17 run far deeper than that. 

South Carolina was unique in early America for its black majority. No other Southern colony or 

state had a white minority until 1855, when Mississippi also earned that particular status. In 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/19/us/charleston-church-shooting.html
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1822, Charleston housed 24,780 people, only 10,653 of whom were white. Free people of color 

were a tiny percentage, at 623, and most of them were the mixed-race offspring of white fathers 

and black mothers. One of the few free blacks in the city was a former slave turned carpenter, 

Denmark Vesey. 

Vesey’s early life was so unusual that if it were the plot of a novel or film, most would regard the 

saga as an absurd fiction. (The fact that his story has not attracted modern filmmakers is in itself 

curious, and perhaps a commentary on Hollywood’s disinclination to wrestle seriously with the 

American past.) Born around 1767 on what was then the Danish island of St. Thomas, he was 

purchased in 1781 by Capt. Joseph Vesey, who shipped slaves around the Caribbean. Vesey 

briefly kept the child as a cabin boy, but upon reaching the French sugar colony of St. Domingue 

— modern Haiti — he sold the child, whom he had rechristened Telemaque, to French planters. 

Even by the standards of slave societies, St. Domingue was hell on earth. Telemaque pretended 

to have epileptic fits, rendering him unfit for the fields. When the captain returned with another 

cargo of humans, he had to take the child back, at which time the fits stopped. Captain Vesey, 

who settled in Charleston after the British evacuation in 1783, kept Telemaque — whose name 

had evolved into Denmark — as a domestic servant and assistant. 

 Denmark’s life took yet another turn in the fall of 1799, when he won $1,500 in the city lottery. The 

captain might simply have confiscated the earnings of his human property, but instead he agreed to sell 

Denmark his freedom for $600. The bargain was completed on New Year’s Eve, and Denmark Vesey 

woke up in the new century as a free man. But his wife, and therefore his two sons, Robert and Sandy, 

remained enslaved by a man named James Evans. At length, with his wife in bondage, Vesey married 

another woman, named Susan, and Vesey was able to buy her freedom. Their children grew up free in 

their rented house on Bull Street. 

A practicing Presbyterian, Vesey was outraged by the pro-slavery brand of Christianity preached 

from the city’s pulpits. White ministers were advised to lecture their black congregants on “their 

duties and obligations” and avoid troublesome stories, like the exodus out of Egypt, or Christ’s 

sermons on human brotherhood. When 4,376 black Methodists quit their white-controlled church 

in protest over the elders’ decision to construct a hearse house — a garage — over a black 

cemetery, Vesey was an early convert. As a carpenter, he may even have assisted in constructing 

the first Emanuel Church, which stood not far from the present building. 

The African Church, as black Charlestonians called it, promptly attracted the animosity of the 

authorities. As a lay minister, Vesey, in his off hours, taught congregants to read and write — a 

violation of the state’s ban on black literacy. State and city ordinances allowed for blacks to 

worship only in daylight hours and only with a majority of white congregants. City authorities 

raided the church in 1818, arresting and whipping 140 “free Negroes and Slaves,” one of them 

presumably Vesey. In 1819 they again shuttered the church, and in 1820 the City Council 

warned the Rev. Morris Brown not to allow his church to become “a school for slaves.” 

Had the city not declared war on Emanuel, Vesey might not have participated in the plot that got 

him killed in 1822. Enslaved Carolinians were never content with their lot, of course, but every 

slave in the state knew the odds of a successful rebellion. To protect the region’s white minority, 

the city militia was ever active, and Secretary of War John C. Calhoun always stood ready to 
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ship soldiers to his native state. But the assaults on the church, which the Old Testament taught 

was a capital offense, reminded blacks that authorities would never allow them even the smallest 

spiritual freedom. 

 President Jean-Pierre Boyer of Haiti had recently placed advertisements in American newspapers, 

urging free blacks to bring their tools and skills and start life anew in his black republic. So, meeting in 

Vesey’s Bull Street home and within the walls of the Emanuel, Vesey and his lieutenants called for 

domestic slaves to kill their masters in their beds and fight their way to the docks, where they would 

seize ships and sail south. Originally, the plan was set for July 14, 1822 — Bastille Day — but the plot 

began to unravel, and Vesey moved the plans forward to the night of June 16. The uprising would begin 

when the city’s churches tolled midnight, meaning that the actual black exodus out of Charleston would 

take place on June 17. Either the shooter in Charleston yesterday knew the importance of this date, or 

the selection of June 17 was a ghastly coincidence. 

As was too often the case, a handful of nervous bondmen informed their masters of what was 

afoot. In the aftermath of the failed plot, Vesey and dozens of his lieutenants were executed, and 

city authorities razed the church. Robert Vesey, Denmark’s son, rebuilt Emanuel at its current 

location in 1865. After the pine structure was destabilized by an earthquake in the 1880s, 

congregants rebuilt the church that exists today. Even as white Americans forgot the story of 

Denmark Vesey, his struggle, and that of his church, lived on in the black memory. Frederick 

Douglass invoked his name during the Civil War, and in later years, the church honored his 

commitment to civil rights by hosting activists, including the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. In 

1963, the church sponsored a peaceful protest march for civil rights, which city authorities 

dubbed a “negro riot” and called in state troops to put down. 

More recently, the church, and particularly Pinckney himself, worked tirelessly to memorialize 

Vesey. Charleston is crammed with countless monuments and markers dedicated to white 

Carolinians, most of them slaveholders, but until last year, there was nothing to adequately mark 

the black struggle for freedom and equality. Pinckney was instrumental in funding the statue of 

Vesey that was finally erected in February 2014. Many white Charlestonians opposed the 

monument. Letter writers filled the pages of Charleston’s newspaper, The Post and Courier, with 

complaints. 

In the coming days, the world will find out more about Dylann Storm Roof and his state of mind. 

But to dismiss him as simply a troubled young man is to disregard history. For 198 years, angry 

whites have attacked Emanuel A.M.E. and its congregation, and when its leaders have fused faith 

with political activism, white vigilantes have used terror to silence its ministers and mute its 

message of progress and hope. Denmark Vesey’s story should never be forgotten — nor should 

the tragedy of June 17. 

Douglas R. Egerton is a professor of history at Le Moyne College in Syracuse and the author of 

“He Shall Go Out Free: The Lives of Denmark Vesey.” 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/26/opinion/abolitionist-or-terrorist.html
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20 -The Condition of Black Life Is One of Mourning’ 

By CLAUDIA RANKINEJUNE 22, 2015 

The murder of three men and six women at a church in Charleston is a national tragedy, but in 

America, the killing of black people is an unending spectacle. 

A friend recently told me that when she gave birth to her son, before naming him, before even 

nursing him, her first thought was, I have to get him out of this country. We both laughed. 

Perhaps our black humor had to do with understanding that getting out was neither an option nor 

the real desire. This is it, our life. Here we work, hold citizenship, pensions, health insurance, 

family, friends and on and on. She couldn’t, she didn’t leave. Years after his birth, whenever her 

son steps out of their home, her status as the mother of a living human being remains as 

precarious as ever. Added to the natural fears of every parent facing the randomness of life is this 

other knowledge of the ways in which institutional racism works in our country. Ours was the 

laughter of vulnerability, fear, recognition and an absurd stuckness. 

I asked another friend what it’s like being the mother of a black son. “The condition of black life 

is one of mourning,” she said bluntly. For her, mourning lived in real time inside her and her 

son’s reality: At any moment she might lose her reason for living. Though the white liberal 

imagination likes to feel temporarily bad about black suffering, there really is no mode of 

empathy that can replicate the daily strain of knowing that as a black person you can be killed for 

simply being black: no hands in your pockets, no playing music, no sudden movements, no 

driving your car, no walking at night, no walking in the day, no turning onto this street, no 

entering this building, no standing your ground, no standing here, no standing there, no talking 

back, no playing with toy guns, no living while black. 

Eleven days after I was born, on Sept. 15, 1963, four black girls were killed in the bombing of 

the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Ala. Now, 52 years later, six black women and 

three black men have been shot to death while at a Bible-study meeting at the historic Emanuel 

African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, S.C. They were killed by a homegrown 

terrorist, self-identifed as a white supremacist, who might also be a “disturbed young man” (as 

various news outlets have described him). It has been reported that a black woman and her 5-

year-old granddaughter survived the shooting by playing dead. They are two of the three 

survivors of the attack. The white family of the suspect says that for them this is a difficult time. 

This is indisputable. But for African-American families, this living in a state of mourning and 

fear remains commonplace. 

The spectacle of the shooting suggests an event out of time, as if the killing of black people with 

white-supremacist justification interrupts anything other than regular television programming. 

But Dylann Storm Roof did not create himself from nothing. He has grown up with the rhetoric 

and orientation of racism. He has seen white men like Benjamin F. Haskell, Thomas Gleason and 

Michael Jacques plead guilty to, or be convicted of, burning Macedonia Church of God in Christ 

in Springfield, Mass., just hours after President Obama was elected. Every racist statement he 

has made he could have heard all his life. He, along with the rest of us, has been living with slain 

black bodies. 
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We live in a country where Americans assimilate corpses in their daily comings and goings. 

Dead blacks are a part of normal life here. Dying in ship hulls, tossed into the Atlantic, hanging 

from trees, beaten, shot in churches, gunned down by the police or warehoused in prisons: 

Historically, there is no quotidian without the enslaved, chained or dead black body to gaze upon 

or to hear about or to position a self against. When blacks become overwhelmed by our culture’s 

disorder and protest (ultimately to our own detriment, because protest gives the police 

justification to militarize, as they did in Ferguson), the wrongheaded question that is asked is, 

What kind of savages are we? Rather than, What kind of country do we live in? 

In 1955, when Emmett Till’s mutilated and bloated body was recovered from the Tallahatchie 

River and placed for burial in a nailed-shut pine box, his mother, Mamie Till Mobley, demanded 

his body be transported from Mississippi, where Till had been visiting relatives, to his home in 

Chicago. Once the Chicago funeral home received the body, she made a decision that would 

create a new pathway for how to think about a lynched body. She requested an open coffin and 

allowed photographs to be taken and published of her dead son’s disfigured body. 

Mobley’s refusal to keep private grief private allowed a body that meant nothing to the criminal-

justice system to stand as evidence. By placing both herself and her son’s corpse in positions of 

refusal relative to the etiquette of grief, she “disidentified” with the tradition of the lynched 

figure left out in public view as a warning to the black community, thereby using the lynching 

tradition against itself. The spectacle of the black body, in her hands, publicized the injustice 

mapped onto her son’s corpse. “Let the people see what I see,” she said, adding, “I believe that 

the whole United States is mourning with me.” 

It’s very unlikely that her belief in a national mourning was fully realized, but her desire to make 

mourning enter our day-to-day world was a new kind of logic. In refusing to look away from the 

flesh of our domestic murders, by insisting we look with her upon the dead, she reframed 

mourning as a method of acknowledgment that helped energize the civil rights movement in the 

1950s and ’60s. 

The decision not to release photos of the crime scene in Charleston, perhaps out of deference to 

the families of the dead, doesn’t forestall our mourning. But in doing so, the bodies that 

demonstrate all too tragically that “black skin is not a weapon” (as one protest poster read last 

year) are turned into an abstraction. It’s one thing to imagine nine black bodies bleeding out on a 

church floor, and another thing to see it. The lack of visual evidence remains in contrast to what 

we saw in Ferguson, where the police, in their refusal to move Michael Brown’s body, perhaps 

unknowingly continued where Till’s mother left off. 

After Brown was shot six times, twice in the head, his body was left facedown in the street by 

the police officers. Whatever their reasoning, by not moving Brown’s corpse for four hours after 

his shooting, the police made mourning his death part of what it meant to take in the details of 

his story. No one could consider the facts of Michael Brown’s interaction with the Ferguson 

police officer Darren Wilson without also thinking of the bullet-riddled body bleeding on the 

asphalt. It would be a mistake to presume that everyone who saw the image mourned Brown, but 

once exposed to it, a person had to decide whether his dead black body mattered enough to be 

mourned. (Another option, of course, is that it becomes a spectacle for white pornography: the 
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dead body as an object that satisfies an illicit desire. Perhaps this is where Dylann Storm Roof 

stepped in.) 

Black Lives Matter, the movement founded by the activists Alicia Garza, Patrisse Cullors and 

Opal Tometi, began with the premise that the incommensurable experiences of systemic racism 

creates an unequal playing field. The American imagination has never been able to fully recover 

from its white-supremacist beginnings. Consequently, our laws and attitudes have been straining 

against the devaluation of the black body. Despite good intentions, the associations of blackness 

with inarticulate, bestial criminality persist beneath the appearance of white civility. This 

assumption both frames and determines our individual interactions and experiences as citizens. 

The American tendency to normalize situations by centralizing whiteness was consciously or 

unconsciously demonstrated again when certain whites, like the president of Smith College, 

sought to alter the language of “Black Lives Matter” to “All Lives Matter.” What on its surface 

was intended to be interpreted as a humanist move — “aren’t we all just people here?” — didn’t 

take into account a system inured to black corpses in our public spaces. When the judge in the 

Charleston bond hearing for Dylann Storm Roof called for support of Roof’s family, it was also 

a subtle shift away from valuing the black body in our time of deep despair. 

Anti-black racism is in the culture. It’s in our laws, in our advertisements, in our friendships, in 

our segregated cities, in our schools, in our Congress, in our scientific experiments, in our 

language, on the Internet, in our bodies no matter our race, in our communities and, perhaps most 

devastatingly, in our justice system. The unarmed, slain black bodies in public spaces turn grief 

into our everyday feeling that something is wrong everywhere and all the time, even if locally 

things appear normal. Having coffee, walking the dog, reading the paper, taking the elevator to 

the office, dropping the kids off at school: All of this good life is surrounded by the ambient 

feeling that at any given moment, a black person is being killed in the street or in his home by 

the armed hatred of a fellow American. 

The Black Lives Matter movement can be read as an attempt to keep mourning an open dynamic 

in our culture because black lives exist in a state of precariousness. Mourning then bears both the 

vulnerability inherent in black lives and the instability regarding a future for those lives. Unlike 

earlier black-power movements that tried to fight or segregate for self-preservation, Black Lives 

Matter aligns with the dead, continues the mourning and refuses the forgetting in front of all of 

us. If the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s civil rights movement made demands that altered the 

course of American lives and backed up those demands with the willingness to give up your life 

in service of your civil rights, with Black Lives Matter, a more internalized change is being 

asked for: recognition. 

The truth, as I see it, is that if black men and women, black boys and girls, mattered, if we were 

seen as living, we would not be dying simply because whites don’t like us. Our deaths inside a 

system of racism existed before we were born. The legacy of black bodies as property and 

subsequently three-fifths human continues to pollute the white imagination. To inhabit our 

citizenry fully, we have to not only understand this, but also grasp it. In the words of playwright 

Lorraine Hansberry, “The problem is we have to find some way with these dialogues to show 

and to encourage the white liberal to stop being a liberal and become an American radical.” And, 

http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/blackspeech/lhansberry.html
http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/blackspeech/lhansberry.html
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as my friend the critic and poet Fred Moten has written: “I believe in the world and want to be in 

it. I want to be in it all the way to the end of it because I believe in another world and I want to 

be in that.” This other world, that world, would presumably be one where black living matters. 

But we can’t get there without fully recognizing what is here. 

Dylann Storm Roof’s unmediated hatred of black people; Black Lives Matter; citizens’ 

videotaping the killings of blacks; the Ferguson Police Department leaving Brown’s body in the 

street — all these actions support Mamie Till Mobley’s belief that we need to see or hear the 

truth. We need the truth of how the bodies died to interrupt the course of normal life. But if 

keeping the dead at the forefront of our consciousness is crucial for our body politic, what of the 

families of the dead? How must it feel to a family member for the deceased to be more important 

as evidence than as an individual to be buried and laid to rest? 

of her new identity as a mother of a dead son from bystanders: “There were some girls down 

there had recorded the whole thing,” she told reporters. One girl, she said, “showed me a picture 

on her phone. She said, ‘Isn’t that your son?’ I just bawled even harder. Just to see that, my son 

lying there lifeless, for no apparent reason.” Circling the perimeter around her son’s body, 

McSpadden tried to disperse the crowd: “All I want them to do is pick up my baby.” 

McSpadden, unlike Mamie Till Mobley, seemed to have little desire to expose her son’s corpse 

to the media. Her son was not an orphan body for everyone to look upon. She wanted him 

covered and removed from sight. He belonged to her, her baby. After Brown’s corpse was finally 

taken away, two weeks passed before his family was able to see him. This loss of control and 

authority might explain why after Brown’s death, McSpadden was supposedly in the precarious 

position of accosting vendors selling T-shirts that demanded justice for Michael Brown that used 

her son’s name. Not only were the procedures around her son’s corpse out of her hands; his name 

had been commoditized and assimilated into our modes of capitalism. 

Some of McSpadden’s neighbors in Ferguson also wanted to create distance between themselves 

and the public life of Brown’s death. They did not need a constant reminder of the ways black 

bodies don’t matter to law-enforcement officers in their neighborhood. By the request of the 

community, the original makeshift memorial — with flowers, pictures, notes and teddy bears — 

was finally removed by Brown’s father on what would have been his birthday and replaced by an 

official plaque installed on the sidewalk next to where Brown died. The permanent reminder can 

be engaged or stepped over, depending on the pedestrian’s desires. 

In order to be away from the site of the murder of her son, Tamir Rice, Samaria moved out of her 

Cleveland home and into a homeless shelter. (Her family eventually relocated her.) “The whole 

world has seen the same video like I’ve seen,” she said about Tamir’s being shot by a police 

officer. The video, which was played and replayed in the media, documented the two seconds it 

took the police to arrive and shoot; the two seconds that marked the end of her son’s life and that 

became a document to be examined by everyone. It’s possible this shared scrutiny explains why 

the police held his 12-year-old body for six months after his death. Everyone could see what the 

police would have to explain away. The justice system wasn’t able to do it, and a judge found 

probable cause to charge the officer who shot Rice with murder. Meanwhile, for Samaria Rice, 

her unburied son’s memory made her neighborhood unbearable. 
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Regardless of the wishes of these mothers — mothers of men like Brown, John Crawford III or 

Eric Garner, and also mothers of women and girls like Rekia Boyd and Aiyana Stanley-Jones, 

each of whom was killed by the police — their children’s deaths will remain within the public 

discourse. For those who believe the same behavior that got them killed if exhibited by a white 

man or boy would not have ended his life, the subsequent failure to indict or convict the police 

officers involved in these various cases requires that public mourning continue and remain 

present indefinitely. “I want to see a cop shoot a white unarmed teenager in the back,” Toni 

Morrison said in April. She went on to say: “I want to see a white man convicted for raping a 

black woman. Then when you ask me, ‘Is it over?’ I will say yes.” Morrison is right to suggest 

that this action would signal change, but the real change needs to be a rerouting of interior belief. 

It’s an individual challenge that needs to happen before any action by a political justice system 

would signify true societal change. 

The Charleston murders alerted us to the reality that a system so steeped in anti-black racism 

means that on any given day it can be open season on any black person — old or young, man, 

woman or child. There exists no equivalent reality for white Americans. The Confederate battle 

flag continues to fly at South Carolina’s statehouse as a reminder of a history marked by lynched 

black bodies. We can distance ourselves from this fact until the next horrific killing, but we 

won’t be able to outrun it. History’s authority over us is not broken by maintaining a silence 

about its continued effects. 

A sustained state of national mourning for black lives is called for in order to point to the 

undeniability of their devaluation. The hope is that recognition will break a momentum that laws 

haven’t altered. Susie Jackson; Sharonda Coleman-Singleton; DePayne Middleton-Doctor; Ethel 

Lee Lance; the Rev. Daniel Lee Simmons Sr.; the Rev. Clementa C. Pinckney; Cynthia Hurd; 

Tywanza Sanders and Myra Thompson were murdered because they were black. It’s 

extraordinary how ordinary our grief sits inside this fact. One friend said, “I am so afraid, every 

day.” Her son’s childhood feels impossible, because he will have to be — has to be — so much 

more careful. Our mourning, this mourning, is in time with our lives. There is no life outside of 

our reality here. Is this something that can be seen and known by parents of white children? This 

is the question that nags me. National mourning, as advocated by Black Lives Matter, is a mode 

of intervention and interruption that might itself be assimilated into the category of public 

annoyance. This is altogether possible; but also possible is the recognition that it’s a lack of 

feeling for another that is our problem. Grief, then, for these deceased others might align some of 

us, for the first time, with the living. 
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22 - Nonviolence as Compliance 

Ta-Nehisi Coates is a national correspondent at The Atlantic, where he writes about culture, 
politics, and social issues. He is the author of The Beautiful Struggle and Between the World and Me.  

Officials calling for calm can offer no rational justification for Gray's death, and so they appeal for 
order. 

 

Rioting broke out on Monday in Baltimore—an angry response to the death of Freddie Gray, a death 
my native city seems powerless to explain. Gray did not die mysteriously in some back alley but in 
the custody of the city's publicly appointed guardians of order. And yet the mayor of that city and 
the commissioner of that city's police still have no idea what happened. I suspect this is not because 
the mayor and police commissioner are bad people, but because the state of Maryland prioritizes 
the protection of police officers charged with abuse over the citizens who fall under its purview. 

The citizens who live in West Baltimore, where the rioting began, intuitively understand this. I grew 
up across the street from Mondawmin Mall, where today's riots began. My mother was raised in the 
same housing project, Gilmor Homes, where Freddie Gray was killed. Everyone I knew who lived in 
that world regarded the police not with admiration and respect but with fear and caution. People 
write these feelings off as wholly irrational at their own peril, or their own leisure. The case against 
the Baltimore police, and the society that superintends them, is easily made: 

Over the past four years, more than 100 people have won court judgments or settlements related to 
allegations of brutality and civil rights violations. Victims include a 15-year-old boy riding a dirt 
bike, a 26-year-old pregnant accountant who had witnessed a beating, a 50-year-old woman selling 
church raffle tickets, a 65-year-old church deacon rolling a cigarette and an 87-year-old 
grandmother aiding her wounded grandson .... 

And in almost every case, prosecutors or judges dismissed the charges against the victims—if 
charges were filed at all. In an incident that drew headlines recently, charges against a South 
Baltimore man were dropped after a video showed an officer repeatedly punching him—a beating 
that led the police commissioner to say he was “shocked.” 

The money paid out by the city to cover for the brutal acts of its police department would be 
enough to build "a state-of-the-art rec center or renovations at more than 30 playgrounds." Instead, 
the money was used to cover for the brutal acts of the city's police department and ensure they 
remained well beyond any semblance of justice. 

Now, tonight, I turn on the news and I see politicians calling for young people in Baltimore to 
remain peaceful and "nonviolent." These well-intended pleas strike me as the right answer to the 
wrong question. To understand the question, it's worth remembering what, specifically, happened 
to Freddie Gray. An officer made eye contact with Gray. Gray, for unknown reasons, ran. The officer 
and his colleagues then detained Gray. They found him in possession of a switchblade. They 
arrested him while he yelled in pain. And then, within an hour, his spine was mostly severed. A 
week later, he was dead. What specifically was the crime here? What particular threat did Freddie 

http://www.theatlantic.com/author/ta-nehisi-coates/
http://www.indiebound.org/book/9780385527460
http://www.indiebound.org/book/9780812993547
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2015/04/24/the-police-officers-bill-of-rights/
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/04/the-brutality-of-police-culture-in-baltimore/391158/
http://data.baltimoresun.com/news/police-settlements/
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Gray pose? Why is mere eye contact and then running worthy of detention at the hands of the state? 
Why is Freddie Gray dead? 

When nonviolence begins halfway through the war with the aggressor calling time out, it exposes 

itself as a ruse. 

The people now calling for nonviolence are not prepared to answer these questions. Many of them 
are charged with enforcing the very policies that led to Gray's death, and yet they can offer no 
rational justification for Gray's death and so they appeal for calm. But there was no official appeal 
for calm when Gray was being arrested. There was no appeal for calm when Jerriel Lyles was 
assaulted. (“The blow was so heavy. My eyes swelled up. Blood was dripping down my nose and out 
my eye.”) There was no claim for nonviolence on behalf of Venus Green. (“Bitch, you ain’t no better 
than any of the other old black bitches I have locked up.”) There was no plea for peace on behalf of 
Starr Brown. (“They slammed me down on my face,” Brown added, her voice cracking. “The skin 
was gone on my face.") 

When nonviolence is preached as an attempt to evade the repercussions of political brutality, it 
betrays itself. When nonviolence begins halfway through the war with the aggressor calling time 
out, it exposes itself as a ruse. When nonviolence is preached by the representatives of the state, 
while the state doles out heaps of violence to its citizens, it reveals itself to be a con. And none of 
this can mean that rioting or violence is "correct" or "wise," any more than a forest fire can be 
"correct" or "wise." Wisdom isn't the point tonight. Disrespect is. In this case, disrespect for the 
hollow law and failed order that so regularly disrespects the community. 
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23 - The hidden racism of young white Americans 

BY Sean McElwee  March 24, 2015 at 1:40 PM EST  

 

The University of Oklahoma closed the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity earlier this month after a 
video surfaced of students singing racist epithets. Photo by Heide Brandes/Reuters 

Recently, chilling videos surfaced online of young University of Oklahoma students, members of the 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity, reciting a racially-charged chant. The story appeared surprising for 
numerous reasons. Among them, education is supposed to reduce racial resentment (or at least 
temper outward expressions of it), and young people, known as Millennials, are supposed to be 
uniquely tolerant. The incident offers an opportunity to reevaluate how we think about racism in 
America, and how we can fight it. 

Age Doesn’t Matter 

The pervasive narrative about racial change is that it occurs through generations — old racists die 
out, and new, young, progressive people take their place. This narrative is dubious. Age tells us far 
less about an individual’s likelihood of expressing racist sentiments than factors like education, 
geography and race. The data below visualize the percentage of whites in each age group espousing 
the explicitly racist idea that blacks are not hardworking or intelligent, as well as the percentage 
who say that blacks face little or no discrimination. Finally, I include the percentage of whites in 
each age group who say they have “never” felt admiration for blacks. The youngest whites (17-34) 
are only modestly less likely than the oldest (65+) to say that blacks are lazy (3.6 point difference) 
or unintelligent (1.5 point difference), but they are also less likely to perceive discrimination 
against blacks (6.3 point difference) and far less likely to say that have felt admiration for blacks. 
Compared to the generation immediately before them (white aged 35-49) the youngest whites are 
slightly more likely to say blacks are lazy (2.4 points) and unintelligent (4.3). In sum, it’s clear that 
age has little effect on the likelihood that whites hold racially-biased feelings about blacks. 

 

It’s possible that these attitudes 
are simply driven by an 
individual’s pessimism. Maybe 
they feel that all people, white 
and black, are unintelligent. But 
this does not exculpate young 
whites. Spencer Piston, a 
professor at the Campbell 
Institute at Syracuse University, 
examined how young whites 
ranked the intelligence and work 
ethic of whites to blacks. He 
finds that 51 percent of whites 
between the ages of 17 and 34 

rate blacks as lazier than whites, and 43 percent say blacks are less intelligent. These numbers 
aren’t statistically different from older whites. On issues related to structural racism, it is incredibly 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/author/sean-mcelwee/
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clear that young whites aren’t very different from their parents. Indeed, the most significant change 
that has occurred is an increasing conservatism among young blacks. The data show that most 
young Americans are racial conservatives – they believe, in the words of Chief Justice John Roberts, 
“The way to stop discrimination on the basis of race is to stop discriminating on the basis of race.” 
We might call them the Bill O’Reilly Generation. 

 

 

Let’s Talk About Racism 

One of the underlying 
problems is that most 
Americans, but particularly 
Millennials, have a very 
confined view of what racism 
is. Americans think of racism 
as Bull Connor or the Ku Klux 
Klan, but today, racism is far 
more likely to be embedded in 
institutions. Modern racism 
isn’t cross-burning (though 

that still happens.) It’s the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs only approving tax 
credits for housing in 
neighborhoods that are 
majority people of color and 
denying the credits in 
neighborhoods that are 
majority white (a case the 
Supreme Court will take up 
this year). And while the 
Ferguson Police Department 
certainly contained racists, 
the more pervasive problem 
was a systematically 
discriminatory method of 
policing that preyed on 
people of color. 

Age tells us far less about an 
individual’s likelihood of 

expressing racist sentiments than factors like education, geography and race. 

It is beyond dispute that the United States contains deep structural racial issues. These racial 
disparities are perpetuated not only through explicit discrimination, but through the power of 
history. For instance, black and Latino children are far more likely to grow up in poor 
neighborhoods, stinting upward mobility. Black and Latino men are disproportionately caught up in 
mass incarceration, which affects their families and their earning for a lifetime. A new report by 
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Demos and Brandeis University finds that equalizing college graduation rates between whites and 
people of color would close the wealth gap by 1 percent for blacks and 3 percent for Latinos. A 
recent study helps explain why: Michael Gaddis finds blacks who graduated from elite universities 
have the same chance in the job market as whites who graduated from less selective schools. In 
addition, black graduates are offered lower starting salary and less prestigious starting jobs. 

A Forward Looking Agenda 

The reaction to the SAE scandal, and numerous other events over the past few years (Donald 
Sterling and Paula Deen, for example) suggest that our society can accurately identify and shame 
explicit racial animosity. But addressing the structural racism that plagues our society will be far 
more difficult, mainly because most Americans aren’t attuned to it. Even progress can entrench 
structural racism. In the wake of President Obama’s election, political scientists Nicholas Valentino 
and Ted Brader found that Americans, particularly young Americans and white Americans, were 
less likely to perceive racial discrimination than they were before. Further, University of Michigan 
professor Vincent Hutchings found that “blacks and whites remain as far apart on racial policy 
matters in 2008 as in 1988.” 

In the long term, Americans need to grapple with our history and how it continues to affect us 
today. Matthew Blackwell, Avidit Acharya and Maya Sen find that whites in areas with a high 
concentration of slavery are to this day more likely to espouse racially biased attitudes. Therefore, 
waiting for a mass opinion change may take decades (if it occurs at all). Similarly, waiting for old 
whites to die out won’t solve the problem, as these attitudes are equally prevalent among youth. 
Demographic change may lead to a more diverse nation, but this will take half a century, and white 
hegemony has a way of shifting to accommodate new realities. Racial justice must include more 
deeply integrating our neighborhoods to give everyone equal opportunity. In addition, such 
integration will decrease racial animosity. Mass incarceration and racially-biased policing tactics 
must be ended immediately. The need to close the funding gap between majority white schools and 
schools that are majority students of color, as well as the gap between rich schools and poor schools 
should be immediately obvious. A baby bond program could ease not just the racial wealth gap, but 
the deep-class divide in asset ownership. And any racial justice policy must include full 
employment. These programs need not be framed as part of a racial justice agenda. Rather, they are 
part of an opportunity agenda, for all Americans, white, Black or Latino. 
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24- Fear Of Black Men: How Society Sees Black Men And How They See 

Themselves  

 
March 31, 20154:58 AM ET  

Fear Of Black Men: How Society Sees Black Men And How They See 

Themselves  
Listen· 6:596:59Queue 

STEVE INSKEEP, HOST:  

This morning we'll explore a challenging question about race. It's a whether an automatic fear of 
black men fuels racial tensions and racial disparities. Here's NPR's Michel Martin. 

MICHEL MARTIN, BYLINE: On Monday on All Things Considered, we talked with two researchers 
about how fear may affect how black men and even boys are treated by law enforcement and 
potential employers. This morning, we're taking a closer look at how these fears may affect the way 
black men feel about themselves and each other. I spoke with Doyin Richards, founder of the 
parenting blog daddydoinwork.com, and with Paul Butler, a professor at Georgetown University Law 
Center and a former federal prosecutor. And I started by asking Paul Butler about whether he had 
ever had the experience of being seen as frightening. 

PAUL BUTLER, BYLINE: All the time. I mean... 

MARTIN: Even now? 

BUTLER: (Laughter). Walking home in my beautiful upper-middle-class neighborhood in D.C., when 
the cops start following me - kind of like this cat-and-mouse thing, they're in their car, you know, 
every time I move, they move. And we get up to my house, and I just stop in the street and say, what 
are you guys doing? And they say, what are you doing? I say I live here. They say prove it. They 
made me go to my porch. And then, when I got there, I said you know what? I don't have to prove 
nothing. I knew this because I'm a law professor. And they said, we're not leaving until you go in the 
house because we think you're a burglar. I said you're doing this because I'm black. They said, no, 
we're not. We're black, too, and that was true. These were African-American officers; even they were 
racially profiling me, another black man. 

MARTIN: This is very interesting, and I'm going to raise another issue about that. But first I want to 
hear from Doyin Richards. You're the father of two young daughters, and you were telling us that 
your daughters notice that people seem to be afraid of you. Can you tell us a little bit about that? 

DOYIN RICHARDS: Oh, yeah. I mean, in - my personal story is when I was out with my oldest 
daughter, who's 4. We were in a shopping mall in a garage in Los Angeles, and we're walking. And 
there's a lady who was with her husband, and I could tell that they just got really nervous around me. 
Then when we went to an ATM, I had to get some money, and there's another couple. I heard the 
woman say, hurry up, let's go, let's go, like I was going to rob them. And my daughter was like what 
happened, Daddy? What's that all about? And do I have to go into this conversation of yeah, well, 
honey, sometimes people look at the color of my skin and they think that I'm a threat to them? 

http://www.npr.org/2015/03/31/396415737/societys-fear-of-black-men-and-its-consequences
http://www.npr.org/2015/03/31/396415737/societys-fear-of-black-men-and-its-consequences
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MARTIN: You know, to that end, we put out a call on social media asking people either whether they 
either felt fear of black men or whether they were black men themselves who saw other people 
reacting to them. And we heard from a number of people, one of them was a man named William 
Underwood of Chicago, Ill. He talked about how often he feels like he needs to prove that he's not 
dangerous. This is what he told us. 

WILLIAM UNDERWOOD: Every day, every day I get tired of it. It's very difficult because you just are 
constantly thinking about what you have to do next - how you move and how you perceive yourself 
that could be dangerous. When you're in public areas, particularly like transportation, I don't pull my 
phone out really quickly because people think, like, it's a gun or something, and I wish that wasn't 
the case. I wish people would see me as the person that I am. People don't see that, and that's 
heartbreaking sometimes. 

MARTIN: I hear a lot of emotion there, Doyin. 

RICHARDS: Wow, yeah. And I completely hear what he says. And every day for me as well, you 
know, sometimes if I'm walking down a street or something I'm whistling "Frozen" songs just to prove 
that, like, hey, I have kids. I'm not a threat to you. I just want to go home to my family. So often 
people just view this as like, oh, gosh, you're just whining, or they're just making excuses or pulling 
out some mythical race card that doesn't exist. This is a real thing. 

MARTIN: Well, put to that end though, Paul, I mean, let me play another clip from a man named Leo 
Cunningham. He's an ordained minister in Columbus, Ohio. We actually heard from him in an earlier 
conversation on All Things Considered, but let's just hear something that he had to say about this. 

(SOUNDBITE OF ARCHIVED BROADCAST) 

LEO CUNNINGHAM: I have been in situations where I'll maybe assess another black man. It's a 
question of his age, how is he dressed, the environment that we're in. And sometimes it's as simple 
as the proverbial head nod to make sure that we see each other. We respect each other, and neither 
one of us is not only a threat to each other, but we agree we're all in kind of the same common 
journey as black men in America. 

MARTIN: Well, I don't know. What about that, Paul? I mean, some people would hear that and say, 
OK, you've internalized this. But then other people might say that's just common sense. I mean, I 
think a lot of people might remember Rev. Jesse Jackson where he talked about it hurts him to - if 
it's a young black kid walking behind him and to be leery about that, but what about it? 

BUTLER: So statistically, the young black man walking behind Rev. Jackson has worked a long day 
at a low-wage job and just can't wait to get home to his girl or to his children. And this is exactly why 
it's tiring because when you're in an elevator or walking behind somebody and you feel like you have 
to perform to make them feel safe, it's like apologizing for your existence. So I'm in an elevator with a 
white woman and I look down just to make her feel comfortable, it's like excuse poor black me. And 
you get angry, and you get tired. 

But as a prosecutor, you also kind of understand where some of these attitudes come from because 
while most black men don't commit any crime, of men who commit crime, a disproportionate number 
are African-American. And so, yeah, sometimes there's a tendency to say, well, gee, if you other 
brothers weren't doing this, then I wouldn't have to, you know, be in this position. 

MARTIN: Finally, I am interested in why you think people should care about this who aren't black 
men. Paul? 
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BUTLER: Well, I don't know. Maybe 'cause we're American, maybe because we're part of this 
society, and so for moral reasons, I think people should care and also because we're here. We're not 
going anywhere. Can I just add that, you know, one problem with conversations like this is it doesn't 
get across that I love being a black man. I mean, I just feel connected. Like, when I see President 
Obama's swag, I get that as a black man. You know, when I hear Jay-Z's "Cool" I get a - LeBron 
James, all that I kind of absorb and relate to as well. Sometimes we don't talk about the joy of this 
identity and how proud I am to be African-American and a man. 

MARTIN: Paul Butler is a professor at Georgetown University Law Center. Doyin Richards blogs at 
daddydoinwork.com. It's a parenting blog. Thank you both so much for speaking with us. 

BUTLER: It's great to be here. 

RICHARDS: Thank you. 

Copyright © 2015 NPR. All rights reserved. Visit our website terms of use and permissions pages at 
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26 – The New Yorker 

News Desk 

June 7, 2015  

Kalief Browder, 1993–2015 

By Jennifer Gonnerman 
CREDIT PHOTOGRAPH BY ZACH GROSS  

Last fall, I wrote about a young man named Kalief Browder, who spent three 

years on Rikers Island without being convicted of a crime. He had been 

arrested in the spring of 2010, at age sixteen, for a robbery he insisted he 

had not committed. Then he spent more than one thousand days on Rikers 

waiting for a trial that never happened. During that time, he endured about 

two years in solitary confinement, where he attempted to end his life 

several times. Once, in February, 2012, he ripped his bedsheet into strips, 

tied them together to create a noose, and tried to hang himself from the 

light fixture in his cell. 

In November of 2013, six months after he left Rikers, Browder attempted suicide again. This 

time, he tried to hang himself at home, from a bannister, and he was taken to the psychiatric 

ward at St. Barnabas Hospital, not far from his home, in the Bronx. When I met him, in the 

spring of 2014, he appeared to be more stable. 

Then, late last year, about two months after my story about him appeared, he stopped going to 

classes at Bronx Community College. During the week of Christmas, he was confined in the 

psych ward at Harlem Hospital. One day after his release, he was hospitalized again, this time 

back at St. Barnabas. When I visited him there on January 9th, he did not seem like himself. He 

was gaunt, restless, and deeply paranoid. He had recently thrown out his brand-new television, 

he explained, “because it was watching me.” 

After two weeks at St. Barnabas, Browder was released and sent back home. The next day, his 

lawyer, Paul V. Prestia, got a call from an official at Bronx Community College. An anonymous 

donor (who had likely read the New Yorker story) had offered to pay his tuition for the semester. 

This happy news prompted Browder to reënroll. For the next few months he seemed to thrive. He 

rode his bicycle back and forth to school every day, he no longer got panic attacks sitting in a 

classroom, and he earned better grades than he had the prior semester. 

http://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk
http://www.newyorker.com/contributors/jennifer-gonnerman
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2014/10/06/before-the-law
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Ever since I’d met him, Browder had been telling me stories about having 

been abused by officers and inmates on Rikers. The stories were disturbing, 

but I did not fully appreciate what he had experienced until this past April 

when I obtained surveillance footage of an officer assaulting him and of a 

large group of inmates pummeling and kicking him. I sat next to Kalief while 

he watched these videos for the first time. Afterward, we discussed whether 

they should be published on The New Yorker’s Web site. I told him that it 

was his decision. He said to put them online. 

inReadHe was driven by the same motive that led him to talk to me for the first time, a year 

earlier. He wanted the public to know what he had gone through, so that nobody else would have 

to endure the same ordeals. His willingness to tell his story publicly—and his ability to recount it 

with great insight—ultimately helped persuade Mayor Bill de Blasio to try to reform the city’s 

court system and end the sort of excessive delays that kept him in jail for so long. 

Browder’s story also caught the attention of Rand Paul, who began talking about him on the 

campaign trail. Jay Z met with Browder after watching the videos. Rosie O’Donnell invited him 

on “The View” last year and recently had him over for dinner. Browder could be a very private 

person, and he told almost nobody about meeting O’Donnell or Jay Z. However, in a picture 

taken of him with Jay Z, who draped an arm around his shoulders, Browder looked euphoric. 

Last Monday, Prestia, who had filed a lawsuit on Browder’s behalf against the city, noticed that 

Browder had put up a couple of odd posts on Facebook. When Prestia sent him a text message, 

asking what was going on, Browder insisted he was O.K. “Are you sure everything is cool?” 

Prestia wrote. Browder replied: “Yea I’m alright thanks man.” The two spoke on Wednesday, 

and Browder did seem fine. On Saturday afternoon, Prestia got a call from Browder’s mother: he 

had committed suicide. 

That night, Prestia and I visited the family’s home in the Bronx. Fifteen 

relatives—aunts, uncles, cousins—sat crammed together in the front room 

with his parents and siblings. The mood was alternately depressed, angry, 

and confused. Two empty bottles of Browder’s antipsychotic drug sat on a 

table. Was it possible that taking the drug had caused him to commit 

suicide? Or could he have stopped taking it and become suicidal as a result? 

His relatives recounted stories he’d told them about being starved and beaten by guards on 

Rikers. They spoke about his paranoia, about how he often suspected that the cops or some other 

http://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/exclusive-video-violence-inside-rikers
http://inread-experience.teads.tv/
http://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/kalief-browder-and-a-change-at-rikers
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authority figures were after him. His mother explained that the night before he told her, “Ma, I 

can’t take it anymore.” “Kalief, you’ve got a lot of people in your corner,” she told him. 

One cousin recalled that when Browder first got home from jail, he would walk to G.E.D. prep 

class every day, almost an hour each way. Another cousin remembered seeing him seated by the 

kitchen each morning with his schoolwork spread out before him. 

His parents showed me his bedroom on the second floor. Next to his bed was his MacBook Air. 

(Rosie O’Donnell had given it to him.) A bicycle stood by the closet. There were two holes near 

the door, which he had made with his fist some months earlier. Mustard-yellow sheets covered 

his bed. And, to the side of the room, atop a jumble of clothes, there were two mustard-yellow 

strips that he had evidently torn from his bedsheets. 

As his father explained, he’d apparently decided that these torn strips of sheet were not strong 

enough. That afternoon, at about 12:15 P.M., he went into another bedroom, pulled out the air 

conditioner, and pushed himself out through the hole in the wall, feet first, with a cord wrapped 

around his neck*. His mother was the only other person home at the time. After she heard a loud 

thumping noise, she went upstairs to investigate, but couldn’t figure out what had happened. It 

wasn’t until she went outside to the backyard and looked up that she realized that her youngest 

child had hanged himself. 

That evening, in a room packed with family members, Prestia said, “This case is bigger than 

Michael Brown!” In that case, in which a police officer shot Brown, an unarmed teen-ager, in 

Ferguson, Missouri, Prestia recalled that there were conflicting stories about what happened. 

And the incident took, he said, “one minute in time.” In the case of Kalief Browder, he said, 

“When you go over the three years that he spent [in jail] and all the horrific details he endured, 

it’s unbelievable that this could happen to a teen-ager in New York City. He didn’t get tortured 

in some prison camp in another country. It was right here!” 

* Browder’s mother later explained that the cord was made from his bedsheets. 
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27 - Kalief Browder’s Mother Paid a Cost Far Higher Than His Bail 

[Commentary] Venida Browder's death is example of the price families and communities pay when a 

loved one is unjustly jailed 

by William Ketchum III, October 21, 2016  

AddThis Sharing Buttons 

Three thousand dollars. 

The price of a cheap used car, a decent college scholarship, or maybe a round-trip international 

flight. Or, in one sad case, the lives of a falsely accused 22-year-old man and his grieving 63-

year-old mother. 

Kalief Browder served three torturous years in prison without being convicted of a crime, and 

died by suicide two years after he was finally released. Last Friday his mother, Venida, who was 

fighting for the system to pay for what it did to her son, fell victim to it herself. All because they 

couldn’t raise the $3,000 bond. 

In 2010 Browder, then a 16-year-old Bronx kid, was arrested while walking home from a party, 

under accusations  of robbery. It landed him in police custody, but when Browder couldn’t pay 

the $3,000 bail to keep him free him until his trial, he was sent to New York’s notorious Rikers 

Island. After serving 33 months, he refused a plea deal and maintained his innocence, without 

ever being convicted of a crime or receiving a trial. About 800 days of that were spent in solitary 

confinement. 

After his June 2013 release, the robbery charge was dismissed, and despite trying to assume a 

normal life, earning a GED and attending Bronx Community College, his experiences haunted 

him causing him to spiral into paranoia and psychosis. In June 2015, Browder died by suicide in 

his mother’s home. 
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Browder’s death was already tragic. Activists have cited it as a prime example of the need for 

criminal justice reform in New York City, filmmaker Ava Duvernay recapped the case in her new 

documentary 13th, and Jay Z is executive producing a documentary series about his case. 

But this month it was made even worse when Venida Browder died at age 63. The official cause 

of death was complications from a heart attack, but her lawyer cites perhaps a more likely cause. 

“I think she literally died of a broken heart,” attorney Paul Prestia said. “…The stress from this 

crusade coupled with the strain of the pending lawsuits against the city and the pain from the 

death were too much for her to bear.” 

In a video recorded for EBONY news partner The Marshall Project, which covers the U.S. criminal 

justice system, Venida speaks up for her son. She recounted hearing the tales of his traumatic 

experiences while visiting him at Rikers, and witnessed his downward spiral after he was 

released. 

“They told him, ‘we’re going to break you.’ That’s what they told my baby. That they were going 

to break him. And in reality, they did,” she said. Minutes later in the video, she recounts the 

Saturday morning when her son took his own life: she heard commotion upstairs from his room 

that she initially dismissed as him pacing or rearranging furniture. After hearing a loud boom, 

she ran upstairs and found him hanging from the air conditioner. 

“I miss my son,” she wept in the video, recorded last March. “I miss him, so much.” 

We already know there are lots of problems with the prison and criminal justice systems. In the 

largest prison strike in United States history, tens of thousands of prisoners are demanding a 

variety of improvements, depending on their prison: an end to the slave labor allowed by the 

13th Amendment loophole, improvement to inhumane living conditions and poor diets, and the 

implementation of effective rehabilitation programs to grant them the humanity they deserve. 

http://www.jetmag.com/entertainment/trailer-ava-duvernay-the-13th-documentary/
http://www.jetmag.com/entertainment/trailer-ava-duvernay-the-13th-documentary/
http://www.ebony.com/entertainment-culture/jay-z-kalief-browder#axzz4Nf62IR7T
http://www.ebony.com/news-views/prison-strike#axzz4Nf7xQaum
http://www.ebony.com/news-views/prison-strike#axzz4Nf7xQaum
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But as seen with Browder’s case, it’s sometimes easy to forget that many of these people 

shouldn’t be in prison in the first place. For a variety of reasons, not the least of which are linked 

to the mythology of Black criminality, Black men and women are spending time in prison for 

crimes they didn’t commit. And everyone deserves a fair trial; an arbitrary amount of money 

shouldn’t prevent that. 

Kalief Browder’s bail: $3,000, after faulty charges. Sandra Bland’s bail: $500, who was found dead 

in prison after an arrest that the officer was later indicted for. Insignificant amounts of money, 

especially when the cost is the life of someone who was falsely accused. Others are still sitting in 

jail or prison, simply because they can’t scrape together the money to free themselves until a 

trial. And others take plea deals just for a sliver of freedom, leaving with a prison record that 

ruins their chance at a reasonable life once they get on the outside. It’s a trap where death, 

slavery and lifelong discrimination are the only results. 

In an August 2015 story, New York Times reported that “at any given time, close to 450,000 

people are in pretrial detention in the United States,” and that “(i)n New York City, roughly 

45,000 people are jailed each year simply because they can’t pay their court-assigned bail.” The 

same piece reports that even when bail is $500 or less, only 15 percent of defendants can get 

the money necessary to avoid jail. 

During his interview with Huff Post Live, Kalief Browder gave a statement that’s even more 

chilling now, more than a year after his death and just a week after his mother’s death. 

“This happens every day. I feel like this gotta stop [sic]. There’s a lot of people in there for stuff 

that they didn’t do, and they gotta be in there for about three years,” Browder told Marc Lamont 

Hill in the interview. “A lot of people…will take the plea deal, knowing they didn’t do it, and it 

happens every day.” 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/16/magazine/the-bail-trap.html?_r=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIlSqk_pfbA
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But last weekend tragically reminded us that these prisoners aren’t the only ones affected: their 

parents, siblings, children, significant others, and loved ones are suffering as well. These are 

people who are members of families and communities, and their loved ones suffer without 

them. 

And it ultimately cost the life of the person who loved Kalief Browder the most 

 

 

Read more at EBONY http://www.ebony.com/news-views/kalief-browder-mom-
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28 – How Kalief Browder became the Face of Rikers Island Abuse 

GWEN IFILL: Now to Broken Justice, our series on the changing attitudes about the 
criminal justice system and how we detain and punish people in America. 

The city of New York has announced it will enact sweeping reforms at Rikers Island, the 
country’s second largest jail. This follows a class action lawsuit over inmate abuses. 
The changes include a new federal monitor to oversee the jail, new guidelines for the 
treatment of teenaged inmates, revised policies on when guards can use force against 
inmates, and the installation of 7,800 new surveillance cameras. 

The face of many of these reforms has become Kalief Browder, a former Rikers inmate 
who, at the age of 16, was accused in 2010 of stealing a backpack, held at Rikers for 
more than 1,000 days without a trial before he was released. He never recovered from 
what turned into a brutal detention, and he committed suicide earlier this month. 

Jennifer Gonnerman is a staff writer for “The New Yorker” magazine. She profiled 
Browder during his three years in jail and has been reporting on Rikers for more than a 
decade. 

Jennifer Gonnerman, explain how Kalief Browder, in particular, after years of complaints 
brought against this jail for its detention policies, how did he become the face of this 
story? 

JENNIFER GONNERMAN, “The New Yorker”: You know, I met Kalief early last year, 
and ended up spending a lot of time with him, and ended up writing a profile about him 
for “The New Yorker” which ran last October. 

And one of things that drew me to Kalief’s story was the fact that almost everything that 
could go wrong in the criminal justice system had happened to him. You mentioned 
some of the things, but he was in jail, in Rikers Island, for three years waiting for a trial 
that never happened. 

Ultimately, the charges against him were dropped. He endured abuse by inmates, by 
guards. He spent about two years in solitary confinement. I mean, his story is 
extraordinary in the details of how horrific it was. And, as you mentioned in the 
introduction earlier this month, he committed suicide at home here in the Bronx in New 
York City. 

GWEN IFILL: You were able to get hold of some surveillance footage from inside the 
prison which shows Kalief Browder as the target of some of these attacks. 

We want to play a little bit about that. But I want you to talk about the culture of violence 
we’re talking about here. In this particular video, we see him walking with a guard who, 
for no apparent reason, begins to assault him. 
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JENNIFER GONNERMAN: Right. 

You know, abuse at Rikers Island has been a problem for a very long time, but it’s 
gotten much, much worse in the past decade. I mean, that’s what you’re seeing at play 
in the video, where you have an officer supposedly just escorting Kalief to the shower, 
but instead throws him to the ground, and for that transgression was never actually 
punished, despite the fact that we had this video up on “The New Yorker”‘s Web site in 
April at that time. 

When other reporters were calling the Department of Correction to ask what was 
happening to this officer, they were merely saying that he was being — quote — 
“retrained.” 

GWEN IFILL: How does the settlement reached today between the city of New York 
and the U.S. attorney, how does it begin to address these problems, especially for 
teenagers and for the mentally ill? 

JENNIFER GONNERMAN: You know, one of the things about this agreement which is 
really quite historic is how incredibly sweeping it is. 

The Department of Justice combined — joined up with the lawsuit brought by the Legal 
Aid Society here in New York and a couple of private law firms. And while Legal Aid has 
been suing the city over conditions in its jails for two or three decades, this is the first 
time that they have come to an agreement that affects every jail in the system, every 
inmate in the system, that’s sweeping in scope and so detailed. 

And so, for that reason, it’s quite historic and giving hope to some people that maybe 
real reforms and lasting reforms might actually happen this time around. 

GWEN IFILL: But, in reality, how does one track the use of force? Obviously, a lot of 
cameras, a lot of videos like the one we saw, perhaps more, but then doesn’t someone 
have to follow up? 

JENNIFER GONNERMAN: Exactly. 

I mean, that’s one of the most disturbing things, is this video where it shows the officer 
throwing Kalief to the ground. You know, that video is obviously shot by a city camera, 
surveillance camera inside. And I was actually inside the solitary confinement unit on 
Rikers Island. 

And yet nothing happened, even though, of course — as you say, even though the 
video exists, somebody actually has to watch it. Somebody actually has to take action 
and make sure that justice is brought in each and every one of these cases. And that’s 
often where things fall down. 
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GWEN IFILL: Isn’t that what the point of having a federal monitor to oversee Rikers is 
about? 

JENNIFER GONNERMAN: Yes, exactly. 

I mean, it’s long overdue that we have more outside eyes, you know, the federal 
government getting involved and really paying very close attention to what’s going on in 
Rikers Island. Part of the reason why things got as bad as they did is that people just 
weren’t paying attention, whether policy-makers, government officials, even the media 
going back several years. Just, Rikers wasn’t on people’s radar. And things were 
permitted to get very, very bad. 

GWEN IFILL: Preet Bharara, the U.S. attorney for the Southern District in New York, 
who was the one who worked out the settlement with the city, he likened the conditions 
inside Rikers to kind of a “Lord of the Flies” environment. 

Was his involvement what turned — turned this into what it is now? 

JENNIFER GONNERMAN: I think that’s definitely true. 

Last August, Preet Bharara, the U.S. attorney, released a report about the conditions in 
the adolescent jail on Rikers Island which — it was a 79-page report, and it was 
absolutely blistering. I had never actually read a government report that was as 
damning as this one, and went into great detail about the abuses that 16- 17-year-olds, 
18-year-olds were enduring on Rikers Island. 

And that’s — was sort of the first step in this process. And at that time, it didn’t sound 
like the U.S. attorney was going to bring a lawsuit against New York City. But things got 
worse and worse. And that’s what they ultimately did, joining this other class action 
lawsuit that Legal Aid had. And that’s where we are today, months later, with this new 
legal agreement. 

And that’s exactly why — I think his involvement is why this has got the best chance of 
reform yet. 

GWEN IFILL: Well, your reporting certainly made a difference as well. 

Jennifer Gonnerman of “The New Yorker,” thank you. 

JENNIFER GONNERMAN: Thank you so much. 
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29-Kalief Browder and what we do and don’t know about solitary confinement 
in the U.S. 
By Mark Berman  

Post Nation 

June 9, 2015  

Kalief Browder spent a significant portion of his short life in jail, and most of his time behind bars 

was spent in solitary confinement. Browder had never been convicted of a crime, but he was 

accused of robbing someone, and that was enough for him to spend three of his years at Rikers 

Island in New York. 

His story was told by Jennifer Gonnerman in an article in the New Yorker in October 

outlining Browder’s journey through a frayed criminal justice system. Browder described long 

stretches of isolation in solitary confinement, and he told her he was abused by inmates and 

corrections officers inside Rikers. Gonnerman later obtained and published footage capturing such 

violence. 

“Being home is way better than being in jail,” Browder told Gonnerman after he was released. “But 

in my mind right now I feel like I’m still in jail, because I’m still feeling the side effects from what 

happened in there.” 

Gonnerman reported on Sunday that Browder had committed suicide the day before. His family left 

no doubt about why they believe Browder took his own life. 

“After fighting so hard to get out of jail — and then fighting on the outside to restart his life — he 

ultimately was unable to overcome his own pain and torment which emanated from his experiences 

in solitary confinement,” Browder’s family said in a statement. 

[Kalief Browder’s suicide and the high cost of violence and delay at Rikers] 

Solitary confinement is also known by other names — including isolation, punitive segregation, 

restricted housing — but the basic idea is generally the same: An inmate is removed from the larger 

inmate population for some period of time. Each year, tens of thousands of people are placed in 

solitary confinement, many of them placed in small, narrow rooms for long stretches. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/mark-berman/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2014/10/06/before-the-law
http://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/exclusive-video-violence-inside-rikers
http://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/kalief-browder-1993-2015
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/06/08/kalief-browders-suicide-and-the-high-cost-of-violence-and-delay-at-rikers/
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This can be used as a temporary measure to protect that inmate, other inmates or prison 

employees, or as a punishment for some sort of infraction. Some inmates are isolated for violent 

actions or threats, but experts say many people are also sent to solitary for doing things like talking 

back. Regardless of the cause, the forced segregation takes someone who is already imprisoned and 

removes almost any human contact or interaction from their life. 

The effects of solitary are hard to overstate. Experts say it can have catastrophic psychological 

effects, particularly on younger people or those with mental health issues. “The level of suffering 

and despair in many of these [solitary confinement] units is palpable and profound,” Craig Haney, a 

psychology professor at the University of California Santa Cruz who has studied the impact of 

incarceration, told the Senate Judiciary Committee in 2012. 

Haney continued: 

The emptiness and idleness that pervade most solitary confinement units are profound and 

enveloping. The prison typically provides the prisoners in these units with literally nothing 

meaningful to do. That emptiness, when combined with the total lack of meaningful social contact, 

has led some prisoners into a profound level of what might be called “ontological insecurity”—they 

are not sure that they exist and, if they do, exactly who they are. 

For people who spend long stretches in solitary, possible consequences include depression, anxiety 

and psychosis, and juveniles “are at particular risk” because of where they are in their development, 

according to the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry. It is a brutal reality for any 

mind, let alone one that is still taking shape. A national survey commissioned by the Justice 

Department that looked at suicides in juvenile facilities reported in 2004 that half of these people 

had been confined to their rooms when they took their lives, while 62 percent of them had a history 

of such confinement. 

Yet despite solitary confinement’s dramatic impact on prisoners, we do not actually know how 

commonly it is used. To be more precise: Nobody knows how many people are in solitary right now, 

as you are reading these words. 

[How many people are killed by police each year? A Post investigation] 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/fatal-police-shootings-in-2015-approaching-400-nationwide/2015/05/30/d322256a-058e-11e5-a428-c984eb077d4e_story.html
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According to Solitary Watch, a media and advocacy project, this lack of clarity is partly a result of 

gaps in how the data is gathered, as there is no thorough national reporting system. 

Still, some numbers do exist. The Vera Institute for Justice estimates that more than 80,000 people 

are isolated in state and federal prisons on any given day — roughly equal to the population of 

Merced, Calif. But it notes that this number is likely lowballing the real figure because it does not 

include jails, military facilities, juvenile facilities or immigration detention centers. 

Solitary was not a rare experience for young people held in Rikers during Browder’s time there. In 
2013, the last year Browder was held in Rikers, there were more than 680 inmates between the 

ages of 16 and 18 in Rikers on an average day. And on any given day, up to a quarter of them could 

have been in some form of solitary, according to an investigation into Rikers by the office of Preet 

Bharara, the U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York. 

Bharara’s sharply critical report, which focused on the years Browder was held there, 

determined that “a deep-seated culture of violence is pervasive throughout the adolescent facilities 

at Rikers.” Young inmates told investigators about numerous cases of brutal assaults by corrections 

officers, and these episodes were not properly reported or investigated, the report found. 

Browder told Gonnerman that he attempted suicide multiple times while in isolation. The report 

from Bharara noted “a number of comments from uniformed staff about inmates using suicide 

attempts to manipulate the officers and that the attempts therefore did not need to be taken 

seriously.” 

Rikers Island is where most of the inmates in New York City’s jail system are held. It has come 

under fire for a great many things recently, including the mistreatment of mentally ill inmates, 

skewed numbers about inmate fights, guards who smuggle contraband and other gaps in 

security. Last year, undercover investigators were able to smuggle $22,000 worth of drugs and 

alcohol into Rikers. 

New York Mayor Bill de Blasio has announced multiple reforms aimed at improving the situation at 

Rikers, several of which target problems highlighted by Browder’s situation. De Blasio has 

announced initiatives to reduce violence at Rikers, end isolation for juvenile inmates and speed up 

the city’s court system while clearing backlogs of cases. 

http://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/usao-sdny/legacy/2015/03/25/SDNY%20Rikers%20Report.pdf
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/ap-review-faults-nyc-solitary-mentally-ill
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/22/nyregion/report-twisted-data-on-fights-in-a-rikers-jail.html
http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2014/07/rikers-island-guards-charged-with-drug-smuggling.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2014/11/06/how-to-get-22000-worth-of-drugs-and-booze-into-rikers-island-hint-dress-up-as-a-guard/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2014/11/06/how-to-get-22000-worth-of-drugs-and-booze-into-rikers-island-hint-dress-up-as-a-guard/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2014/11/06/how-to-get-22000-worth-of-drugs-and-booze-into-rikers-island-hint-dress-up-as-a-guard/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2014/11/06/how-to-get-22000-worth-of-drugs-and-booze-into-rikers-island-hint-dress-up-as-a-guard/
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In January, officials in New York City agreed to stop placing most inmates age 21 and younger in 

solitary. New York will also curtail how long an inmate can be sentenced to isolation, while inmates 

with serious mental illnesses or physical disabilities cannot be isolated. 

These changes are not occurring in a vacuum, as states across the country have moved recently to 

change how they approach isolating their most vulnerable inmates. Some other prison systems in 

the United States have begun to reform and, in some cases, end solitary confinement for mentally 

ill and young inmates. 

Pennsylvania, home to one of the largest prison populations in the country, said this year that it will 

stop placing inmates with serious mental illnesses in solitary. In 2014, 10 states adopted more than 

a dozen measures meant to limit the use of solitary, ban it for younger inmates or improve 

conditions, the Marshall Project reported. Indiana and Ohio limited the amount of time juveniles 

can be placed in solitary, while Arizona agreed in a legal settlement to let inmates with serious 

mental health issues spend more time outside their cells. 

On Monday, de Blasio offered his condolences to Browder’s family and said many of the reform 

efforts at Rikers were due to the the story of the teenager held there for three years. 

“And a lot of the changes we are making at Rikers Island right now are the result of the example of 

Kalief Browder,” de Blasio said. “So I wish – I deeply wish we hadn’t lost him, but he did not die in 

vain.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2015/01/13/new-york-city-will-no-longer-put-its-youngest-prison-inmates-in-solitary-confinement/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2015/01/13/new-york-city-will-no-longer-put-its-youngest-prison-inmates-in-solitary-confinement/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2015/01/08/the-pennsylvania-prison-system-will-stop-putting-mentally-ill-inmates-in-solitary/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2015/01/08/the-pennsylvania-prison-system-will-stop-putting-mentally-ill-inmates-in-solitary/
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2014/12/23/shifting-away-from-solitary
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34-  

Juvenile Justice Information Exchange (http://jjie.org/2015/05/08/wrongfully-convicted-teen-
finds-new-challenges-in-freedom-as-a-man/108719/)  

You Are Here: JJIE Home » News » Wrongfully Convicted Teen… 

Wrongfully Convicted Teen Finds New Challenges in Freedom 

By Brooke L. Williams | May 8, 2015 

At the age of 17, Jeffrey Deskovic was convicted of raping and murdering his high school 
classmate. After spending 16 years in prison for the crime, Deskovic was exonerated in 
2006. He stands inside his office at the Jeffrey Deskovic Foundation where he works to free 
others who have been wrongfully convicted. “It was intended to be a legacy,” says 
Deskovic. “Something to make my mark on the world and to survive me.” 

NEW YORK — When Jeffrey Deskovic was a kid he wanted to be a cop. When he got a little 
older, he decided instead that he wanted to be an attorney. They wore nice suits. They made 
good money. 

Today, Deskovic owns plenty of suits and has earned a sizeable income, but he never fulfilled 
his childhood dream of becoming a lawyer. Instead, he works as a criminal justice reform 
advocate. 

In late 1989, at the age of 16, Deskovic came under suspicion for the brutal rape and murder of 
his high school classmate Angela Correa. After being held in an interrogation room for about 
eight hours with no parent or attorney present, he confessed to the crime. 

He was innocent. 

 “I was just totally overwhelmed, psychologically and emotionally,” Deskovic said. “By the cop’s 
own testimony, at the end of the interrogation I was on the floor in a fetal position.” 

A scared teenage boy, he thought if he gave the officers what they wanted, a confession, he 
would be released from custody and allowed to return home. He believed the police when they 
told him he would only have to go to a mental hospital for a short period, that he would not 
serve any jail time. 

Mostly, he just wanted to get out of there. Instead, his life was forever altered. 

http://jjie.org/
http://jjie.org/category/latest/
http://jjie.org/
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After his arrest, Deskovic was released on bail. While awaiting trial, he tried to kill himself. 

“I took an entire bottle of extra-strength Tylenol and then I went to sleep intending not to wake 
up again,” he said. 

He was committed to Rockland Children’s Psychiatric Center, where he remained from March 
to August 1990. 

In January 1991, Deskovic was convicted of raping and murdering Correa despite a semen 
sample from her that was traced to a then-unidentified person. Prosecutors maintained that 
Correa could have had consensual sex with another person before her murder. A Westchester 
County District Attorney’s report notes that Deskovic promised at his sentencing: “I will be back 
on appeal. Justice will yet be served. I will be set free.” 

According to the Innocence Project, a group that examines wrongful convictions and was 
involved in Deskovic’s exoneration, more than 25 percent of people wrongfully convicted and 
eventually exonerated made “false confessions or incriminating statements.” Studies show that 
those under 18 are particularly susceptible. 

So on January 1991 a 17-year-old with no prior criminal record found himself thrust into a 
prison culture that does not treat sex offenders, real or perceived, kindly. 

‘I have a body’ 

At the entrance to Elmira Correctional Facility stands a bronze statue of two prisoners side by 
side, one with an arm draped around the other. The statue was intended to be a symbol of the 
days when Elmira’s “wayward boys were transformed into law-abiding men.” 

By the time Deskovic got there, it was known as a junior gladiator school where young boys 
were inducted into the culture of prison violence, he said. Sex offenders were particularly 
singled out. If other inmates asked, Deskovic learned to respond only with ‘I have a body’ — 
prison slang for doing time for murder. 

He had few friendships during his nearly 16 years in prison. Instead, he had what he calls 
“associations.” Friendships were likely to lead to violence. It was better to keep your distance. 
His mother was his only regular visitor. His half-brother seldom came. His grandmother, with 
whom he was particularly close, died while he was incarcerated. He met his father for the first 
time only after his release. 

Deskovic passed the time by watching television. He liked “The Practice,” a drama about 
lawyers, and “WWE SmackDown.” He enjoyed listening to sports talk radio, noting that “it was 
like a lifeline to the outside.” He played sports. 

http://www.innocenceproject.org/
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“I would engage in this elaborate delusion,” he said. “When I played basketball or ping-pong or 
chess, I would pretend I was like a professional player and so was everyone else.” 

Throughout it all, Deskovic insisted he was innocent. After twice contacting the Innocence 
Project, the organization agreed to take his case in January 2006. To date, the organization has 
successfully exonerated 176 people by using DNA evidence to overturn convictions. 

Deskovic joined those ranks in September 2006 after DNA from the crime scene was matched 
to the actual perpetrator, a convicted felon already serving time for another murder. 

On Nov. 2, 2006, he was officially exonerated of Correa’s murder. He eagerly looked forward to 
his long-awaited freedom. 

“I guess I could call it an idealized life,” Deskovic said. “I mean, the life I thought I was walking 
into.” 

He thought he would find a job, get promoted, return to a normal life. His declaration in a 
Westchester County courtroom years earlier had finally come true. 

But reality did not meet expectations. Deskovic was a free man, but one still held captive by his 
past. 

“I thought I would go to all these different places and do all these different activities that I saw 
on television that I wanted to do,” he said. “The monetary component of that never dawned on 
me. Like it never dawned on me having people to do things with was something that couldn’t 
be taken for granted.” 

Betrayed once by trust in a criminal justice system that had failed him, Deskovic now 
seemed betrayed by a world he no longer recognized. He had been stuck in a time capsule for 
16 years. Meanwhile, the outside world continued to evolve without him. 

“There’s a lot more external stimuli out here that’s not replicable in a prison setting,” he said. 

Plus, he had never lived on his own before, never balanced a budget, never learned to pay bills. 
Everyday things like sorting through junk mail were difficult. 

In prison, “mail was just given to you and it wasn’t that often that it came,” he said. 

Deskovic suffered from anxiety, panic attacks and depression. He was one age but felt another, 
a sentiment observed by Shelley Alkin, a former dean at Mercy College. After reading about 
Deskovic’s case in late 2006, she called to offer him what he considers one of his few lucky 
breaks — a full scholarship to attend Mercy. 

https://www.mercy.edu/
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Alkin was no stranger to working with the formerly incarcerated at Mercy College, which 
partners with a private organization to help inmates earn advanced degrees while in prison. 

Nevertheless, she described her first encounter with Deskovic as shocking. He looked like he 
was wearing hand-me-down clothes. He brought ramen noodle soup and a bowl with him and 
asked to heat it in her microwave. 

The students at Mercy were polite, but far from welcoming. There is a stigma to spending 16 
years in prison, whether you are innocent or not, Alkin noted. After spending years locked up 
on the inside, Deskovic said he now found himself “on the outside looking in.” 

Alkin recalled when they embraced for a hug, “I felt like sometimes he was just holding onto me 
for dear life.” 

While in lockup, Deskovic converted to Islam but stopped practicing a year after his release 
because of its restrictions on drinking, nightlife and sexual relations. 

At 33, he has never had a serious romantic relationship. Learning how to read women’s body 
language and pick up on social cues was difficult. It is something he still struggles with today. 

His friend Nancy Lopez, who Deskovic considers himself closest to, tries to help him with that. 

He met her two years after his release while he was living in Tarrytown, N.Y., and she was 
working as a waitress at a local diner. Two weeks after their first meeting, he injured his leg 
while playing basketball and phoned Lopez for help. She drove him to the hospital and offered 
to let him stay with her until his leg healed. 

“I took her up on her offer and never quite left,” Deskovic said. 

When he was awarded several million dollars in separate settlements with New York state and 
Westchester, Peekskill and Putnam counties for his wrongful imprisonment, he upgraded to a 
two-family home and invited Lopez to stay with him. 

Deskovic occupies the first floor, Lopez the second. Her adult son stays on the basement level. 
Lopez says she makes most of the meals since Deskovic is not the best cook. 

“The only thing he can make for me is a cup of coffee in the morning,” Lopez said. 

Today, Deskovic bears little outward resemblance to the man who was released from prison 
more than eight years ago. The overgrown beard he once sported is gone, replaced with a 
goatee. Lopez says it was her son’s idea. 
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The timbre of his voice is deeper. He’s packed on a few pounds and likes to eat out. Italian food 
is his favorite and “anything with sauce on it.” Lopez said he also likes vegetables and she tries 
to cook healthy meals for him. “That way he can lose a little weight too,” she said. 

Most of Deskovic’s time is now spent at The Jeffrey Deskovic Foundation for Justice, an 
organization he founded with a portion of his settlement money. His office is in the back of a 
building on the upper west side of Manhattan. The walls are painted blue, his favorite color. 

That’s not the reason he chose this particular shade of paint, though. He chose it for 
sentimental reasons. He liked the name: It’s called “Grandma’s Sweater.” 

On the wall, amid other framed accolades, hangs the degree he earned from Mercy. The 
master’s degree he earned from the John Jay College of Criminal Justice in 2013 isn’t there. 

He has been too busy to pick it up. Busy at the foundation, he says, working to free others 
wrongfully convicted. Others like William Lopez, the foundation’s first and only successful 
exoneration case to date. 

Through the foundation’s assistance, William Lopez (no relation to Nancy Lopez) was 
exonerated in January 2013 after serving 23 years in prison. Deskovic says William’s release 
from prison is the happiest moment he has experienced post-incarceration. The celebration, 
however, was short-lived. William Lopez passed away in September 2014 from an asthma 
attack. 

At the foundation, Deskovic’s staff of four is currently working on eight cases. He is hopeful a 
second exoneration will result soon. He provides temporary housing in a two-bedroom 
Manhattan apartment for those recently released. 

"I’m personally so proud of him and how far he’s come," Alkin said. 

Nancy Lopez says Deskovic still suffers from the psychological scars of his past, though. He has 
nightmares and bouts of depression. 

“What they did to him is still there. He still has the scars fresh in his mind,” she said. 

Deskovic acknowledges he does not sleep well but says he is doing better. While his 
professional life and advocacy work keep him occupied, his social calendar is not always as full. 

“Where are my peers at? Where are they at?” implored Deskovic. 

He can’t seem to find them. He wants friends with common interests. 

“Not all of them, not every interest,” he said. “But maybe half of them so we can change genres 
of activities, kind of like I did when I was a kid.” 

http://www.thejeffreydeskovicfoundationforjustice.org/


Page 83 of 118 
 

He is still searching for them. He is still searching for a life partner. And while that search 
continues, he wants the world to know that he is single and available. 

He finally got around to picking up that master’s degree from John Jay College. He has plans to 
have it framed and hanging on his wall soon. 
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SundayReview  

35- When Mass Hysteria Convicted 5 

Teenagers 

Editorial Observer  

By BRENT STAPLES OCT. 27, 2012  

Mass hysteria always makes perfect sense when we are trapped in it. It can take decades — or 

even longer — before the crazed irrationality of a particular episode shows itself for what it was. 

That realization comes through with considerable force in a new documentary about the case of 

the five black and Hispanic teenagers who were wrongly convicted in the beating and rape of a 

young, white jogger in Central Park in the spring of 1989. 

The film, written and produced by the documentarian Ken Burns, with his daughter, Sarah 

Burns, and her husband, David McMahon, offers a matter-of-fact but profoundly disturbing 

depiction of the forces that led citizens, politicians, the media and the criminal justice system to 

brush past yawning gaps in the evidence in the case. The five teenagers, aged 14 to 16, were 

convicted — based on confessions they say were coerced — in what former Mayor Ed Koch 

describes in the film as “the crime of the century.” 

The convictions were overturned in 2002, after a serial rapist and murderer, who had staged a 

similar attack in the park just 48 hours before the one on the jogger, stepped forward to admit his 

crime, saying that he had acted alone. 

An exhaustive investigation by the Manhattan district attorney’s office corroborated the man’s 

story — noting that his DNA had been found at the scene and that there was no physical 

evidence to tie the five teenagers to the very bloody crime scene. The investigation report, which 

recommended that the court overturn the convictions, seemed to suggest that the five should 

never have been indicted at all. But by that time, Kharey Wise, Kevin Richardson, Antron 

McCray, Yusef Salaam and Raymond Santana had completed their sentences and been robbed of 

their young lives. 

The film scarcely mentions the pending federal lawsuit in which the five men and their families 

are seeking $50 million each in damages. But lawyers for the city have subpoenaed raw footage 

and outtakes from the film, “The Central Park Five,” arguing that the material is crucial to its 

ability to defend itself. The subpoena fight shows that the past, as Faulkner pointed out, is never 

really past. 

Sharonne Salaam in 2002, when the conviction of her son Yusef in the 1989 Central Park jogger case was 

overturned. Credit Ozier Muhammad/The New York Times  

http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html#sundayreview
http://www.nytimes.com/column/editorial-observer
http://www.nytimes.com/by/brent-staples
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My job as an assistant metropolitan editor for The Times in the late 1980s gave me a close 

vantage point on the events that unfolded in the aftermath of the attack. But it was only with the 

documentary — and the distance of time — that I gained perspective on the civic turmoil of the 

period and the symbolic role that the young suspects played. 

Back then, New York was still reeling from its brush with bankruptcy, the deadly crack wars 

were raging, and one could drive for blocks and blocks through terrifying landscapes of bombed 

out buildings in poor neighborhoods. 

In the public mind, a large group of teenagers who had roamed the park the evening of the jogger 

attack, chucking rocks at a cab and assaulting runners, embodied the decline of civilized society 

itself. The five who were charged with the jogger case were depicted as “animals,” “savages” 

and especially “wolves” as they headed to convictions that were almost assured before the first 

juror was called. Never mind the absence of physical evidence, or the timeline analysis 

suggesting that the group was probably elsewhere in the park when the attack on the jogger took 

place. Or confessions described in the district attorney’s investigation as differing “from one 

another on the specific details of virtually every major aspect of the crime — who initiated the 

attack, who knocked the victim down, who undressed her, who struck her, who held her, who 

raped her, what weapons were used in the course of the assault and when in the sequence of 

events the attack took place.” 

The old interrogation footage of the frightened teenagers who confessed, shown in “The Central 

Park Five,” stands in sharp contrast to the “wolves” that were put forward to us in 1989. We see 

a baby-faced 14-year-old Raymond Santana mumbling out a confession, which he now says he 

made up in an attempt to satisfy the police, who he claimed promised to let him go home if only 

he provided a story. We see the special-education student, Kharey Wise, who was 16 but whose 

mental abilities were younger than his years. He is overwhelmed when shown a picture of the 

victim’s injuries and almost swooning with gratitude when someone hands him a can of soda. 

By the time the videotaped confessions were taken, the defendants, their lawyers say, had 

endured lengthy interrogations and been subjected to coercive and deceptive interrogation 

techniques, including force and trickery, sleep deprivation and isolation from their families. The 

complaint further asserts that the boys were told that they could go home if they provided 

statements placing themselves at the scene and incriminating others. 

Looking back at their younger selves, the men speak of loss and of standing at a kind of remove 

from the lives they are trying to live. As Mr. Wise, who served 13 years, puts it: “You can 

forgive but you won’t forget. You won’t forget what you done lost. No money could bring that 

time back. No money could bring the life that was missing or the time that was taken away.”  

A version of this editorial appears in print on October 28, 2012, on page SR12 of the New York 

edition with the headline: When Mass Hysteria Convicted 5 Teenagers. Today's Paper|Subscribe  
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Business Day  

36- The Wall Street Bailout Plan, Explained 

By DAVID STOUTSEPT. 20, 2008  

WASHINGTON — News reports about the upheaval in the world of finance have been full of 

esoteric terms like “mortgage-backed securities” and “credit-default swaps,” but the crisis has 

resonated for people who know little about Wall Street and who did not think they would ever 

have to know. Here are several questions and answers of concern to Main Street Americans: 

Q. The bailout program being negotiated by the Bush administration and Congressional leaders 

calls for the government to spend up to $700 billion to buy distressed mortgages. How did the 

politicians come up with that number, and could it go higher? 

A. The recovery package cannot go higher than $700 billion without additional legislation. As 

for that figure, it lies between the optimistic estimate of $500 billion and the pessimistic guess of 

$1 trillion about the cost of fixing the financial mess. But the $700 billion is in addition to an $85 

billion agreement on a bailout of the insurance giant American International Group, plus $29 

billion in support that the government pledged in the marriage of Bear Stearns and JPMorgan 

Chase. On top of all that, the Congressional Budget Office says the federal bailout of the 

mortgage finance companies Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac could cost $25 billion. 

Q. Who, really, is going to come up with the $700 billion? 

A. American taxpayers will come up with the money, although if you are bullish on America in 

the long run, there is reason to hope that the tab will be less than $700 billion. After the Treasury 

buys up those troubled mortgages, it will try to resell them to investors. The Treasury’s 

involvement in the crisis and the speed with which Congress is responding could generate long-

range optimism and raise the value of those mortgages, although it is impossible to say by how 

much. 

So it would not be correct to think of the federal government as simply writing a check for $700 

billion. It is just committing itself to spend that much, if necessary. But the bottom line is, yes, 

this bailout could cost American taxpayers a lot of money. 

Q. So is it fair to say that Americans who are neither rich nor reckless are being asked to rescue 

people who are? What is in this package for responsible homeowners of modest means who 

might be forced out of their homes, perhaps for reasons beyond their control? 

A. Yes, you could argue that people who cannot tell soybean futures from puts, calls and options 

are being asked to clean up the costly mess left by Wall Street. To make the bailout palatable to 

the public, it is being described as far better than inaction, which administration officials and 

members of Congress say could imperil the retirement savings and other investments of 

Americans who are anything but rich. 

http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/by/david-stout
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/c/credit_default_swaps/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
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But it is a good bet that the negotiations between the administration and Capitol Hill will include 

ideas about ways to help middle-class homeowners avoid foreclosure and perhaps some limits on 

pay for executives. And it should be noted that neither party is solely responsible for whatever 

neglect led the country to the brink of disaster. 

Q. How is it that the administration and Congress, which have not tried to find huge amounts of 

money to, say, improve the nation’s health insurance system or repair bridges and tunnels, can 

now be ready to come up with $700 billion to rescue the financial system? And is it realistic to 

think that the parties can reach agreement and get legislation passed in a hurry? 

A. The first question will surely come up again, involving as it does not just issues of spending 

policy but also more profound questions about national aspirations. As for rescuing the financial 

system, elected officials in both parties became convinced that, while a couple of venerable 

investment banks could fade into oblivion or be absorbed by mergers, the entire financial system 

could not be allowed to collapse. 

And, yes, the parties are likely to reach an accord. Many members of Congress are eager to leave 

Washington to go home and campaign for the November elections, and no one wants to face the 

voters without having done something to protect modest savings portfolios as well as giant 

investors. 

Stephen Labaton and David M. Herszenhorn contributed reporting. 

A version of this article appears in print on , on page A32 of the New York edition with the 

headline: The Wall Street Bailout Plan, Explained. Order Reprints| Today's Paper|Subscribe  
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On Leadership 

38- What is Occupy Wall Street? The history 

of leaderless movements 
The inside track on Washington politics.  

Occupy Wall Street protests, which have spread nationwide, are the latest in a line of large-

scale leaderless movements. (Alex Brandon/AP)  

By Heather Gautney  

On Leadership 

October 10, 2011  

This piece is part of an On Leadership roundtable on the Occupy Wall Street protests. (For more 

by Heather Gautney on Occupy, read “Why Occupy Wall Street wants nothing to do with our 

politicians”)  

Occupy Wall Street has arrived. Facebook is all-aflutter, and Twitter is all-atweeter, as news of 

“occupations” and clashes with the powers-that-be spread like wildfire around the country.  

Now entering its fourth week, the Wall Street occupation has become a national phenomenon. 

The president is interested, celebrities are popping by, and pizza shops are adding the OccuPie to 

their menus. There is even an Occupy video game in development. The movement has spawned 

hundreds of Occupy locales in a national Occupy Together network. And now there is talk of 

going global: Occupy the World. 

Inquiring minds want to know: Who are these people? What exactly are they demanding? Who 

is leading this thing? 

On these issues, the movement has been clear: This is a leaderless movement without an official 

set of demands. There are no projected outcomes, no bottom lines and no talking heads. In the 

Occupy movement, We are all leaders.  

This is not just a charming mess. We are all leaders represents a real praxis, and it has a real 

history. 

In the 1960s and 70s, feminists convened consciousness-raising meetings aimed at politicizing 

the various forms of women’s oppression that were occurring in private. Women in the ranks 

were tired of being excluded from the inner circles of leadership where the issues and demands 

were being decided. And, they were sick of the generalized hypocrisy regarding gender roles. 

For this reason, feminist consciousness-raising eschewed formal leadership because each 

woman’s experience and opinion had to be valued equally. The personal was the political. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/on-leadership
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/on-leadership
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/on-leadership
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/on-leadership/why-occupy-wall-street-wants-nothing-to-do-with-our-politicians/2011/10/21/gIQAc2wT3L_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/on-leadership/why-occupy-wall-street-wants-nothing-to-do-with-our-politicians/2011/10/21/gIQAc2wT3L_story.html
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Consciousness-raising was also the heart and soul of gay rights activism. The process of sharing 

coming-out stories in a free environment helped others liberate themselves from the closet of ill 

repute. Again, these stories were told in a non-coercive, leaderless environment that empowered 

gay men and women to fight for their rights and leave behind a debased life of sexual secrecy. 

Both of these movements had enormous impacts on American life. Gay rights liberated our 

sexuality, and feminism fundamentally changed the way we relate to each other as men and 

women. All this, without a centralized leadership. 

Fast-forward to the late 1990s when protest networks emerged around the world in opposition to 

the World Bank, WTO and G-8. This time uneven development, debt and neoliberalism took 

center stage, alongside environmental concerns and world poverty. The protesters were 

“Anti”  globalization as well as “Alter”: Free flows of information as opposed to patenting, free 

movement of people as opposed to policed immigration, and free trade as opposed to NAFTA. 

Alter-globalization networks created a veritable movement of movements, which was not led or 

controlled by any one of them. In the United States, anarchist-inspired spokescouncils convened 

hundreds of these groups to organize protest actions, conferences and community work. At the 

meetings, each group would position a single member upfront, in the inner circle, while the rest 

sat behind, like a human wheel with spokes. There were no leaders with long-standing 

assignments because every participant was, in essence, a leader. In lieu of a party line, this 

amalgamation of movements operated according to sets of core, procedural principles—called 

Principles of Unity—that reflected their anti-authoritarian, anti-discriminatory orientation. 

The Occupy movement operates similarly, with each locale establishing its own set of 

organizational practices. Locales, and the virtual Occupy communities in cyberspace, are 

federated according to a simple yet powerful point of unity: “The one thing we all have in 

common is that we are the 99% that will no longer tolerate the greed and corruption of the 

1%”—an obvious reference to the well-known, yet still appalling, statistic that the top 1 percent 

of households in the United States own somewhere between 30 to 40 percent of all privately held 

wealth. And counting. 

Occupy Wall Street’s organizational presence is the New York General Assembly or “GA,” 

which convenes numbers in the high hundreds at its squat-site in Zuccotti Park. Daily GA 

meetings are led by facilitators who rotate on a regular basis, and facilitation training is open to 

all. Specific issues, such as food, medical, legal, outreach, security and others are handled by 

working groups—also open and inclusive—that periodically report back to the GA. Instead of 

issuing top-down directives, Occupy groups use a consensus process in which anyone can join in 

the decision-making and propose an idea. Proposers must field questions, justify the hows and 

whys of their ideas, and engage a large-scale group discussion. Votes are then cast via an 

innovative system of hand signals, and proposals are revised until a nine-tenths majority 

approves. 

Of course, all this requires a degree of good faith. Embedded in consensus process is an ethical 

assumption that decision-making is not a competition: It is not about converting other people to 

one’s way of thinking. It is about compromise. For every person involved, there is a new 
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viewpoint to consider. This can get messy, but efficiency is not the measuring stick of success 

here. Democracy is. 

Similar to the feminist and alter-globalization movements, these groups want to avoid replicating 

the authoritarian structures of the institutions they are opposing. This is part of what 

differentiates them from the Tea Party. Occupy will never become an arm of the Democratic 

Party because the Democratic Party is part of the problem. These protesters want to prefigure 

within their own organization the free society they seek to create. And they want to demonstrate 

against the corrupt and hypocritical culture in mainstream politics and Wall Street—by operating 

with integrity.  

The Occupy movement is a laboratory for participatory democracy. It’s a massive crash course 

in leadership training. Most of these activists have a particular issue, problem or political idea 

that is meaningful to them, on which they have developed an expert knowledge. Occupy is both a 

concrete and virtual space for connecting these issues and expertise without any one position or 

issue taking precedence. This movement is not mired in the competitive mindset of “my issue is 

more important than yours” that appears to be stymieing Congress as the country slowly 

crumbles. 

Implicit in this structure is also a rejection of the narcissistic, “I know what’s good for you” form 

of leadership, now pervasive in this country, in which lawmakers fail to consider the needs and 

desires of the people they claim to represent. The failure of representative democracy in the 

United States is perhaps one of the most serious problems of our time, and the Occupy 

movement is a symptom of this crisis of legitimacy. The people no longer trust their leaders and 

are even starting to indict the system itself. They think we can do better. We are all leaders. 

Heather Gautney, PhD, is an assistant professor of sociology at Fordham University and author 

of Protest and Organization in the Alternative Globalization Era (Palgrave Macmillan).  
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43- The Legacy of the Watts RiotsBy: Abraham H. Miller  

FrontPageMagazine.com | Thursday, August 11, 2005 

http://archive.frontpagemag.com/readArticle.aspx?ARTID=7638 

Forty years ago this August, a routine traffic stop in the Los Angeles neighborhood of Watts erupted into the 

most intense and dramatic riot up to its time, eclipsing all the riots of the previous summer in its devastation. 

Even the word “Watts” has become synonymous with the image of mayhem in the streets and plumes of 

acrid smoke rising from American cities. 

The revolutionary romantics of the time, both in and outside of academia, seized upon the riots to create an 

agenda for social change. Underlying that agenda was their assertion that the riots were a direct consequence 

of black oppression and their warning that the riots were harbingers of a greater fire next time. That agenda 

and its false premises are still with us, an integral part of the liberal mythology that dominates what professors 

teach about race relations and what is commonly accepted as good public policy. 

The wondrous “scientific” logic of the times was that blacks were poor, deprived and discriminated against; 

ergo, poverty, deprivation and discrimination naturally lead to riots. It was the fallacy of post hoc, ergo propter 

hoc. Night follows day; therefore, surely day must cause night. 

But these explanations were not just illogical. They were also ahistorical. In much of the prior century it was 

the middle class that ran into the streets and rioted. Moreover, throughout the first part of the twentieth century, 

it wasn’t blacks that rioted, but whites. 

Nor was discrimination the obvious wellspring of the riots. What the social scientists and revolutionary 

romantics failed to comprehend was that the riots were taking place in those American cities most receptive to 

blacks. Los Angeles, one of the best places in America for blacks to live, belched forth the smoke of civil 

violence. Conversely, areas with a darker racial past did not fall into the grip of riots. In Birmingham,Alabama, 

for instance, the only smoke climbing upward was from the steel plants. Mississippi burned not from black 

unrest, but from Klan violence. Beyond that, deprivation, poverty and discrimination within the black 

community had been far greater in other decades. Yet, unlike in 1965, there had been no long hot summers of 

riots. If one were looking for a causal relationship, instead of a slogan, those observations should have cast 

doubt on the usual poverty and discrimination explanation as a cause of the riots. 

A cold-eyed study of the facts, however, was not high on social scientists’ agenda. Instead, they saw the riots 

as a golden opportunity to influence social policy through a pseudo science that confirmed their ideological 

predispositions about the riots. The romantic revolutionaries, meanwhile, could interpret the riots as a 

symptom of the growing rage in the black community that had to be addressed before it evolved into a full-

scale black revolution. 

Against this backdrop, President Lyndon Baines Johnson established the Kerner Commission, under the 

direction of former Illinois Governor Otto Kerner, to find the root causes of the riots. Johnson was not without 

an agenda, and his commissioners were chosen because they could be counted on to draw conclusions that 

would underscore the necessity of Johnson’s Great Society programs. 

But this liberal agenda was not sufficiently radical for the commission’s behind-the-scenes research director, 

social psychologist Robert Shellow. His staff produced a report as incendiary as the riots themselves. Titled, 

“The Harvest of American Racism,” Shellow glorified the riots as nothing less than a revolutionary uprising 

that could only justly be dealt with by a major transformation of the African-American community. If 

mayhem, arson, looting and killing warranted sanctification, Shellow was more than happy to provide it. Even 

for liberals, this was too much. Shellow’s “Harvest” document so enraged his superiors that 120 social 

scientists and investigators were summarily fired. 

http://archive.frontpagemag.com/bioAuthor.aspx?AUTHID=2673
http://archive.frontpagemag.com/readArticle.aspx?ARTID=7638
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But the damage was done. The Kerner Commission Report, the foundation for the pervasive national 

mythology of the riots, was dramatically influenced by Shellow’s “Harvest.” The Kerner report preserved 

Shellow’s view that blacks were a colonized race living under oppression, and that it was the larger society, 

not the rioters, that had to answer for the riots. Kerner also affirmed Shellow’s idea that the riots were acts of 

revolutionary nihilism directed at positive social change—an oxymoron that, perhaps, only a nihilist could 

appreciate. The mantra of the Kerner report was strikingly similar to Shellow’s conclusion: “white racism 

caused the riots.” 

The Kerner Commission was not the only commission appointed to study the civil unrest of the 1960’s. The 

Eisenhower Commission, chaired by Milton Eisenhower, Columbia University president and brother of 

Dwight D. Eisenhower, was tasked with a mandate that led to an inquiry into civil violence. The commission’s 

focus included the riots but extended far beyond it. Published not as a single report but a series of task force 

reports, the most famous of the Eisenhower Commission’s products was Jerome Skolnick’s The Politics of 

Protest. 

The foreword to Skolnick’s work presented America with one of the most fatuous and controversial theories 

ever created by the social science of the time and two black psychiatrists, Price Cobbs and William Grier, 

fastened on it to promulgate their theory of black rage.  According to Cobbs and Grier, black rage was a 

seething anger that white oppression had created within a substantial portion of the black community. The riots 

were simply a manifestation of black rage, which Cobbs and Grier alleged was a phenomenon they had 

clinically observed. 

Like the mythology of the Kerner Commission Report, the mythology of black rage became a catchall to 

justify the riots. Every individual act of black violence could now be justified by this engaging theory; whether 

the crime in question was rape or murder, it was all explicable as a function of black rage—caused, of course, 

by white racism. 

Never had all the violent acts of one group of people been so totally absolved by placing the responsibility for 

them on another.  Leftist attorney William Kunstler even molded black rage into a legal defense, and it was 

used unsuccessfully in the Colin Ferguson case. Ferguson had, without provocation, slaughtered six white 

passengers on a Long Island commuter train.  According to his defense attorney, this was a manifestation of 

“black rage.” 

Of course, not everyone bought into this silliness. Harvard sociologist Edward Banfield observed that the 

rioters were primarily young males whose politics led them to target liquor stores, and noted that the riots 

occurred on hot, sultry summer nights. This led him to conclude that the riots erupted merely “for fun and 

profit.” To Banfield and other observers, the riots had all the political content of a late spring panty raid on a 

college campus.   

So why did Banfield’s conclusion escape the commissions investigating the Watts riots? In large part, it was 

because they were committed to using empirical studies to confirm what they had been predisposed to believe. 

Never did they grapple with the possibility that the riots had nothing to do with racial grievances, or that they 

stemmed from the immediate gratification found in the carnival atmosphere of the moment. To entertain such a 

hypothesis would have been beyond the capacities of the social scientists that worked for the commissions. It 

would have been anathema to the poverty and civil rights establishments. 

Evidence suggests, however, that this is what generally happens in riots. Police have reported on the 

phenomenon of arrested rioters sitting in holding cells and watching pundits on television and thenparroting 

their expressions of “deprivation” and “alienation,” so as to justify their actions. Damian Williams, the man 

who beat and actually danced around the unconscious body of white truck driver Reginald Denny, during the 
1992 Rodney King riots, claimed he had no idea what the Rodney King verdict was. He justified his actions by 

claiming he got caught up in the violence itself. Most of us, of course, choose to walk away from violence and 
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not get “caught up” in it. Similarly, British soccer rioters do not themselves complain of grievances, 

oppression or deprivation (albeit some social scientists have been happy to reconstruct their behavior in those 

terms). Rather, soccer rioters talk about “getting off” on the sheer pleasure of the riots or having an “aggro,” as 

they refer to the ecstasy derived from engaging in violence. 

Riots often occur because of the immediate gratification of the violence and the carnival atmosphere of the 

moment. But while one can say that about soccer riots, spring break in Florida, celebrations of athletic 

victories or any of a number of similar events, one cannot say that about the riots in black urban neighborhoods 

without being called a “racist.” Little wonder, then, that the commissions of the sixties refused even to 

consider that the riots were political only in the sense that they served the needs of the poverty industry—the 

scores of liberal academicians, legislators and so-called civil rights leaders bent on remedying America’s social 

ills with expansive and expensive government programs. 

Every decennial anniversary of the Watts riots or the commission reports brings the poverty and civil rights 

industries before the cameras. Their spokesmen repeat the same worn clichés and advocate the same failed 

policies of pumping billions into the abyss of the inner city. On the twenty-fifth anniversary of the publication 

of the Kerner Commission Report, Vera Kimble, of the Eisenhower Foundation, advocated spending no less 

than thirty billion on the inner city to deal with the root causes of the riots. 

Kimble might be shocked to know that today, after millions of dollars spent on research, we have come no 

closer to identifying the root causes of riots. What we do know is that the theories under which the 

commissions of the 60s operated had little basis in fact. As early as 1971, sociologist Clark McPhail found that 

the cherished theories about the frustration, aggression, and relative deprivation of many urban blacks—the 

cornerstones of the commissions’ thinking—could not be sustained by meaningful statistical evidence. 

Standing nearly a quarter of a century later from his perch as President of the American Sociological 

Association, McPhail again called for moving beyond the models that had influenced the commissions toward 

a study of the riots themselves. Specifically, he suggested partitioning the riots into different behaviors by 

different actors on different days. 

One who took up that suggestion was the journalist Eugene Methvin. Methvin was, perhaps, the first to 

undertake such a systematic analysis, and he documented how to prevent riots. But it was hardly what the 

liberal establishment wanted to hear. Methvin found that the greatest deterrent to a riot was not an 

understanding of root causes or implementation of social programs but a fast and decisive police response. In a 

comparative study of the Watts riots and the Rodney King riots, I later found that Methvin was uncannily 

correct. 

The Watts riots were quenched when then Inspector Daryl Gates decided that the tactics of riot control where 

not applicable to the mobile hit-and-run rioting the Los Angeles police encountered in Watts. Gates teamed 

police cars filled with heavily armed officers to intercept the rioters, and then proceeded to process and detain 

rioters at the scene. This way, officers would not be going back and forth from the riot scene to book the 

rioters. Once these alternations in police response were implemented, the Watts riot began to subside. 

Unfortunately, the police failed to heed that lesson. During the 1992 King riots, the Los Angeles police, for 

reasons that one can only speculate about, did none of the things they had learned from Watts. Gates, then 

chief of police, lingered at a dinner and then took a helicopter ride over the city as it burned, while the police 

response remained without a central command structure or decision making authority. 

To be sure, some observers have opined that in the racially tense atmosphere of Los Angeles in 1992, the 

police did not want cameras instantly televising live coverage of scores of young black males in handcuffs, 
surrounded by heavily armed police. But it remains the case that by adopting a less assertive approach, the 

LAPD allowed the riots to escalate to ever greater heights of destruction. When the police backed off, as had 
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police in other cities in the 1960’s, riots grew in intensity, numbers and duration. The flames burned out of 

control. 

If there is one thing we’ve learned about controlling riots it is this: a fast, decisive police response works. 

Indeed, even the vaunted Kerner Commission said as much; it was just one of those parts of the report that no 

one was enthusiastic about underscoring. It was much easier and seemingly much more compassionate to point 

the finger at white racism and the need for social programs. 

As we once again face another decennial anniversary of the Watts riot, be prepared to hear the shrill voice of 

the poverty industry citing Kerner and demanding the infusion of money into the ghettos. As you listen, keep 

in mind that despite the dire predictions of the Kerner Commission and liberal academics about the future of 

race relations, since the 1960’s African Americans have achieved more integration, more social mobility, and 

more political power in a shorter amount of time than any minority group anywhere on the planet. This is a 

tribute not to the riots and certainly not to ineffectual social programs. It is a tribute to the historic civil rights 

movement and America’s democratic institutions. 

Abraham H. Miller is emeritus professor of political science, University of Cincinnati. He has written 

extensively on the black urban riots in both popular and academic venues, and authored the Los 
AngelesTimes editorial essay on the tenth anniversary of the Watts riot. 

 

Abraham H. Miller is emeritus professor, University of Cincinnati. He has written extensively on the Middle East for 

both academic and popular venues. 
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44- The Consequences of the 1960's Race Riots Come Into View 

By VIRGINIA POSTRELDEC. 30, 2004  

Correction Appended 

AS an economic historian, Robert A. Margo has long wanted to study the 1960's. But, he says, 

"for the longest time people would say, 'That's too close to the present."' 

Not so anymore. The 1960's are as distant from today as the Great Depression was from the 

1960's, and economic historians, including Professor Margo, of Vanderbilt University, are 

examining the decade's long-term effects. 

Consider the wave of race riots that swept the nation's cities. From 1964 to 1971, there were 

more than 750 riots, killing 228 people and injuring 12,741 others. After more than 15,000 

separate incidents of arson, many black urban neighborhoods were in ruins. 

As soon as the riots occurred, social scientists began collecting data and analyzing the possible 

causes. Until recently, however, few scholars looked at the riots' long-term economic 

consequences. 

In two recent papers, Professor Margo and his Vanderbilt colleague, William J. Collins, do just 

that by estimating the impact on incomes and employment and on property values. 

The riots not only destroyed many homes and businesses, resulting in about $50 million in 

property damage in Detroit alone, but far more significantly, they also depressed inner-city 

incomes and property values for decades. 

(The papers, "The Labor Market Effects of the 1960's Riots" and "The Economic Aftermath of 

the 1960's Riots: Evidence from Property Values," are available at 

www.vanderbilt.edu/Econ/wparchive/working03.html and 

www.vanderbilt.edu/Econ/wparchive/working04.html.) 

The economists start with sociologists' findings on the riots' causes: whether a city had a riot was 

essentially unpredictable, assuming the city was outside the South (where few riots occurred) and 

had a substantial African-American population. The sociologists' research, Professor Margo says, 

suggests that "there was so much racial tension in the air in the 1960's that a riot could happen 

almost anywhere, anytime." 

That unpredictability is bad news for sociologists looking for causes but good news for 

economists analyzing consequences. It creates a natural experiment, dividing otherwise similar 

places into those that had riots and those that did not. 

In cities with major riots, the economists find that the median black family income dropped by 

about 9 percent from 1960 to 1970, compared with similar cities without severe riots. This 

impact on the labor market may have actually been more severe in the long run. 

http://www.nytimes.com/by/virginia-postrel
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From 1960 to 1980, male employment in cities with severe riots dropped four to seven 

percentage points, compared with otherwise similar cities. 

The impact on property values is even more striking. In cities with severe riots, Professors 

Collins and Margo found, the median value of black-owned homes dropped 14 percent to 20 

percent, compared with cities that experienced little or no rioting, from 1960 to 1970. The 

median value of all central-city homes, regardless of owner, dropped 6 percent, to 10 percent. 

The racial difference is not surprising, because both riot damage and the perceived risk of future 

riots were concentrated in predominately black neighborhoods. 

Again, these numbers reflect not just immediate property damage but long-term declines. If it is 

more expensive or less desirable to live or work in a particular neighborhood, property prices 

will drop. 

"This effect," the economists write, "could work through any number of the channels that feed 

into the net benefit stream: personal and property risk might seem higher; insurance premiums 

might rise; taxes for redistribution or more police and fire protection might increase, and 

municipal bonds may be more difficult to place; retail outlets might close; businesses and 

employment opportunities might relocate; friends and family might move away; burned-out 

buildings might be an eyesore; and so on." 

In a second statistical test, Professors Collins and Margo identify two factors that separate cities 

with riots from those without riots: whether the local government used a city manager (which 

lessened the chances of a riot) and how much rain fell in April 1968, the month that Martin 

Luther King Jr. was assassinated. 

"If you have a lot of rain, people don't go out in the streets and riot," Professor Margo notes. So 

the same national event had different effects in cities that were otherwise similar. Here, too, the 

two economists find that cities without riots did significantly better economically over the long 

run. 

These results help address an important economic puzzle. Since World War II, the incomes of 

black and white Americans have begun to converge. But racial differences in wealth, or net 

worth, have remained enormous, even for people with similar incomes and family 

configurations. 

In 1998, the median income for African-American households was $20,000, or 54 percent of the 

median white household income of $37,000, according to calculations by Edward N. Wolff of 

the Jerome Levy Economics Institute. But the median net worth of black families was only 

$10,000, a mere 12 percent of the median white net worth of $81,700. 

Wealth reflects history as well as current economics. And while there are many reasons for the 

wealth gap, it certainly does not help that the 1960's riots destroyed much of the accumulated 

wealth of many of the most prosperous African-Americans, those who had left the South for the 

greater economic opportunity of industrial cities. 
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A home is the most important asset for most American families, and home ownership is even 

more significant for African-Americans, who historically have had held little wealth in financial 

securities or business equity. 

In 1940, black-owned homes were worth only 37 percent as much as white-owned homes, as 

against 62 percent in 1970 -- still a significant gap, but a much smaller one. From then on, 

however, the gap barely budges, with the ratio reaching only 65 percent by 1990. 

The riots help explain why. These numbers include all houses nationwide. In inner cities, the 

trend actually reversed, and the gap in home value began to widen instead of narrow. 

From 1940 to 1970, the value of homes owned and occupied by blacks in central cities jumped to 

69 percent of the value of urban homes owned and occupied by whites, from 51 percent. (Home 

values were rising over this period as well.) By 1990, however, the ratio was down to a mere 53 

percent, nearly as low as in 1940. 

"That's a really startling number," Professor Margo says. 

Economic Scene Virginia Postrel (www.dynamist.com) is the author of "The Substance of Style: 

How the Rise of Aesthetic Value Is Remaking Commerce, Culture and Consciousness," just 

published in paperback by Perennial. 

Correction: January 3, 2005, Monday A picture caption with the Economic Scene column in 

Business Day on Thursday, about the long-term consequences of the 1960's race rioting, 

misstated the date of riots in Detroit. It was 1967, not 1968. 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2004/12/30/business/the-consequences-of-the-1960s-race-riots-come-into-

view.html?_r=0 
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45 - Watts Riots of 1965 

American history Written By: Jill A. Edy  Last Updated: 8-24-2015  

 

Watts Riots of 1965, series of violent confrontations between Los Angeles police and residents of Watts and 
other predominantly African American neighbourhoods of South-Central Los Angeles that began August 11, 
1965, and lasted for six days. The immediate cause of the disturbances was the arrest of an African American 
man, Marquette Frye, by a white California Highway Patrol officer on suspicion of driving while intoxicated. 
Although most accounts now agree that Frye resisted arrest, it remains unclear whether excessive force was 
used to subdue him. The riots resulted in the deaths of 34 people, while more than 1,000 were injured and 
more than $40 million worth of property was destroyed. Many of the most vivid images of the riots depict 
the massive fires set by the rioters. Hundreds of buildings and whole city blocks were burned to the ground. 
Firefighters were unable to work, because police could not protect them from the rioters. 
 
Public officials and the news media offered conflicting interpretations of the Watts Riots in their immediate 
aftermath. Some conservatives and many city officials claimed that the violence had resulted from wanton 
lawlessness, and they pointed to the large number of minority men living in the inner city who had criminal 
records and to the influx of “outsiders” from the South. They observed that looters took far more goods from 
stores than they could possibly find useful and that it was irrational to burn down one’s “own” 
neighbourhood. Some suggested that the riots were an insurrection fostered by urban gangs or by the Black 
Muslim movement, which the mainstream press then regarded as a radical cult. Others suggested that 
police-community relations in South-Central Los Angeles had long been uneasy and that those tensions had 
exploded into rioting. Finally, many federal officials and some reporters explained the riots as a protest 
against the poverty and hopelessness of life in the inner city, and they described the challenges of joblessness 
and the lack of basic services in South-Central Los Angeles. That interpretation of the riots dovetailed 
effectively with President Lyndon B. Johnson’s “war on poverty” programs, which were then being 
introduced in cities across the country. The war on poverty thus seemed to be a response to the Watts Riots, 
and the riots seemed to demonstrate the need for the war on poverty. 
 

Despite that apparent synergy, South-Central Los Angeles was slow to recover from the damage done during 

the riots. In later years some media reports suggested that the blight of the area was entirely due to the riots, 

ignoring the fact that the community’s poverty and lack of infrastructure had long predated the violence. 

Nevertheless, today the Watts Riots are typically viewed as the community’s angry response to deprivation 

and neglect, and they remain a vivid collective memory, particularly in Los Angeles but also nationally. 
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50- Korean Grocer Who Killed Black Teen Gets 
Probation 

November 16, 1991|TRACY WILKINSON and FRANK CLIFFORD | TIMES STAFF WRITERS 

  
o  

Saying it is not a time for revenge but for healing, a Superior Court judge Friday 
sentenced a Korean-born grocer convicted of killing a black teen-ager to five years' 
probation. 

The sentence, which included a fine, community service and suspended jail time, 
immediately drew angry cries of protest from friends and relatives of Latasha Harlins, 
the 15-year-old girl killed in a dispute over a bottle of orange juice at a grocery store 
owned by the family of Soon Ja Du. Several community leaders also expressed shock at 
the sentence. 

Du, who had accused Harlins of trying to shoplift, was convicted Oct. 11 of voluntary 
manslaughter in the case, which has been blamed for inflaming tensions between the 
city's black and Korean-American communities. Du could have been sentenced to as 
much as 16 years in prison. 

"Thank you, God," Du, 51, said in Korean after she emerged from the packed courtroom, 
surrounded by relatives who rushed her out of the building. "I think justice was done," 
her attorney, Charles E. Lloyd, told reporters. 

 

Supporters of the Harlins' family were outraged. "It's a travesty of justice," said family 
friend Gina Ray. 

Citing Du's lack of a criminal record, Superior Court Judge Joyce A. Karlin handed Du a 
suspended 10-year sentence--six years for the killing and four for use of a firearm--and 
ordered her to perform 400 hours of community service and pay a $500 fine. She also 
was placed on five years' probation. 

Du shot Latasha in the back of the head after a scuffle involving the $1.79 bottle of juice. 
The March 16 incident at Du's Empire Liquor Market in South-Central was captured on 
videotape by a security camera, and the jarring scenes became the trial's most dramatic 
evidence. 

Harlins, who witnesses said had stuck the bottle halfway into her backpack and had 
money in her hand, is seen in the videotape approaching the store counter. On the tape, 
Du grabs Harlins' sweater, and Harlins punches Du several times in the face. Then Du 
hurls a stool at the girl, who sets the juice on the counter and turns to walk away. Du 
then reaches for a pistol from behind the counter and shoots Latasha. 

http://articles.latimes.com/1991/nov/16
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Karlin, who said she did not believe Du was a threat to society, said she hoped the 
tragedy would be used to further understanding and tolerance. 

"Latasha's death should be remembered as a catalyst, to force (blacks and Koreans) to 
confront an intolerable situation and . . . create solutions," Karlin told a hushed 
courtroom guarded by extraordinary security. 

"This is not a time for rhetoric. It is not a time for revenge. It should be a time of 
healing." 

But as the judge spoke of healing, angry spectators spilled into the hallway outside the 
courtroom. While some of Latasha's friends and relatives sobbed, others shouted, 
"Murderer!" and, "We'll take this to the streets!" There were several shoving matches 
between spectators and television photographers as more than a dozen sheriff's deputies 
escorted participants in the trial to elevators. 

Ruth Harlins, the dead girl's grandmother, had asked the court to impose the maximum 
penalty. Later, she quietly spoke of her deep disappointment. "It was an injustice," she 
said. Ruth Harlins' daughter--Latasha's mother--was killed in 1985. 

As news of the sentence spread through the city, the office of Mayor Tom Bradley and 
other leaders pleaded for calm. 

 

Calling Harlins a martyr, Ray, the family friend, said she agreed that the girl's death 
should serve as a catalyst for better relations between blacks and Korean-Americans. 

"I'm not mad at any Korean person--I want that clear," she said. "I am angry at the 
justice system. . . . African-Americans don't get justice in the United States today." 

Leon Jenkins, an attorney for some Harlins family members, said he was "shocked 
beyond imagination" by the sentence, which he said would make it all the more difficult 
for a healing process to begin. 

Lloyd, Du's attorney, in pleading for probation for his client, argued she was "full of 
remorse" and had acted out of fear. The Du store had been robbed dozens of times, and 
the family, he said, had felt "terrorized" by gangs. 

But Deputy Dist. Atty. Roxane Carvajal argued before the sentence was pronounced that 
Du continued to refuse to accept responsibility for her actions, was more worried about 
her own plight than the harm caused the Harlins family and had stated that, in the same 
circumstances, she would not act differently. 

"This is an individual who, to this day, still believes she is justified in killing Latasha," 
Carvajal said. "The defendant has to be punished. She has to suffer. . . . (Putting Du on 
probation) is to make Latasha's life meaningless." 
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The judge blamed the killing in part on an alteration in the gun that made it fire more 
easily. She said she believed Du acted out of fear of being victimized and was remorseful 
but unable to express the emotion because of cultural differences. 

"Did Mrs. Du react inappropriately? Absolutely." Karlin said. "But was that reaction 
understandable? I think it was." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 102 of 118 
 

Sunday Book Review  

57 - 'The Shame of the Nation': Separate and Unequal 

By NATHAN GLAZERSEPT. 25, 2005  

THE SHAME OF THE NATION 

The Restoration of Apartheid Schooling in America. 

By Jonathan Kozol. 404 pp. Crown Publishers. $25. 

Jonathan Kozol has been writing books rather similar to this one since "Death at an Early Age" 

in 1968. He is persistent, it is true, but so is the problem that has aroused his passions since he 

began teaching in a Boston school more than 40 years ago, when he was a young civil rights 

activist. That problem is the conditions under which we educate the children of the poor and 

minorities. In his account, they are trapped, almost uniformly, in old schools that are 

overcrowded, in poor repair, with scanty teaching materials and disgraceful toilets, and staffed 

by generally underqualified teachers. 

In the five years up to the writing of "The Shame of the Nation," Kozol visited approximately 60 

schools, in 30 school districts, in 11 states. Some of these schools are in the South Bronx, and he 

became familiar with their principals, their teachers and many of their students. (He dedicates the 

book to a teacher in one such school.) 

But along with his familiar theme of the inadequacy of the education we provide the children of 

the poor and minorities, he has a new focus in this book -- the return of a substantial degree of 

segregation in our urban schools. Black and Hispanic students, he writes, are concentrated in 

schools where they make up almost the entire student body. (I should say that I once opposed the 

use of the word "segregation" to cover both the state-imposed separation of the races in the South 

and the concentration of minority students in schools outside the South, which arises for a 

number of reasons, but that is a lost cause -- today we use "segregation" for both.) 

The chief academic authority on this issue, whom Kozol interviews and quotes, is Gary Orfield 

of the Harvard Graduate School of Education, who has been as persistent in documenting the 

scale of segregation, and attacking its presumed educational effects, as Kozol has been in 

describing it. According to Orfield and his colleagues, writing in 2004, and quoted by Kozol, 

"American public schools are now 12 years into the process of continuous resegregation. . . . 

During the 1990's, the proportion of black students in majority white schools has decreased . . . 

to a level lower than in any year since 1968." 

 Because Kozol's forte is the detailed description of the school, the classroom, the work of the teacher 

and its effect on the student, we do not get from him any large discussion of why this resegregation has 

occurred. It's true court-ordered desegregation programs have been abandoned in many cities, as 

judges have been persuaded either that they are having no useful effects in closing the educational gap 

http://www.nytimes.com/pages/books/review/index.html
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between blacks and others, or that they have become futile, since the number of white students in 

many school districts, particularly in large cities, has declined to insignificance. A further problem with 

these plans is that the number of minority groups to be considered for redistribution has been rising 

with immigration, and some oppose the breakup of their communities for purposes of desegregation. 

(In San Francisco, school districts making assignments had to keep in mind nine specified groups.) 

Is this abandonment of court-ordered programs the chief or most significant cause of increasing 

resegregation? Or is it rather that residential segregation has increased (though it should be noted 

that the research generally shows small decreases over time)? Or that white resistance has 

grown? Or that black demands for integration have weakened? Or is it some other factor 

altogether? One cannot expect and will not get the answers to such questions from Kozol. 

Nor is there much analysis of whether greater integration would make any difference 

educationally. Quoting The New York Times, Kozol notes that parent groups are asking school 

officials in New York City to exclude from their local schools "thousands of poor black and 

Hispanic students who travel long distances." The parents want more room for their own children 

so that they can attend schools in their own neighborhoods. Desegregation efforts, The Times 

notes, "produced lackluster academic results," and the schools "lost their distinct neighborhood 

character." One would think it would be important to consider whether the results were indeed 

lackluster, and whether retaining the neighborhood character of schools is a value. But for Kozol 

the overriding issue is integration. It is, after all, the promise of the 1954 Brown decision, and the 

difficulties -- one might say the impossibility, in many large cities -- of implementing 

desegregation do not moderate his insistence that we must place black children in schools with 

more whites. He does not go into great detail as to how this might now be done. Orfield and 

Kozol do point out that more is possible in small cities. 

Neither does Kozol spend much time on the question of whether desegregation would have the 

positive educational effects he hopes for. In fact, it would be difficult for him to do so because he 

is skeptical about the tests we depend on to determine just what the educational effects of various 

interventions are. These tests, of reading and mathematics, are required by school districts, states 

and now, because of the No Child Left Behind law, the federal government, and they take up an 

increasing part of the school day. Reading and mathematics are both the easiest and least 

controversial subjects to test, and also, for most educators, parents and public officials, the most 

important skills for children to attain. 

Kozol argues -- as many educators do -- that the increasing emphasis on testing, with the 

resultant pressures on children, teachers and principals, and the drastic effects that failure in 

these tests can have for a school and its staff (there is a reason they are called "high-stakes" tests) 

have badly thinned out education in schools for the poor and minorities. He offers good evidence 

of this. By devoting more and more time to test preparation, schools are neglecting other subjects 

-- history and social science, , geography, music and art -- that are not part of the "high-stakes" 

tests. Kozol wants education to be richer than simple competence in reading and mathematics, 

and he would consider it a narrowing of the aims of education to use these test results to argue 

for the educational benefits of integration. (By the same token, he would not be deterred from his 

support of integration if no positive effects could be shown.) 
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His attack on the disparity in expenditure on education between central cities and well-to-do 

suburbs is similar. There has been research using the standard tests that questions whether 

greater expenditures on schools and students produce better educational results, but that research 

does not discourage Kozol. He expresses outrage at inequities in expenditure, pointing out that 

New York City in 2002-3 spent $11,627 on the education of each child, while Manhasset spent 

$22,311, Great Neck $19,705 and so on. There are comparable disparities in other metropolitan 

areas. (I have often been amused by these per-student expenditure figures, and have performed 

the thought experiment of calculating how much would be available at these levels of 

expenditure for the education of, say, a class of 20 children. It comes to some $220,000 for New 

York City, and one would think that would be more than enough to pay the teacher well, buy 

books and materials, maintainthe classroom and even pay the janitor. One wonders where the 

money goes. The question is even more provocative when one considers the $440,000 available 

for a class in Manhasset.) 

Expenditure per student in New York City has risen by two-thirds since 1991, when Kozol dealt 

with this issue in his book "Savage Inequalities," an increase considerably more than inflation, 

with no obvious educational effects. One can argue that regardless of specific measurable 

educational effects, the poor deserve whatever benefits -- in class size, better-paid teachers, more 

supplies, larger playgrounds, cleaner restrooms -- that an increase to the Manhasset level would 

make possible. But the litigation in many states now attacking these disparities, litigation 

reviewed by Kozol, is based not on the argument that the children in the big cities deserve to 

have as much spent on them as is spent in well-to-do suburbs, but on a different proposition -- 

namely, that the expenditures of the big cities do not provide an "adequate" education, as 

prescribed in the state constitutions. "Adequacy," one assumes, will in time be judged by the 

same kind of tests we are using today. 

In New York State the litigation has now resulted in a judicial requirement that school 

expenditure in New York City be increased by something like 40 percent. Clearly such an 

increase would make life pleasanter for teachers and students. There is no strong evidence it 

would do much for the test results. One suspects the "adequacy" argument will eventually wind 

up in the same black hole that now accommodates arguments for desegregation. 

TO be sure, the case for both integration and equality of expenditure is powerful. But the chief 

obstacle to achieving these goals does not seem to be the indifference of whites and the nonpoor 

to the education of nonwhites and the poor, although this is what one would conclude from 

Kozol's account. Rather, other values, which are not simply shields for racism, stand in the way: 

the value of the neighborhood school; the value of local control of education and, above all, the 

value of freedom from state imposition when it affects matters so personal as the future of one's 

children. 

States could probably see to it that local school districts received uniform sums for the education 

of each child (with perhaps a supplement for those from difficult circumstances), but how could 

politicians prevent well-to-do or knowledgeable parents from adding more on their own, or from 

leaving the state system entirely? It is factors like these -- which add up to nothing less than a 

commitment to individual freedom -- that make it so difficult to achieve the obviously desirable 

goals of integration and equalization. 
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Nathan Glazer, a professor of education and sociology emeritus at Harvard University, is the 

author of several books, including "We Are All Multiculturalists Now." 
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62 - Why aren’t more people talking about Latinos 
killed by police? 

 

KENYA DOWNS 

Digital reporter/producer, Race Matters and education 

FOLLOW 

BY Kenya Downs  July 14, 2016 at 1:21 PM EST  

 

Protesters in Oakland, California, raise their hands toward a line of police officers on 
Highway 880 during a protest against the police shootings. Photo by Stephen Lam / 
Reuters 

As videos of Alton Sterling and Philando Castile — two African-American men shot and 
killed by police last week –went viral and their names became hashtags, many called 
out a lack of media attention for Latinos who were killed by officers that same week. 
Organizations like the National Council of La Raza (NCLR), Voto Latino and even Black 
Lives Matter, are raising awareness of police use-of-force in Latino communities. Police 
killings of brown people often go underreported, says Eric Rodriquez, vice president of 
the NCLR’s office of research, advocacy, and legislation. 

“In American history, racial conflict has largely played out in black and white. But the 
history is much more complicated, [leaving] out Native Americans, as well as Asians 
and Hispanics,” said Aaron Fountain, historian of youth activism at Indiana University. 
“Americans don’t see any kind of historical context when Latinos are victims of state 
violence, despite the fact that there is historical context there.” 

While blacks and Hispanics have interactions with police at rates proportional to their 
population, according to the U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics, both groups are over-
represented when it comes to traffic searches and arrests. Hispanics, for example, 
make up 17.6 percent of the U.S. population but represent 23 percent of all searches 
and nearly 30 percent of arrests. 

Among minorities, the rate of police killings for Latinos is second to those of African-
Americans. As of today, an estimated 94 Latinos have been killed by police in 2016 
alone, making up 16 percent of the 585 police-involved killings this year.  In contrast, 
people who are black or African-American are only 13.3 percent of the U.S. population, 
but 144 black Americans have been killed by police in 2016. At 25 percent, those 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/author/kdowns/
https://www.twitter.com/LiveFromKenya
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/author/kdowns/
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/police-use-force-always-black-white/
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/police-use-force-always-black-white/
http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/cpp08.pdf
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/table/PST045215/00
http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2015/jun/01/the-counted-map-us-police-killings
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/table/PST045215/00
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/report-finds-racial-disparities-in-police-use-of-force/
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/author/kdowns/
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deaths represent a disproportionate number of officer-involved fatalities compared to 
the population. 

It’s worth noting a person can be both Latino and black. And sometimes a victim’s race 
may not be disclosed at all, creating potential for incidents involving both Latinos and 
black Americans to be underreported, Rodriguez said. Many national databases are 
dependent on self-reported statistics from local and state agencies, making them 
potentially incomplete. 

“There’s lots of challenges in reporting cases for the Latino community in particular, 
because of questions around identity. We just don’t have enough information to 
document all the cases that are occurring, certainly not by race and ethnicity,” said 
Rodriguez. “But there’s a recognition more broadly that deaths at the hands of law 
enforcement are having too many racialized outcomes.” 

Fountain also attributes the lack of attention to what he calls “a poor track record of 
coverage” by Latino political organizations and media outlets. Whereas many of the 
high-profile cases of black Americans killed in police custody reached the national 
spotlight after sparking outrage among black media and activist groups,  “there tends to 
be a general absence” in coverage by Latino groups. “And if they’re not covering it, it’s 
pretty hard to see how national media will come upon it,” Fountain said. 

NCLR’s Rodriguez disagrees. “I would hesitate to blame communities themselves for 
lack of accountability,” he said. “What that does, essentially, is say that the onus to 
achieve justice is on the community itself. Latinos have a right to equal justice in their 
communities and equal attention to justice.” 

Because Americans may not know the extensive history of Latinos in the United States 
and their struggle for civil rights, Fountain and Rodriguez both say the national focus on 
Latino issues is too limited. It can often revolve solely around immigration, particularly 
undocumented immigrants, who make up just 16 percent of the Latino population. “As if 
the other 84 percent of the population isn’t impacted by the issue,” Fountain says. 

Rodriguez adds that sometimes immigration can compound issues of police 
brutality. “Local-level law enforcements were signing agreements to act as immigration 
enforcement agents in many communities,” he said. “So they were empowered to do 
things that, in some ways, would enhance the probability of abuse and profiling.” 

Both Fountain and Rodriguez say the public debate on police brutality, portrayed by the 
media as focusing solely on black and white, silences the voices of Latinos. 

“The movement for black lives is doing something important, elevating all minority lives. 
And that’s a critical part of the solution,” Rodriguez says. “But if our response is narrow 
and limited, the national response will be narrow and limited as well. And that’s 
problematic as we move toward a country that is increasingly diverse.” 

http://america.aljazeera.com/opinions/2016/2/stop-ignoring-the-police-killings-of-latinos.html
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Here are five reported cases of Latinos who were killed by police during the same week 
as Alton Sterling and Philando Castile. 

 

Pedro Villanueva 

On July 3, two undercover California Highway Patrol officers, dressed in plain clothes, 
chased an unarmed, 19-year-old man named Pedro Villanueva. Their unmarked car 
pursued his pickup truck for 5 miles to a dead-end street. As Villanueva made a U-turn 
back toward their direction, the officers opened fire. According to the Los Angeles 
Times, Villanueva was shot several times and died at the scene. A passenger was shot 
in the arm but survived. 

Although he was part of a larger surveillance sting aimed at cracking down on illegal 
street racing, authorities acknowledge Villanueva may not have known he was being 
followed by police officers. As the patrol moved in, Villanueva fled and was then 
followed by the unmarked patrol car. Shooting a moving vehicle is permissible under 
California Highway Patrol’s use-of-force policy, but is banned by many law enforcement 
agencies nationwide and is largely considered ineffective and dangerous by law 
enforcement experts. 

Family, friends and outraged supporters are protesting Villanueva’s killing, questioning 
the patrol officers’ decision to shoot. 

“An unmarked CHP car pulls out, how do you expect a guy to stop when he doesn’t 
know who’s in the car,” Indigenous rights activist, Naui Huitzilopotchtli told The Orange 
County Register at an organized protest. “If this would have been a guy from Newport 
Beach or Yorba Linda, they wouldn’t have done this. This is another person of color, 
another unarmed man shot. We’re here to stand up with people of color.” 

Melissa Ventura 

On July 5, Melissa Ventura, a mother of three, was shot by two sheriff’s deputies 
responding to a domestic disturbance at her home in Yuma, Arizona. The Arizona 
Republic reports the woman opened the door holding a knife as authorities arrived. She 
was then shot by both deputies and died en route to the hospital. 

According to the Yuma Sun, Ventura had a history of mental illness and prior domestic 
violence related arrests. The officers remain on administrative leave pending an 
investigation. 

Anthony Nuñez 

The 18-year-old was reportedly suicidal and had already attempted to shoot himself 
when he turned the gun on San Jose, California, police officers who had arrived to talk 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-chp-shooting-vehicles-20160705-snap-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-chp-shooting-vehicles-20160705-snap-story.html
http://www.ocregister.com/articles/chp-722087-shooting-officers.html
http://www.ocregister.com/articles/chp-722087-shooting-officers.html
http://www.ocregister.com/articles/chp-722087-shooting-officers.html
http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona/2016/07/08/yuma-area-woman-killed-deputies-identified/86863826/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona/2016/07/08/yuma-area-woman-killed-deputies-identified/86863826/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona/2016/07/08/yuma-area-woman-killed-deputies-identified/86863826/
http://www.yumasun.com/news/yuma-police-id-person-fatally-shot-by-deputies/article_e9e08146-43d3-11e6-8894-e766e06d8440.html
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him down. He was then shot and killed by the officers. Police Chief Eddie Garcia told 
the local KGO-TV that officers attempted to intervene before shooting him: 

“As the officers were approaching on scene, and the subject came out of the residence, 
the officers did not want to force a confrontation, which is why they tactically retreated, 
and why in these instances quite frankly, time is on our side. They wanted to slow it 
down. They did a good job of slowing it down.” 

But family members question why other tactics, such as the use of a Taser, weren’t 
used, and why they weren’t allowed to see him prior to officer shooting him. 

Raul Saavedra-Vargas 

Police in Reno, Nevada, say they tried to pull over California native Raul Saavedra-
Vargas as he drove the wrong way down a one-way street, refusing to stop. Instead, the 
24-year-old drove toward a street closed to traffic due to a local festival full of 
pedestrians nearby. After Saavedra-Vargas’ minivan drove through a metal barricade, 
police fired multiple rounds into both sides of the van. Saavedra-Vargas then crashed 
into a festival booth. Authorities attempted to stabilize him on site but he died after being 
rushed to a local hospital. Authorities have not indicated whether Saavedra-Vargas was 
armed. 

Witnesses told local KOLO that Saavedra-Vargas slowed down as he approached the 
barricade and didn’t appear to want to floor the vehicle into the crowd. Some festival-
goers reported injuries when trying to flee the gunfire. 

Vinson Ramos 

Thirty-six-year-old Vinson Ramos was the subject of a domestic disturbance call 
following an altercation at a Jack-in-the-Box restaurant in Bell, California, on July 7. He 
had fought with his pregnant girlfriend in front of their son before making his way to a 7-
Eleven convenience store where police were ultimately called. Bell Police Department 
and L.A. Country Sheriff’s officials say Ramos was wielding a folding pocket knife and 
refused to comply when he was shot multiple times. He later died at an area hospital. 
Ramos’ aunt told local ABC-7 in Los Angeles that shooting him “seemed unnecessary.” 

“We are grieving, and we don’t understand why three officers shot at him,” she said. 

While his family says the shooting was excessive, several witnesses say Ramos lunged 
at police prior to them opening fire and threatened his girlfriend and their son. 

  

 

 

 

http://abc7news.com/news/family-questioning-police-tactics-in-fatal-shooting-san-jose/1414809/
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CHINESE MASSACRE AT LOS ANQELES IN 1871.  

 

 

 

BY C. P. DORLAND.  

 

 

 

[Read January 7, 1894.]  

 

The history of the Chinese massacre that occurred in this city on  

the night of October 24, 1871, is a recital of one of the most bloody and  

barbarous tragedies in the annals of this State. The trouble originated  

among the Chinese themselves. Yo Hing was the leader of one faction  

and and Sam Yeun of another. The cause of the outbreak in the begin-  

ning was the possession of a Chinese woman named Ya Hit, young and  

attractive, and from a Chinese estimate of female worth, of the financial  

value of $2500. This woman was stolen, or had run away, from her  

owner and had come into the possession of the rival company. Her  

owners, to regain possession of their lost chattel, brought into requisi-  

tion the power of the law, and the help of the courts and its officers, by  

causing a warrant to be issued for the arrest of the woman on the  

charge of larceny of jewelry. Ya Hit was brought into court, and bail  

having been fixed for her appearance when needed, she was bailed out  

by Sam Yeun's company, who took possession of the chattel. Thus Yo  
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Hing and his company failed to obtain possession of their stolen woman  

and were defeated in the attempted recovery.  

 

Yo Hing was a well-to-do merchant of wide repute and of great au-  

thority among his countrymen, being agent of one of the great Chinese  

companies in this city. He was a man who in every way sustained the  

national reputation of his race for ways that are dark — ^having regard  

for neither the habeas corpus of courts, the statutes of the state, the  

marital rights of his neighbors, nor, apparently, the hideous and austere  

countenance of even the great Joss, he communed within himself as to  

how he might compass his enemy, obtain lawful possession of the  

woman, thwart the decision of the court and bring the influence of the  

law and its officers to sustain his side of the case. The scheme he de-  

vised was in keeping with the character of the man. He persuaded the  

woman to secretly marry him and then, coming into lawful possession of  

her, he had the law and the sanctity of the marriage rite to strengthen  

his title. The company that had thus lost the woman immediately of-  

fered a reward of $1000 for the scalp of Yo Hing. War was at once  

declared between the rival companies.  

 

 

 

CHINESE MASSACRE A T LOS ANGELES IN 1871. 23  

 

On Monday morning, October 23, 1871, at 9:30, as Yo Hing was  

passing along "Nigger Alley," two shots were fired at him from a  

Chinese store. He immediately swore out a warrant and had Ah Choy  

(a brother of the woman) and I/Ce Tak arrested, and they in turn had Yo  

Hing arrested. All were bailed out. They returned to Chinatown and  

preparations for an open conflict between the two companies were begun.  

All during that and the next day the work of preparation went on.  

Few Chinamen were on the street. Threats and warnings were heard  

on every hand. Every man of the hostile factions was heavily armed.  

The ofiScers of the law were warned by well-disposed Chinamen that  
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trouble was impending.  

 

At 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, the 24th, as Police Officer Bilderrain was  

near Chinatown, he heard shooting and immediately started for the  

scene of conflict. As he approached the Chinese quarters a Chinaman  

fired at him. Finding himself unable to quell the disturbance, he called  

for help. Sepulveda and Estaban Sanchez came to his aid. Ah Choy  

stood at the porch in front of the Coronel Block and emptied his pistol  

at the crowd, which by this time was gathering. One old man when  

told to get inside the house, pulled his pistol and emptied its contents at  

the crowd indiscriminately. Robert Thompson, an old resident of the  

city, was among the first to gain the porch in answer to the cries of the  

police for help. He received a mortal wound, from a bullet fired through  

the door of a Chinese store. He was taken to WoUweber's drug store  

on Main Street, where he died an hour later. After some twenty-five or  

thirty shots had been fired, it was discovered that Bilderrain was shot in  

the shoulder, a boy named Juan Jose Mendible was shot in the leg, and  

a man by the name of Joe was shot in the hip.  

 

The Chinese in the meantime had taken refuge in a long adobe,  

with massive walls, heavily covered with brea. They barricaded the  

doors and windows and prepared for battle. The news of the fight soon  

spread through the city, and the people collected and surrounded the  

building. Don Refugio Botello, armed with a six-shooter, first ascended  

the roof, others following, when holes were cut through the brea, and  

they fired into the interior through the holes thus made.  

 

One Chinaman attempted to leave the besieged building and escape  

across the street, but he was shot down before half way over. Another  

one attempting to escape into Los Angeles Street, was captured by the  

crowd, dragged through the street to the western gate of Tomlinson's  

corrall, on New High Street, where he was hanged, after a second at-  

tempt, the rope breaking the first time.  
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Several propositions were made to bum the building, and a fire broke  

out in two or three places, but it was quickly extinguished. The crowd  

by this time had collected on the comer of Commercial and Main Streets,  
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and some advised one thing and some another, but there was no leader  

to direct, nor officers to control. It was then recommended that a guard  

be stationed round the building until daylight to await further develop-  

ments, but the crowd had become furious and uncontrollable, and disre-  

garded all expostulations and entreaties to refrain from further violence.  

 

About 9 o'clock a party battered in the eastern end of the building,  

and with hooting and yelling and firing of pistols, the rioters rushed in  

and found huddled in comers or hidden behind boxes, eight terror-  

stricken Chinamen, who, in vain, pleaded piteously for their lives.  

They were violently dragged out and turned over to the infuriated  

mob. One was killed by dragging him over the stones by a rope around  

his neck. Three were hanged to a wagon on Los Angeles Street, al-  

though they were more dead than alive from being beaten and kicked  

and mangled, when they reached the place of execution. Four were  

likewise hanged to the western gateway of Tomlinson's corrall, on New  

High Street. Two of the victims were mere boys.  

 

One of the victims was a Chinese doctor, an inoffensive man, re-  

spected by all the white people who knew him. He pleaded in English  

and in Spanish, for his life, offering his captors all his wealth, some $2000  

or $3000, but in spite of his entreaties he was hanged; then his money  

was stolen, and one of his fingers cut off, to obtain the rings he wore.  

The doctor's name was Gene Tung. It is stated that several other  

Chinamen were shot, a number fled to the city jail for safety, and many  

went into the country.  
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While the shooting and hanging were going on, theives and robbers  

were looting the Chinese buildings. Every room in the block was thor-  

oughly rifled and ransacked, trunks, boxes and locked receptacles of all  

kinds were broken open in the search for valuables. One merchant  

states he lost $4000 in gold, and others reported losses, in sums varying  

from a few hundred dollars, to several thousands. It is variously esti-  

mated that the loss to the Chinese in money was from 130,000 to  

$70,000.  

 

About 9:30 p.m. Sheriff Bums addressed the crowd on the comer  

of Spring and Temple Streets, commanding all good and law-abiding  

citizens to follow him to Chinatown, whereupon twenty-five persons  

volunteered. When he arrived there he found the fighting had ceased  

and the mob had already commenced to disperse. He found ten men  

hanged on Los Angeles Street, some to a wagon and some to an  

awning; he found five more at Tomlinson's corral, and that four were  

shot in Nigger Alley and two were wounded and had been taken to the  

city jail. Guards were stationed through Chinatown and around the  

principal buildings occupied by Chinamen.  

 

 

 

CHINESE MASSACRE A T LOS ANGELES IN 1871. as  

 

The following appeared editorially in the Express the day after the  

riot:  

 

' 'All the dark scenes of early days in Los Angeles were entirely  

eclipsed by the horrid lynching aflFair last night, in which some twenty  

Chinamen met with a most cruel death, many of whom must have been  

innocent men.  

 

"That the Chinamen who engaged in the affray which resulted in  
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the death of Mr. Thompson and the wounding of Mr. Bilderyain, and  

also the one who is reported to have fired promiscuously into the crowd  

on Caswell & Ellis's comer, richly deserve hanging, no one will deny,  

but the horrible, outrageous and cruel manner in which innocent men  

were treated at the hands of those engaged in the lynching, the particu-  

lars of which are too sickening and heart-rending to publish, is con-  

demned by every decent man."  

 

The same day the following editorial appeared in the News:  

 

"Yesterday the chief topic of conversation was the terrible tragedy  

of Tuesday night, wherein scenes were enacted that might shame the  

wandering Apache, who makes murder a trade and robbery a pastime.  

The universal sentiment among those who value the fair name of our  

city is one of unqualified condemnation.  

 

"It is some consolation to know that not a man of any respecta-  

bility or standing in the community took any part in the mm-derous  

affray."  

 

Five days after the riot the coroner's jury reported that nineteen  

persons had come to their death by the hands of a mob, on the night of  

October 24, 1871. The names, ages and occupations of the deceased  

are given. This report is still on file in the Court House in this city.  

 

Of all the Chinamen murdered, it is not believed that a single one  

of them was in any way implicated in the shooting, except Ah Choy.  

The leaders, Yo Hing and his gang, all fled to the country when the  

fight first commenced. Sam Yeun lived to bring an action for damages  

against the city, for his losses on that night, but failed to recover, be-  

cause he was implicated in instigating the riot. He was also indicted by  

the grand jury for the murder of Robert Thompson, but, after a lengthy  

trial, the jury returned a verdict of not guilty.  
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In the following month, when Judge Sepulveda charged the grand  

jury concerning the riot, he used the following language: "Gentlemen,  

do your whole duty; set an example of true courage in the performance  

of your duty; be faithful to your trust. In this way only can you sat-  

isfy an offended God, violated law, and outraged humanity."  

 

After a prolonged session the grand jury made an exhaustive report  

from which the following extracts are taken:  
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"We find that a feud has long existed between the Chinese compa-  

nies in this city. That on the 24th day of October, members of the rival  

companies, having provided themselves with arms, met in a public  

street and commenced firing at one another. Their shots were turned  

upon two policemen and their assistants, who were making an effort to  

quell the disturbance. In this effort one citizen was killed, one police  

officer and one citizen shot and wounded."  

 

"A great number of shots were fired by the Chinese upon the  

streets and from the doors of their houses, at the officers and others,  

who hastened to the officers' aid. The confusion created a panic which  

opened the way for evil doers, and in the excitement that fol-  

lowed, the worst elements of society not only disgraced civilization by  

their acts, but in their savage treatment of unoffending human beings,  

their eagerness for pillage and bloodthirstiness, exceeded the most bar-  

barbous races of men."  

 

"We believe we should be wanting in our duty if we should fail  

to present to this Court the painful conclusion to which we are forced,  

that the officers of this county as well as of this city, whose duty it is  

to preserve the peace and to arrest those who are violating the law,  
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were deplorably inefficient in the performance of their duty during the  

scenes of confusion and bloodshed which disgraced our city, and has  

ca-st a reproach upon the people of Los Angeles County.  

 

"Had these officers performed this duty, this grand jury would  

not have been called upon to devote weeks to the investigation of the  

matter, nor would there have been any riotous acts on that night to  

stain the records of this County."  

 

For references for further details, see Minute Book 11, page 166 of  

Criminal Records of this County, also the case of "The People vs. L.  

T. Crenshaw, et. al." 46 California Reports, page 66, also 47 California  

Reports, page 532.  

 

This is but a brief outline of the story of that awful riot that has  

gone down in history as the darkest stain upon the fair name of Southern  

California.  

 

Among all the records and from all the testimony, and from all  

sources, I have not found one voice raised in defense or in palliation of  

the terrible crimes of that night; but the unanimous voice of officials,  

writers, newspaper men, coroners and grand jury, as well as the voice of  

common humanity, has been that of unqualified condemnation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


